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This newsletter is intended to inform you about recent actions undertaken and issues pending before the CPUC that may affect your community.

Statewide Interest

New! Dian Grueneich and Steve Poizner designated to be new Commissioners.  Governor Schwarzenegger has announced his intention to appoint Dian Grueneich and Steve Poizner as Commissioners to the California Public Utilities Commission.  Dian Grueneich has more than 25 years of experience in energy efficiency and environmental policy and law.  Steve Poizner brings significant experience in telecommunications and information technology infrastructure to the Commission.  They will replace Commissioners Loretta Lynch and Carl Wood whose terms expired Dec. 31.  Commissioners are appointed by the governor for six year terms subject to confirmation by the state Senate.

New! In efforts to ensure adequate electricity statewide, the Commission adopted long-term energy procurement plans for PG&E, Edison and SDG&E. The Commission also provided direction to utilities on the procurement of resources.  As stated in the joint agency Energy Action Plan, the first priority is energy efficiency and demand-side management of resources, then if necessary, utilities are to procure energy first from renewable resources.  Here’s a link to the press release: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/NEWS_RELEASE/42334.htm (proceeding R.04-04-043). 

Those interested in energy efficiency.  Reminder!  The Commission has granted increased funding for natural gas energy efficiency programs for customers of PG&E, SDG&E and Southern California Gas companies.   To help lower demand on natural gas supplies, the Commission has approved the utilities’ requests to offer various energy efficiency programs such as rebates for purchasing specific energy efficient devices. Consumers may want to call their utilities directly for more information.  Here’s a link to the press release: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/NEWS_RELEASE/41878.htm.  
New!  Workshops to discuss updating energy efficiency policy rules that will provide direction to future administrators for programs implemented in 2006 and beyond are scheduled for February 15 and 16 from 9:30 am to 5 pm at the Commission’s training room at 505 Van Ness Avenue. Here’s a link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/42352.htm.  Also, the Administrative Law Judge has drafted updated policy rules to be discussed at the February 15 and 16 workshops. Here’s a link to that ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/42616.htm. 
New!  Information is being requested in response to the Governor’s “Green Buildings Executive Order.” Generally, the order requires investments in energy efficiency for state-owned buildings and encourages cities, counties and private business to reduce energy use by 10% per square foot by 2010 and by 20% by 2015. Interested parties should submit comments to the Commission by February 4, 2005.  Here’s a link to the Commission ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/42569.htm.  (proceeding R.01-08-028).  

Local Governments interested in purchasing and selling electricity for customers in their jurisdiction.  Update!  A decision was issued which provides information to prospective or current Community Choice Aggregators (CCAs) regarding how the Commission envisions the program in the broadest sense and the costs that CCAs will have to incur as customers of and partners with utilities.  Here’s a link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/42389.htm.   Reminder! A Prehearing Conference for the second phase of the proceeding is scheduled for January 25 at 11 a.m. in the Commission Courtroom, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco  (proceeding R.03-10-003). More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/proceedings/R0310003.htm.

New! Cities and counties and irrigation districts providing electric utility service to customers that are responsible for paying Commission-authorized "cost responsibility surcharges" may want to attend the workshop on January 31 at 10 am, Commission Courtroom, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco.  As an alternative to personally attending the workshop, and in the interests of space and economy, those with common interests may want to consider sending a single representative to set forth their positions. The technical workshop is set to identify positions and seek consensus on process and procedures for billing and collecting the Municipal Departing Load Cost Responsibility Surcharge (MDL CRS). Participants will have the opportunity to identify positions, respond to opposing proposals, and propose remedies or approaches to satisfy requirements of previous Commission decisions. Here’s a link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/42501.htm (proceeding R.02-01-011).

Southern California Interest

New!  Antelope Valley and Tehachapi officials interested in transmission lines.  Edison has submitted applications to construct the Antelope Valley Transmission Project, a 500 kV transmission line which may be used to secure more electricity for Californians through renewable wind electric generation facilities in Tehachapi.  The applications were filed on December 9.  A scoping memo will be issued setting the proceeding’s schedule and issues to be examined (proceeding A.04-12-007 and A.04-12-008). 

Los Angeles elected officials may want to comment on San Gabriel Water Company’s request to increase rates in its Los Angeles district by 29% in 2005, 3% in 2006 and 3% in 2007.  Update! The public participation hearing on January 20 will be at 7 p.m. at Bassett High School Little Theater, 755 N. Ardilla Avenue, La Puente (proceeding A.04-09-005). 

New! Santa Catalina Island rate changes.  The Commission has authorized a revenue increase for Edison’s gas service in Santa Catalina of $984,500, which will be phased in over a three year period - an increase of 39% in 2005, 28% in 2006 and 22% in 2007. Edison requested a $1.2 million or 169% increase, or a $1.6 million increase if phased in over four years (that would have increased rates 283% by the year 2008).  The increase is large because this is the first gas rate increase for the area in 17 years and Edison is replacing its 30-year old gas plant.

Northern California Interest

Reminder! Local elected officials may be interested in the PG&E rate change proposal and the public hearings scheduled for it. Last May, the Commission approved revenue increases for PG&E in the amount of $236 million in electric distribution revenues, $52 million in gas distribution revenues, and $38 million in generation revenues.  Now the Commission is considering how to set the utility’s rates to recover its costs.  Five Public Participation Hearings, where consumers may express concern or ask questions, are scheduled.  See the community calendar in this newsletter for specific time and locations of the hearings (proceeding A.04-07-044).

New! PG&E rates to increase slightly beginning in January.  The Commission has allowed PG&E to implement several revenue requirement changes which result in an increase of about $274 million.  Most of the increase covers transmission revenues approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  Allocation and rate design of the non-FERC authorized components of the increase will be addressed in PG&E's upcoming general rate case.

Reminder! Officials in Salinas, South San Francisco, Los Altos, Stockton and Chico may want to attend the hearings on California Water Service’s request to increase rates. The Commission has scheduled Public Participation Hearings to answer questions and listen to comments from consumers about California Water Service’s request to increase rates in the areas noted above.  Times and locations of the meetings are noted in the community calendar at the end of this newsletter (proceeding A.04-09-028). 

Officials and consumers in the Lake Tahoe area may want to know that Southwest and Avista utilities have filed a joint request for Southwest to acquire Avista’s California gas properties and take over service to Avista’s 15,000 customers.  Update!  The utilities have reached a tentative settlement with the Commission Office of Ratepayer Advocates - ORA (an independent part of the Commission which advocates consumers’ interests in Commission proceedings). The Administrative Law Judge assigned to the proceeding has issued a ruling setting a one day Prehearing Conference or a Settlement hearing on Friday, January 14, 2005, beginning at 11 a.m. in the Commission hearing room in San Francisco.  The ruling lists a series of questions which the utilities and ORA should be ready to answer at the hearing.  Here’s a link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/42491.htm (proceeding A04-09-009).

Upcoming Commission business meetings – Thu. Jan 13, Thu., Jan 27, Thu., Feb 10 

Most items discussed at the meetings are distributed publicly 30 days in advance of the respective meeting. Read, print and download decisions that are issued through our “Official Documents” page, selecting “Currently Open for Comment.” Here’s the link to the official documents page: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/official+docs/index.htm.   The Agenda for a business meeting is posted on the website 10 days before a meeting and at the meeting you may comment on most items on the agenda.  Contact the Public Advisor for specifics. Here’s a link to the website. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov.  

December and January Community Calendar 
Here is a list of workshops and public meetings, which your community may want to follow or participate in. Since items could be added or removed daily, you may want to access our daily calendar for complete information.  Also you can get on the “Information Only” list for any of our proceedings and be notified of meetings, ruling and decisions on the proceedings you select.  Also if you have any questions, contact our Public Advisor’s Office.
	Wed., Jan. 5, 4:30 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on California Water Service’s request to increase rates in Salinas.  Salinas Sports Complex, Rodeo Room, 1034 N. Main Street. Salinas

	Thu., Jan. 6, 4:30 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on California Water Service Company’s request to increase rates in its South San Francisco and Los Altos areas. Woodside Elementary School Library, 3195 Woodside Road, Woodside  .

