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Local Government Newsletter
 No. 12  March 2005 


This newsletter is intended to inform you about recent actions undertaken and issues pending before the CPUC that may affect your community.

How are we doing?  Our survey will still be available for a few more days for those of you who have not had a chance to fill it out.  Please do so; it only takes a few minutes to complete.  We are striving to make the newsletter useful for you and your answers will help us meet that goal.  Here’s a link to it: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/newslettersurvey/
Statewide Interest

New! In another move to keep the lights on, the Commission has approved programs designed to encourage customers to use less electricity when and if the demand for electricity will be greater than the available supply this summer.  Some provide incentive for customers to lower their electrical use during specific times of the day when they are given notification a day in advance.  Other programs provide benefits for customers who lower their electrical use when given less notice.  The decision also provides technology and technical assistance programs to automate customer response to demand reduction signals, and programs to educate customers about their power to reduce their bills by switching their use to off peak hours. Here’s a link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/44881.htm (proceeding R.02-06-001). 

Update! Officials with low-income constituents The Commission must adopt a program of income certification and annual verification, as required by the Federal Communications Commission in order to protect the financial viability of the telecommunications low-income discount program, known as the Universal Lifeline Telephone Service or ULTS program. The Commission may authorize a decision as early as its April 7th meeting.  Shortly after a decision has been reached, workshops will be held seeking input and comments on implementation of the Commission order (proceeding R.04-12-001).  

Energy Efficiency information Reminder! Public workshops continue in April to gather input for planning 2006 – 2008 energy efficiency programs for Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), San Diego Gas and Electric (SDG&E), Southern California Edison (Edison) and Southern California Gas (SoCalGas). The advisory group meeting and workshop schedule is available at http://www.californiaenergyefficiency.com/docs/SCG_SCE_Schedule.pdf.  Additional information on the meetings, workshops and meeting materials can be found at: http://www.californiaenergyefficiency.com/pag.html.  For questions, please contact Don Arambula (Edison), don.arambula@sce.com, (626) 302-8179; Joy Yamagata (SDG&E and SoCalGas), jyamagata@semprautilities.com, (858) 654-1755; Annette Beitel (PG&E), asb5@pge.com, (415) 973-6792 or (847) 920-0367.

Update!  Low income Energy Efficiency Program (LIEE).  This program provides various energy saving devices, to low income customers. The CPUC is working on standardizing the LIEE program for regulated energy utilities and as part of that, a standardization team proposed changes to the program last January.  Since then various parties have protested the proposal because there has not been sufficient public comment on it, as previous Commission rulings directed.  Therefore, a ruling has been issued to withdraw the proposal and hold workshops to gather public input. Link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44905.htm (proceeding R. 04-01-006). 

Update!  The DDTP has revised its website and here’s the link for more information: http://www.ddtp.org.   Please refer your constituents to it to learn more about the CPUC authorized programs that are part of its Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP). For example, the California Telephone Access program distributes telecommunications equipment and services to individuals certified as having difficulty using the telephone.  The California Relay Service provides specially-trained operators to relay telephone conversations back and forth between people who are deaf, hard of hearing, or speech-disabled and all those they wish to communicate with by telephone.

The CPUC will consider a new rule to establish uniform construction standards for the attachment of wireless antennas to jointly used poles and towers, addressing issues of worker safety and system reliability.  It will consider safety measures such as, should electric supply and communication workers have the ability to shut down a wireless antenna facility with a "kill switch" if the worker determines that his or her safety may be compromised. Workshops and hearings may be held.  Reminder! Opening comments on the proposed rule shall be filed with the Commission's Docket Office and served no later than 45 days after the date the OIR is mailed or by April 14. Responses to opening comments may be submitted and shall be filed and served by April 29.  Here’s a link to the order opening the rulemaking: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/44173.htm (proceeding R.05-02-023).

Update! Local governments interested in self generation - It’s possible that the success of the program is leading to an exhaustion of funds allocated to it for 2005. Since the Commission wants the program to continue as a way of diversifying and assuring the reliability of the state's energy resources, a ruling was issued encouraging utilities to use funds set aside for future years as a stopgap measure until the Commission makes a decision on authorizing additional funding.  More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44300.htm (proceeding R.04-03-017).

Update!  Electromagnetic Fields.  The CPUC held a prehearing conference on April 4 for the proceeding that will determine policies and procedures related to electromagnetic fields emanating from regulated utility facilities.  A ruling will be issued soon listing the schedule for workshops.  More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44816.htm (proceeding R.04-08-020).

Southern California Interest

New!  310 area code petition for an overlay - a local jurisdiction meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 26 at 10 a.m., El Segundo Council Chambers.  A group of telecommunications companies has asked the CPUC to replace the current 310 area code split backup plan with an area code overlay.  The CPUC, as part of reviewing the petition, will hold public meetings and a local jurisdiction meeting to hear comments about the proposed overlay.  Public meetings have been scheduled for El Segundo, Redondo Beach, Malibu and Culver City.  See the community calendar in this newsletter for specifics. The area code split backup plan would split the area in two generally along Imperial Highway; the northern portion would keep the 310 area code while the southern portion would get the new 424 area code. With the proposed area code overlay, current service keeps the 310 area code and new services may get the new 424 area code.  With the overlay plan everyone who has the 310 area code or the 424 area code will have to place all calls by dialing the complete phone number – 1 + area code + seven-digit number.  Link to ruling about public meetings: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45068.htm  Also as part of reviewing the petition, the CPUC has issued a ruling to receive comments from the parties concerning the Public Education Program (PEP) that would be necessary if the Commission were to implement an area code overlay.  Link to the ruling about education program: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44897.htm (proceeding R.95-04-043).

New! Community forum in the City of Commerce. Senator Martha M. Escutia, Senator of the 30th District, and the CPUC will hold a community forum to discuss safety of residents and businesses along railroad right-of-ways. Recent accidents along railroad right-of-ways have raised significant concerns among constituents.  This community forum will be an opportunity for important stakeholders to come together and address the concern. Friday, May 6, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., City of Commerce Council Chambers, 5655 Jillison Street, Commerce. 
New! Communities served by Southern California Edison may be interested in the utility’s request to increase rates to cover expenses forecast for generation, transmission, distribution, customer service, customer accounting and general administration operations. Public Participation Hearings, where the public may comment on the request, will be held in Rosemead, Fullerton, San Bernardino, Palm Springs and Visalia.  See the Community Calendar in this newsletter for details. Here’s a link to the Scoping memo:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44521.htm (proceeding A.04-12-014).

New! Local governments concerned about natural gas supplies and rates may be interested in the application that San Diego Gas & Electric Company and Southern California Gas Company filed requesting to integrate their gas transmission rates, establish firm access rights, and provide off-system gas transportation services. A prehearing conference will be held on Thursday, April 28,  at 10:00 a.m. at the Commission's hearing room, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, to identify issues raised in the application, in the 13 protests and the in responses to the application, and to discuss the procedural schedule. Southern California Gas Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company, and other interested parties, may file prehearing conference statements with the Docket Office on or before April 22, 2005.  More information:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44885.htm (proceeding A.04-12-004).

New!  Local government and public agency representatives may want to attend a public agency collaboration on energy efficiency, sponsored by Southern California Edison, Southern California Gas Company and the County of Los Angeles under the auspices of the CPUC. The workshop will provide useful information to overcome energy efficiency challenges, to understand energy and environmental goals, and to learn about what state opportunities are available for energy efficiency funding.  Speakers include CPUC Commissioner Diane Grueneich, CEC Commissioner Jackie Pfannenstiel, and California's Deputy Secretary for Energy, Joe Desmond. Wednesday, April 20, Pacific Palms Resort in the City of Industry. For more information and to register by April 15th, call 626-812-7537, fax 626-812-7548 or online www.sce.com/ctac, reference event number 12926.

Update! The proceeding resumes on the Liquefied Natural Gas Terminal at the Port of Long Beach which SES’s proposes to build.  A ruling has been issued setting the proceeding schedule and Public Participation Hearings (PPH), based on the assumption that the Draft Environmental Impact Report will be issued around the beginning of May. PPHs will be on July 25 at 3 and 7 p.m. at the Long Beach Public Library, Auditorium, 101 Pacific Avenue, Long Beach and on July 26 at 4:30 p.m. at Banning’s Landing Community Center in Wilmington, 100 East Water Street.  Here’s a link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44893.htm (proceeding I. 04-04-024).  

Northern California Interest

Update!  CPUC will look at the reliability of PG&E substations.  In addition to investigating the electricity outage in December 2003 that originated at Pacific Gas and Electric Company's (PG&E) Mission Substation, the Commission will also take a comprehensive look at the reliability of PG&E's indoor substations across the utility's service territory.  The Commission has opened an investigation and issued an Order to Show Cause for PG&E to appear and show cause why the Commission should not find that PG&E violated Public Utilities Code Section 451 by allowing an unsafe condition to exist at the Mission Substation, which led to an electrical fire and catastrophic power outage. More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/44784.htm (proceeding I.05-03-011).  

New!  211 community service coming to Sacramento County.  The CPUC has authorized the Community Services Planning Council to provide community referral service in Sacramento County.  Upon dialing 2-1-1, a caller will be routed to a referral service and then to an agency that can provide information concerning social services such as housing assistance, programs to assist with utility bills, food assistance and other less urgent situations not currently addressed by either 911 or 311 services.  

Update!  Monterey and Felton Communities’ water service.  A prehearing conference was held on April 5, on California American Water Company’s request to increase rates in Monterey and Felton.  The proceeding schedule was discussed and a ruling will be issued detailing it.  More information:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/44779.htm (proceeding A.05-02-012).  Also in the company’s Monterey District, a sharply increasing rate structure will be implemented to discourage non-essential water use in the upper blocks, if water production levels from its Carmel River sources indicate a likelihood that the water company would otherwise be in violation of a State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) production-limitation order.  The increases expire on November 1, 2005, to be replaced by whatever rates will be in effect.  Also, about $1,957,530 will be returned to consumers from revenue  collected last year when Cal-Am was faced with violating the Board’s production-limitation order. More information:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/44667.htm (proceeding A.04-10-037).

Update!  South Lake Tahoe customers of Avista Corporation (Avista).  The Commission has authorized the sale of Avista’s gas service to Southwest Gas Corporation.  Current Avista customers are protected from an increase in gas base rates through at least 2008.Here’s a link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/44746.htm (proceeding A.04-09-009). 

Upcoming Commission business meetings –Thu. Apr 7, Thu. Apr 21, Thu. May 5, Thu. May 26

Most items discussed at the meetings are distributed publicly 30 days in advance of the respective meeting. Read, print and download decisions that are issued through our “Official Documents” page, selecting “Currently Open for Comment.”  The Agenda for a business meeting is posted on the website 10 days before a meeting and at the meeting you may comment on most items on the agenda.  Contact the Public Advisor for specifics. Here’s a link to the website. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov.  

April and May Community Calendar 
Here is a list of workshops and public meetings, which your community may want to follow or participate in. Since items could be added or removed daily, you may want to access our daily calendar for complete information.  Also you can get on the “Information Only” list for any of our proceedings and be notified of meetings, ruling and decisions on the proceedings you select.  Also if you have any questions, contact our Public Advisor’s Office.
	Tue., Apr. 5, 2 & 7 p.m.
Public Participation Hearings
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Apple Valley Ranchos Water Company’s request to increase rates by 19% in 2006, 3% in 2007 and 5% in 2008. Town of Apple Valley Council Chamber, 14955 Dale Evans Parkway.

	Tue., Apr 26, 10 a.m.
Local Jurisdiction Meeting
	Local government officials are invited to attend and comment on the telecommunication parties’ proposal to use an area code overlay in the area covered by the 310 area code instead of the back-up plan previously approved to split the area. El Segundo Council Chambers, 350 Main Street, El Segundo.  

	Tue., Apr 26, 2 p.m.
Public Meeting
	The public is invited to attend and comment on the telecommunication parties’ proposal to use an area code overlay in the area covered by the 310 area code instead of the back-up plan previously approved to split the area. El Segundo Council Chambers, 350 Main Street, El Segundo.  

	Tue., Apr 26, 7 p.m.
Public Meeting
	The public is invited to attend and comment on the telecommunication parties’ proposal to use an area code overlay in the area covered by the 310 area code instead of the back-up plan previously approved to split the area. Redondo Beach Council Chambers, 415 Diamond Street, Redondo Beach.

	Wed., Apr 27, 10 a.m.
Public Meeting
	The public is invited to attend and comment on the telecommunication parties’ proposal to use an area code overlay in the area covered by the 310 area code instead of the back-up plan previously approved to split the area. Malibu Council Chambers, 23815 Stuart Ranch Road, Malibu.

	Wed., Apr 27, 7 p.m.
Public  Meeting
	The public is invited to attend and comment on the telecommunication parties’ proposal to use an area code overlay in the area covered by the 310 area code instead of the back-up plan previously approved to split the area. Culver City Senior Center, Assembly Room B47, Veterans Memorial Complex, Culver City.

	Fri. May 6, 9:30-3:00
Community Forum
	The public is invited to attend a community forum with Senator Martha Escutia and the CPUC where stakeholders will address shared concern for the safety of residents and businesses along railroad right-of-ways. City of Commerce Council Chambers, 5655 Jillison Sreet, Commerce. 

	Mon., May 9, 2 & 7 p.m.
Public Participation Hearings
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. Garvey Community Center, Banquet Room, 9108 Garvey Ave., Rosemead.

	Tue., May 10, 2 & 7 p.m.
Public Participation Hearings
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. The Chase Suite Hotel, Royal Room, 2932 E. Nutwood Ave., Fullerton

	Wed., May 11, 2 & 7 p.m.
Public Participation Hearings
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006.  San Bernardino Public Library, Bing Wong Auditorium, 555 6th Street, San Bernardino

	Thu., May 12, 2 & 7 p.m.
Public Participation Hearings
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. Palm Springs City Hall Council Chamber, 3200 Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs.

	Thu., May 19, 2 & 7 p.m.
Public Participation Hearings
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. Visalia Convention Center, Charter Oak Ballroom C, 303 E. Acequia Ave, Visalia.


A word about our website:  CPUC posts its public documents on its website. Access them by searching through the Official Documents page (link on the left) or by using the search engine linked on the right.  If you want information about participating in formal proceedings, the Public Advisor’s page can help you (link under “quick hits”). The home page lists information in the CPUC spotlight and provides links to special announcements on other important issues.  A Consumer Information Center (link on the left) contains information about utility programs the Commission has authorized. The News Room (link on left) provides press releases and other information to the media.  Our industry divisions have posted numerous industry-related decisions, presentations, reports and other information on their pages (see Regulated Areas selection on the left). 

If you have problems finding the documents you need, call or e-mail us and we’ll help you.

Published by the CPUC’s Local Government Liaison Program, this newsletter is distributed by e-mail. Please e-mail us at: newsletter_in@cpuc.ca.gov if you would like to be added, or newsletter_out@cpuc.ca.gov to be removed from our distribution list.  We do not share this distribution list with any company or agency.  The newsletter will also be posted on the CPUC website: www.cpuc.ca.gov (select the Public Advisor link under Quick Hits). 

If you have questions about anything in this newsletter, please e-mail Kyle DeVine at kyl@cpuc.ca.gov. If you wish to participate in a CPUC proceeding, have questions about a proceeding, want to automatically receive CPUC-issued documents, or want to comment at a Commission meeting, our Public Advisor’s Office is here to help. Contact us at:


San Francisco Office: 866-849-8390, or public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov

Los Angeles Office: 866-849-8391, or public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov







