
	[image: image1.png]



	California Public Utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco, CA  94102 - www.cpuc.ca.gov

Local Government Newsletter
 No. 04   July 2004 


This newsletter is intended to inform you about recent actions undertaken and issues pending before the CPUC that may affect your community.

Published by the CPUC’s Local Government Liaison Program, this newsletter is distributed by e-mail. Please e-mail us at: newsletter_in@cpuc.ca.gov if you would like to be added, or newsletter_out@cpuc.ca.gov to be removed from our distribution list.  We do not share this distribution list with any company or agency.  The newsletter will also be posted on the CPUC website: www.cpuc.ca.gov (select the Public Advisor link under Quick Hits). 

If you have questions about anything in this newsletter, please e-mail Kyle DeVine at kyl@cpuc.ca.gov. If you wish to participate in a CPUC proceeding, have questions about a proceeding, want to automatically receive CPUC-issued documents, or want to comment at a Commission meeting, our Public Advisor’s Office is here to help. Contact us at:


San Francisco Office: 866-849-8390, or public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov

Los Angeles Office: 866-849-8391, or public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov
Statewide Interest

Update! – The income limits have increased for all Commission-authorized consumer discount programs.  Consumers who earn a little more than last year’s income limits may now be eligible and local government officials may want to remind their constituents to contact their utilities to apply.  Programs include discounts on the monthly utility bills for low-income customers and for families with low to middle incomes, and free energy efficiency devices for low-income, senior and disabled customers.  Here’s more information:  

· Telephone service for low-income customers (Universal Lifeline Telephone Service or ULTS) http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/consumers/programs/ults+june+2004.doc
· Electric and Gas service for low-income customers (California Alternative Rates for Energy or CARE) and free energy devices (Low-Income Energy Efficiency or LIEE) http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/consumers/programs/low-income+energy+services+june+2004.doc
· Water service for low-income customers (California Alternative Rates for Water or CARW) http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/consumers/programs/low+income+water+rates+advisory+june+2004.doc
· Electric service discounts for large families with low-middle incomes (Family Electric Rate Assistance or FERA); a new service that just started this month. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/consumers/programs/fera+july+2004.doc 

New – The CPUC has issued its report to the legislature on “Universal Telephone Service to Residential Customers.” It concludes that California, with 96.5 % of its households having telephone service, has a strong penetration rate compared to the national average of 94.7 %.  Likewise, California’s 93.1 % penetration rate for low-income customers is strong compared to the national average of 89.2%, but more remains to be done to bring the penetration rates for low-income, African American and Hispanic households up to the statewide average.  Here’s a link to the report: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/REPORT/38173.htm
New! Commission staff announced that it and other California parties reached a settlement with Duke Energy regarding refunds from the energy crisis. The Commission will determine whether to approve the recommended settlement, which may happen as early as the August 19 Commission business meeting, but it appears to be the end of another hard fought battle waged on behalf of ratepayers to return to Californians money that was lost as a result of the energy crisis.
Local Governments may be interested in purchasing and selling electricity for customers in their jurisdiction.  The CPUC is developing rules to implement “Community Choice Aggregation,” which will permit cities and counties to purchase and sell electricity on behalf of utility customers in their jurisdictions. Update!  Interested parties are in the process of filing brief and replies to briefs.  The Commission plans to address operational and implementation issues before the end of the year.  (proceeding R.03-10-003). More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/proceedings/R0310003.htm

Expanding phone service in rural communities (AB 140 implementation project).  A new state program that benefits local communities was created to expand telecommunications service and infrastructure to rural areas in California where there currently is no service.  Reminder! Local governments still have time to request funding for services. Applications for next fiscal year (July 2004 through June 2005) will be accepted from July 1, 2004, to August 31, 2004. Contact Mary Jo Borak at 415-703-1879 or via e-mail at: bor@cpuc.ca.gov.  More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/industry/telco/public+programs/rural/index.htm

Southern California Interest

New! Cool Zones and Cool Centers – Local government officials may want to tell their constituents they can save money yet remain comfortable by visiting these facilities.  The Commission has approved San Diego Gas and Electric’s request to assist San Diego County by providing services at “Cool Zones” in San Diego County and this link provides locations: http://www2.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/documents/COOLZONES2004.pdf.  Likewise, Southern California Edison has requested to partner with community-based organizations and faith-based organizations with their “Cool Centers,” in some of the following communities: Ripley, Palo Verde, Blythe, Joshua Tree, Victorville, Hesperia, Barstow, San Bernardino, Rubidoux, Highgrove, Perris, Redlands, Adelanto, and/or Palm Desert.  These centers provide a place where low-income, seniors, or the disabled can go to avoid the heat and remain comfortable.  They also carry information about energy efficient devices and how to conserve energy.  
Reminder! Inland Empire, the 909-951 area code split began July 17.  Now is the time for callers from or to Western Riverside County to begin using the new 951 area code.   From July 17 through October 29, 2004, you may use the new area code or not and the call will go through; but beginning October 30, 2004, the 951 area code must be used on calls placed from phones outside the new area code (proceeding R.95-04-043).  More information, including a map and a list of prefixes that will change: ftp://ftp.cpuc.ca.gov/areacodes/909_951_AreaCodeSplitHandout.pdf

Viejo electric system project in Orange County.  Update! The Commission granted Southern California Edison Company’s permit to construct a new substation in the City of Lake Forest and certain new transmission facilities through the City of Mission Viejo. Here’s a link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/38181.htm  (proceeding A.03-03-043).

San Diego County electric transmission and substation projects may interest local governments.  Update!  The Commission granted San Diego Gas and Electric Company’s permit for its Miguel – Mission transmission line project and certified the environmental impact report for agencies to use in considering their aspects of the project. Here’s a link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/38192.htm (proceeding A.02-07-022).   
Southland local governments may be concerned whether an environmental review is necessary, and whether Southern California Gas filed, or plans to file, any city, county or state permits, licenses, or authorizations to allow it to drill additional wells. These issues will be discussed as part of the utility’s request for an incentive to drill gas wells on land it owns, leases, or owns or leases mineral rights to in efforts to locate and produce new gas supplies.  A memo outlining the issues and proceeding schedule was issued in May and evidentiary hearings will begin Tuesday, August 24 (proceeding A.04-01-034).  Scoping memo: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/word_pdf/RULINGS/36884.doc
Update! Tehachapi Transmission Expansion Plans - status will be discussed at a Prehearing Conference on August 5 at 10:30 a.m. at the CPUC Headquarters in San Francisco. As you may recall, the Commission created a study group to develop a comprehensive transmission development plan for the phased expansion of transmission capabilities in the Tehachapi area.  A study plan was distributed July 14 and the assigned CPUC Administrative Law Judge has scheduled this meeting to determine if parties are satisfied with the plan and to ask further questions (proceeding I.00-11-001).
New! Long Beach and other Los Angeles South Bay communities’ local officials following the proposal of Sound Energy Solutions to construct a liquefied natural gas (LNG) facility in Long Beach may be interested in the prehearing conference the Commission will hold in Long Beach on August 23 at 1 p.m at the Long Beach Public Library at 101 Pacific Ave, Long Beach.  The proposed LNG project would include LNG storage and a regasification facility situated at pier ECHO, formerly the Navy facilities on Terminal Island at the Port of Long Beach (proceeding I.04-04-024).

New!  South Pasadena Gold Line noise settlement.  Local officials and residents may want to attend and comment at a Public Participation Hearing on Tuesday, August 24, at 6:30 p.m. at the South Pasadena Library Community Room, 1115 El Centro Street, South Pasadena.  Pasadena Avenue Monterey Road Committee (PAMRC), and the City of South Pasadena have filed three applications with the CPUC requesting to eliminate the sounding of horns or other audible warning devices by Gold Line trains in the City, to limit or eliminate the sounding of bells on the crossing gates at all eight South Pasadena at-grade crossings of the Gold Line and to impose a speed limit of 20 miles per hour on Gold Line trains in the city. The city, MTA and the Construction Authority have proposed a settlement to address the applications.  PAMRC is contesting the settlement (proceeding A.03-01-013, A.03-07-049 and A.03-07-050 respectively). 
Northern California Interest

New!  Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) has filed a request to shift some of the utility’s revenue requirement to residential customers, resulting in a rate increase of 12 percent for that class of customers.  PG&E indicates the cost shift will place on residential customers more of the costs to serve them, rather than having the larger customers pay these costs. The proceeding is referred to as PG&E’s GRC Phase 2 and a Prehearing Conference is set for August 20, 10 a.m. in the CPUC Courtroom (proceeding A.04-06-024).

New! Bass Lake local officials and residents may want to attend a public meeting about Bass Lake Water Company’s request to increase rates by 53.5 percent.  The Commission’s Water Division staff will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, August 31, 6:00 p.m. at Pines Resort, Lakeview Room A at 54432 Road 432, Bass Lake. The water company will explain its request and Commission staff will listen to comments from the public about the request.  
Transmission projects in San Mateo County. The CPUC is currently reviewing many projects designed to respond to growth in electrical service. Many cities along the route are participating in the proceeding for the Jefferson-Martin transmission project in which PG&E proposes to install a new, 27-mile, 230 kV transmission line with overhead and underground segments.  Update!  The proposed decision and the alternate decision were scheduled for the July 8 business meeting; however, they have been held over to the August 19 meeting (proceeding A.02-09-043).  More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/proceedings/A0209043.htm

Update!  Customers in California American Water Company’s (Cal-Am) Monterey district may want to consider water conservation. At the July 8 Commission business meeting, Cal-Am was authorized to increase rates, until November, 2004, to encourage conservation, to address an emergency supply issue and to avoid imposition of fines from the State Water Resources Control Board. The increase is accessed on rates charged for use of large amounts of water.  For example residential customers that use more than 300 cubic feet of water will see increases in the rates they pay for the higher use.  Golf course customers and other commercial customers will also see increases (proceeding A.04-06-020). Here’s a link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/38134.htm 

New! Water rates may increase in areas of Sacramento and Placer Counties. California American Water Company has asked to increase its rates for the Sacramento district by 14 % in 2004, 8 % in 2006 and 4 % in 2007 and to begin changing customers from flat rate service to metered service.  A Prehearing Conference has been set for August 16 (proceeding A.04-04-040).

Upcoming Commission business meetings – August 19 (agenda posted on website by August 10), September 2, September 23. 

Most items discussed at the meetings are distributed publicly 30 days in advance of the respective meeting. Read, print and download decisions that are issued through our “Official Documents” page, selecting “Currently Open for Comment.” Here’s the link to the official documents page: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/official+docs/index.htm.   The Agenda for a business meeting is posted on the website 10 days before a meeting and at the meeting you may comment on most items on the agenda.  Contact the Public Advisor for specifics. Here’s a link to the website. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/. 

Community Calendar – 

Here is a list of workshops and public meetings, which your community may want to follow or participate in. Since items could be added or removed daily, you may want to access our daily calendar for complete information.  Also you can get on the “Information Only” list for any of our proceedings and be notified of meetings, ruling and decisions on the proceedings you select.  Also if you have any questions, contact our Public Advisor’s Office.
	Aug. 5 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Public Meeting
	The public is invited to attend a meeting of the Universal Lifeline Telephone Service (ULTS) Advisory Committee, which advises the CPUC on development, implementation and administration of the ULTS program that provides discounted telephone service to low-income customers. The meeting will be at the CPUC Technical Training Room, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco. Teleconference: 877-780-7587, Passcode 242672#. Here’s a link to the agenda: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/REPORT/38339.htm. 

	Aug. 23 
1 p.m.
Prehearing Conference
	The CPUC will hold a prehearing conference to identify the scope of the proceeding that will investigate Sound Energy Solutions request to construct a liquefied natural gas facility in Long Beach.  Although participation at the event is limited to parties, the meeting is open for the public to attend. Long Beach Public Library, 101 Pacific Avenue, Long Beach.

	Aug. 24
6:30 p.m.
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment at a Public Participation Hearing.  Pasadena Avenue Monterey Road Committee (PAMRC), and the City of South Pasadena have filed requests to eliminate the sounding of horns or other audible warning devices by Gold Line trains in the City, to limit or eliminate the sounding of bells on the crossing gates at all eight South Pasadena at-grade crossings of the Gold Line and to impose a speed limit of 20 miles per hour on Gold Line trains in the city. The city, MTA and the Construction Authority have proposed a settlement to address the requests.  PAMRC is contesting the settlement. South Pasadena Library Community Room, 1115 El Centro Street, South Pasadena.

	Aug. 31
6:00 p.m.
Public Meeting
	The public is invited to attend and comment on Bass Lake Water Company’s request to increase rates by 53.5 percent.  The water company will explain its request and Commission staff will listen to comments from the public about the request.  Pines Resort, Lakeview Room A at 54432 Road 432, Bass Lake. 

	
	 


A word about our website:  CPUC is required to post all its formal rulings, decisions, and resolutions on its website. You can access all of these by searching through the Official Documents page (link on the left).  In addition, the CPUC posts its General Orders, Rules of Practice and Procedure and provides a link to the California Public Utilities Code through the Official Documents page (link on the left).  If you want information about participating in formal proceedings, the Public Advisor’s page can help you (link under “quick hits”). The home page lists information in the CPUC spotlight and it provides a link to special announcements on other important issues.  A Consumer Information Center (link on the left) is loaded with information about utility programs the commission has authorized. The News Room (link on left) provides press releases and other information to the media.  Our industry divisions have posted numerous industry-related decisions, presentations, reports and other information on their pages (see Regulated Areas selection on the left). 

If you have problems finding the documents you need, call or e-mail us and we’ll help you.