	Wed., Jan. 12, 4:30 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on California Water Service Company’s request to increase rates in its Stockton area. Stockton Public Library, Stewart Hazleton Room, 605 N. El Dorado St, Stockton.

	Wed., Jan. 19, 4:30 p.m.
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on changes to PG&E’s rates to recover increase costs previously approved in May 2004. Chico Public Library, Conference Room, 1108 Sherman Ave.

	Wed., Jan 19, 2 and 7 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on Southern California Water Company’s request to increase rates in Santa Maria area. Santa Maria High School, Ethel Pope Auditorium, 902 S. Broadway, Santa Maria.

	Thu., Jan 20, 4:30 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on California Water Service Company’s request to increase rates in the Chico area.  Chico Area Recreation and Parks District, the Arts and Crafts Room, 545 Vallombrosa Ave., Chico.

	Thu., Jan 20, 7 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on San Gabriel Valley Water Company’s request to increaser rates in its Los Angeles Division. Bassett High School Little Theater, 755 N. Ardilla Avenue, La Puente.

	Tue., Jan 25, 2 and 7 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on Southern California Water Company’s request to increase rates in its Rancho Cordova area.  Rancho Cordova Neighborhood Center, Community Room A & B, 106, 10665 Coloma Road, Rancho Cordova.

	Wed., Jan 26, 7 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on Southern California Water Company’s request to increase rates in its Pittsburg-Bay Point area.  Pittsburg City Hall Council Chamber, 65 Civic Avenue, Pittsburg.

	Tue., Feb. 1, 6 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on changes to PG&E’s rates to recover increase costs previously approved in May 2004. Commission Auditorium, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco.

	Wed., Feb.2, 7 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on changes to PG&E’s rates to recover increase costs previously approved in May 2004. Santa Rosa City Hall Council Chamber, 100 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa Rosa.

	Thu., Feb.3, 7 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on changes to PG&E’s rates to recover increase costs previously approved in May 2004.Sheriff’s Auditorium, 55 West Younger Ave., San Jose.

	Mon., Feb. 7, 4 pm
Public Participation Hearing
	The public is invited to attend and comment on changes to PG&E’s rates to recover increase costs previously approved in May 2004. Tulare Public Library’s Centennial Room, 113 North F Street. Tulare


A word about our website:  CPUC posts its public documents on its website. You can access them by searching through the Official Documents page (link on the left) or by using the search engine linked on the right.  If you want information about participating in formal proceedings, the Public Advisor’s page can help you (link under “quick hits”). The home page lists information in the CPUC spotlight and it provides a link to special announcements on other important issues.  A Consumer Information Center (link on the left) is loaded with information about utility programs the commission has authorized. The News Room (link on left) provides press releases and other information to the media.  Our industry divisions have posted numerous industry-related decisions, presentations, reports and other information on their pages (see Regulated Areas selection on the left). 

If you have problems finding the documents you need, call or e-mail us and we’ll help you.

Published by the CPUC’s Local Government Liaison Program, this newsletter is distributed by e-mail. Please e-mail us at: newsletter_in@cpuc.ca.gov if you would like to be added, or newsletter_out@cpuc.ca.gov to be removed from our distribution list.  We do not share this distribution list with any company or agency.  The newsletter will also be posted on the CPUC website: www.cpuc.ca.gov (select the Public Advisor link under Quick Hits). 

If you have questions about anything in this newsletter, please e-mail Kyle DeVine at kyl@cpuc.ca.gov. If you wish to participate in a CPUC proceeding, have questions about a proceeding, want to automatically receive CPUC-issued documents, or want to comment at a Commission meeting, our Public Advisor’s Office is here to help. Contact us at:


San Francisco Office: 866-849-8390, or public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov

Los Angeles Office: 866-849-8391, or public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov

