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BILL LANGUAGE:

Bl LL NUMBER: SB 1563  AMENDED
Bl LL TEXT

AVENDED | N SENATE MAY 20, 2002
AVENDED | N SENATE APRIL 30, 2002
AVENDED | N SENATE APRIL 22, 2002

| NTRODUCED BY Senat or Pol anco
FEBRUARY 20, 2002

An act to anend Section 709 of, and to add and repeal Section
709.1 of, the Public Wilities Code, relating to tel ecomunications.

LEG SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

SB 1563, as anended, Pol anco. Tel ecomunications: services.
Existing law, the Public Uilities Act, sets forth the findings
and decl arations of the Legislature regardi ng described policies for

t el econmuni cations in California.
This bill, —n-additiontoexistingpolicies—would refer
te— would |nclude wi thin those policies,
assisting in bridging the "digital divide" by encouragi ng expanded
access to state-of-the-art technol ogi es —by—
for rural, inner-city, lowincone, and disabled Californians,

and —to—encourage— encouraging fair
treatment of consuners through consumer-oriented conduct

The bill would al so require the —conm-ssion—
Public Utilities Conmission , not later than April 1, 2003, to
convene a proceeding to develop a plan for encouraging the
wi despread availability of advanced tel econmuni cati ons
infrastructure, and would require the proceedi ng to encourage
participation froma broad cross section of the tel ecommunications
i ndustries, including those entities that the comm ssi on does not
regul ate, as well as users and comunity representatives. The
conmi ssion woul d be required to encourage participation by
conmuni ty- based organi zati ons, including nonprofit community
technol ogy centers and libraries.

The bill would require the comrission to subnmit —by

February—1,—2004,— a report to the Governor and

the Legi slature —a—+repoert— no later than
February 1, 2001, of its findings and —+recormendation

recomendati ons regarding the plan
whi-eh— that identifies areas where
tel ecommuni cations infrastructure is inadequate, assesses the
consequences of this inadequacy, and devel ops strategies for
encour agi ng the depl oynent of adequate investnent.

The bill would provide that the provisions concerning the
conmi ssion's conveni ng of a proceeding and the related report woul d
be repeal ed on January 1, 2005.

Vote: mmjority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal conmittee: yes.
St at e- mandat ed | ocal program no.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOWG:

SECTION 1. Section 709 of the Public Uilities Code is anmended to
read:

709. The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the policies
for teleconmunications in California are as foll ows:

(a) To continue our universal service conm tnent by assuring the
continued affordability and w despread availability of high-quality
t el econmuni cations service to all Californians.

(b) To encourage the devel opnent and depl oynent of new
technol ogi es and the equitable provision of services in a way
—whieh— that efficiently nmeets consuner
need and encourages the ubiquitous availability of a w de choice of
state-of -the-art services.

(c) To assist in bridging the "digital divide" by encouraging
expanded access to state-of-the-art technol ogies —by

for rural, inner-city, |owincone, and di sabl ed
Cal i forni ans.

(d) To pronote economic growh, job creation, and the substantia
soci al benefits that will result fromthe rapid inplenentation of
advanced i nformati on and comuni cati ons technol ogi es by adequat e
long-terminvestnment in the necessary infrastructure.

(e) To pronote | ower prices, broader consuner choice, and
avoi dance of anticonpetitive conduct.

(f) To renove the barriers to open and conpetitive markets and
pronote fair product and price conpetition in a way that encourages
greater efficiency, |ower prices, and nore consumer choi ce.

(g) To encourage fair treatnment of consuners through provision of
sufficient information for naking informed choices, establishnent of
reasonabl e service quality standards, and establishnment of processes
for equitable resolution of billing and service problens.

SEC. 2. Section 709.1 is added to the Public Utilities Code, to
read:

709.1. (a) No later than April 1, 2003, the conm ssion shal
convene a proceeding to develop a plan for encouraging the w despread
avai lability of advanced tel ecomruni cations infrastructure. The
proceedi ng shall encourage participation that includes a broad cross
section of the tel ecomunications industries, including those
entities that the conm ssion does not regulate, as well as users and
conmunity representatives. The conmi ssion shall al so encourage
participation by community-based organi zations, including but not
l[imted to, nonprofit community technol ogy centers and |ibraries,

t hat have denpnstrated success in assisting |owincome residents in
bridgi ng the digital divide.

(b) The m ssion of the plan is to identify areas where
t el ecommuni cations infrastructure is inadequate, assess the
consequences of this inadequacy, and devel op strategies for
encour agi ng the depl oynent of adequate investnent.

(c¢) The conmission shall submt —te-the Governor—and
Legistature— a report of its findings and recommendati ons
—by— to the Governor and Legislature, not |ater
than February 1, 2004.

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1,
2005, and as of that date is repealed, unless a |later enacted
statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2005, del etes or extends
t hat date.
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