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puc To investigate edison’s compliance
 with safety rules and regulations

The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) will investigate Southern California Edison’s (Edison) compliance with California’s Public Utilities Code provisions and Commission orders on construction, operation and maintenance practices for electric lines and facilities.  

From 1998 through 2000, the Commission’s Consumer Services Division (CSD) has found 4,721 safety violations and has linked 37 accidents to these violations, five of which resulted in deaths and 23 caused serious injuries.   Information about these violations and accidents is summarized in a staff report by the CSD.  Further information will be developed in the course of the formal investigation.

PUC Commissioner Carl Wood, who has first-hand experience in maintaining electric utility facilities, stated, “Safety in the provision of utility service is a top priority for the Commission.  The safety hazards investigated by staff impact the public, Edison customers, and the day-to-day work environment of Edison employees.  The public expects PUC safety requirements to be rigorously enforced, and we will meet that expectation.”

The California Constitution and Public Utilities Code charge the PUC with inspecting electric facilities and investigating accidents that involve utility facilities.  The Commission’s Consumer Services Division enforces compliance with Commission General Orders 95 (overhead electric line construction), 128 (construction for underground electric systems) and 165 (inspection cycles for electric distribution facilities), which are accessible on the PUC website under “Official Documents.”  General Orders implement provisions of the Public Utilities Code. 

The CSD has sent Edison notices about their alleged violations, but the report released by CSD suggests that there may have been a significant number of fatalities and injuries that might have been prevented by compliance with safety standards, which should be addressed in a public forum.  

The order announcing the investigation, which summarizes the staff report and the violations found will be available on the PUC website at: www.cpuc.ca.gov.
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