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CPUC ANNOUNCES PROCESS FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY ROTATING OUTAGE EXEMPTION

Commissioner Carl Wood of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) announced today at a press conference the process for business customers to apply to be exempted from rotating electrical outages, (“rolling blackouts”), for reasons of public health and safety.  

Commissioner Wood explained that business customers may apply for exemption to rotating outages by filing an application seeking status as an essential use customer.  Essential use customers, including hospitals, fire and police stations, air traffic control facilities and communication utilities, are exempt from rolling blackouts because of their importance to public health and safety.  

The number of customers who can be exempted, however, is limited due to the necessity of maintaining a reasonable pool of customers, at least 40 percent of total system load, from which to draw for rotating outages.  These outages are a necessary tool to protect the state from widespread electrical system collapse when demand for electricity exceeds supply.  

Customers who wish to obtain exemption must demonstrate in their applications that being subject to rotating outages presents a significant danger to public health and safety.  Claims of economic harm or inconvenience to the customer will not be considered.  Applications will not be accepted from residential customers.

Completed applications will be reviewed by an expert consulting firm, Exponent, which has been retained by the Commission solely for this purpose.  The consultant will evaluate requests and develop a priority list based on the risk posed to public health and safety by the applicant’s exposure to rolling blackouts.  The local utilities will analyze the effects on the pool of customers available for rotating outages and system reliability if exemptions are granted.  The Commission will then review this information to determine which customers should be exempted.  A Draft Decision is expected to be issued for comments and considered by the full Commission on or before August 2, 2001.


Those customers who wish to apply for exemption to rolling blackouts are encouraged to complete an electronic form, which is available on the CPUC's specially created Website at (http://www.rotating-outages.com).  Applicants who do not have electronic access are asked to call the dedicated, toll-free information line at 1-888-741-1106.  Live operators are available Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM.  Applications must be submitted by 5 p.m. on June 1, 2001, to ensure timely consideration.  Applications filed after June 1 will be considered only if conditions permit additional exemptions.

###

Rolling Outage Exemption, Page 1 of 1




       Rolling Outage Exemption, Page 2 of 1

