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CPUC HOLDS PUBLIC HEARINGS MAY 7-11 ON NEW RATE STRUCTURE FOR PG&E, EDISON CUSTOMERS

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) will hold statewide public hearings from May 7 to 11 to receive comments before it determines how it should divide up among customers the rate increase recently adopted for Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) and Southern California Edison (Edison).  

Hearings will take place from May 7 to 11, 2001.  The hearing schedule is attached.  

This allocation process -- known as a "rate design" -- applies to the three-cent per kilowatt-hour (kWh) rate increase approved by the Commission on March 27 (D0103082).

However, the Commission has yet to determine the specific amount to be paid by each customer or customer class, which includes residential, commercial and industrial.  

Customers of PG&E and Edison will begin to see this rate change on their bills as early as June 1, 2001.  The strategy for this early implementation process is to encourage energy conservation: those who use the least will see no increase at all while heavier energy users will be charged more. 

This average increase of three cents per kWh will apply only to energy charges and not to transmission or distribution charges; therefore, the amount customers use will directly determine how much they pay.

PG&E AND EDISON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION HEARINGS:

DATE/TIME

CITY



LOCATION

Monday, May 7

Santa Monica

Santa Monica Civic 

Noon







Auditorium, 









1855 Main St.

Monday, May 7

Rosemead


Rosemead High School,

7 p.m.






9063 E. Mission Drive

Tuesday, May 8

Fresno


Fresno Convention 

2 p.m.






Center Wine Room,









700 "M" St.

Tuesday, May 8

Visalia


Visalia Convention

7 p.m.






Center,









303 E. Acequia

Wednesday, May 9
Fullerton


Fullerton College 

2 p.m. 






Auditorium,









321 E. Chapman

Wednesday, May 9
San Bernardino

Radisson Hotel 

7 p.m.






Sycamore/Aspen/Elm









Rooms,









295 N. "E" St.

Thursday, May 10

Sacramento


Clarion Hotel,

Noon







700 16th St.

Thursday, May 10

Oakland


Caltrans District 4

7 p.m.






Auditorium,









111 Grand Ave.

Friday, May 11

San Jose


Doubletree Hotel,

3 p.m.






2050 Gateway Place

The Commission encourages consumers to attend and express their concerns.  

If language translation or deaf translation services are needed, please contact the CPUC Public Advisor's Office at least five (5) working days in advance of the scheduled hearing by phone:  415-703-2074, TTY:  1-866-836-7825 or 415-703-5282, or e-mail:  public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov.  

In addition, those who are unable to attend the public hearings may send their written comments by Friday, May 11, to the Public Advisor's Office.  For PG&E customers, written comments should be sent to the San Francisco Public Advisor's Office at the address or e-mail below:

California Public Utilities Commission

Public Advisor's Office

505 Van Ness Ave.

San Francisco, CA  94102

public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov

For SCE customers, written comments should be sent to the Los Angeles Public Advisor's Office at the address or e-mail below:

California Public Utilities Commission

Public Advisor's Office

320 West 4th St., Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA  90013

Public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov

For those who plan to participate, please arrive before the starting time to sign-in to speak.  A member of the Public Advisor's Office will be available if assistance is needed.  And, if advice is needed prior to the hearing, please contact the Public Advisor's Office.  In addition to receiving comment at these public hearings, the Commission has collected feedback from consumer groups, governmental agencies and the Commission's Office of Ratepayer Advocates.  
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