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CPUC offers incentives to CUSTOMERS

who INSTALL SELF-GENERATION

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) today launched a program that will offer incentives to encourage customers of Pacific Gas & Electric, San Diego Gas & Electric, Southern California Edison, and Southern California Gas Company to install "self-generation" units to lessen the electricity load on the power grid.  

Under the $125 million per year program -- the Self-Generation Incentive Program -- utility customers are encouraged to install generation systems on their own property to supply all or a portion of their on-site energy needs.  Incentive funding will flow through 2004 to utility customers who purchase and install self-generation systems.  These systems include photovoltaics, wind turbines, fuel cells, microturbines, small gas turbines and, internal combustion engines, and they must be interconnected for parallel operation with the utility grid in order to qualify for the program.  

Greater incentives are provided for photovoltaics, wind turbines and fuel cells using renewable fuel.  No incentives are provided for diesel-powered or back-up generation.

Utility customers who wish to qualify for a Level 1 incentive must install photovoltaics, fuel cells operating on renewable fuel, and wind turbines with a minimum size of 30 kilowatts (kW) and maximum size of 1 megawatt (MW).  Qualifying customers will receive $4.50/watt (W) (up to 50 percent of the installed project cost).  

Utility customers who install fuel cells that operate on non-renewable fuel and utilize sufficient waste heat recovery may apply for Level 2 incentive payments.  Although there is no minimum size for these systems, the maximum system size is 1 MW.  Qualifying customers will receive $2.50/W (up to 40 percent of the installed project cost).

Utility customers who install microturbines, internal combustion engines and small gas turbines systems that utilize sufficient waste heat recovery may apply for a Level 3 incentive payment.  Again, although there is no minimum system size, the maximum size is 1 MW.  If the project qualifies, the incentive is $1.00/W (up to 30 percent of the installed project cost).  

Customers with qualifying Level 1 systems with a completion date on or after January 1, 2001, are eligible to apply for retroactive incentive funding.  Customers with qualifying Levels 2 and 3 systems completed on or after March 27, 2001, may also apply for retroactive funding.

Customers of PG&E, SDG&E, Edison and SoCal Gas may contact their program administrator for an application, program handbook, and additional eligibility information.  PG&E, SCE, and SoCal Gas will administer the incentive program in their service territories; San Diego Regional Energy Office will administer the program in SDG&E's territory.

Utility customers are advised to contact their administrator with any questions:

Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E)

Web Site:
www.pge.com
Phone:
415-973-6436

Email:
selfgen@pge.com
San Diego Regional Energy Office (administrator for San Diego Gas & Electric, or SDG&E)
Web Site:
www.sdenergy.org/selfgen
Phone:
619-595-5634

Email:
selfgen@sdenergy.org

Southern California Edison (Edison)

Web Site:
www.sce.com
Phone:
1-800-736-4777 or 626-302-8436

Email:
greenh@sce.com
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas)

Web Site:
www.socalgas.com
Phone:
1-800-GAS-2000

Email:
selfgeneration@socalgas.com
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