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	California Public Utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco, CA  94102 - www.cpuc.ca.gov

Local Government Newsletter
 No. 13 April 2005 


This newsletter is intended to inform you about recent actions undertaken and issues pending before the CPUC that may affect your community.

Statewide Interest

Update! Officials with low-income constituents may be interested in changes to the low income discount telephone and energy programs. 

· The CPUC has crafted an eligibility certification program for the Universal Lifeline Telephone Service (ULTS) program that satisfies the FCC requirements and meets the universal service goals of the California Legislature.  It also ensures continued strong enrollment by all eligible consumers, including the disabled, non-English speakers, and those that may have difficulty documenting their income. Link to decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45281.htm (proceeding R.04-12-001).

· Income limits for the low income energy (CARE) and the telephone (ULTS) programs will increase in June as follows: 

	CARE Income Limits for June 1, 2005 through May 31, 2006

	Household Size
	CARE & LIEE

	1 - 2
	$24,200

	3
	$28,400

	Each additional person
	            $ 5,800


ULTS income limits for June 1 through May 31, 2005
	Household Size
	Income Limit

	1 – 2
	$ 20,600

	3
	$ 24,300

	Each Additional person  
	$  4,900


In addition the CPUC has released recommendations for the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) and Low-Income Energy Efficiency (LIEE) programs for program year 2005 for seven small and multi-jurisdictional utilities (SMJU), which offer these programs. Mountain Utilities is required to monitor its service area for a need for these programs, but isn't currently offering either CARE or LIEE.  Parties may comment on the recommendation by May 20, 2005. Any party wishing to reply to the opening comments shall do so by May 30, 2005.  Link to the report: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45974.htm.  Link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45962.htm.  Also the CPUC has approved funding for this year’s Low Income Energy Efficiency (LIEE) and California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) programs submitted by the large utilities - PG&E, Edison, SDG&E and SoCal Gas.  Link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45905.htm (proceeding R.04-01-006).
New! Officials interested in changes to telecommunication regulation.  The CPUC is assessing and may revise the regulation of all telecommunications utilities in California to develop, where feasible and in the public interest, a uniform regulatory framework, except for small incumbent local exchange companies (ILECs). Opening comments are due 45 days after the order was mailed (April 14).  Link to the order http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45524.htm (proceeding R.05-04-005).

Update! Officials interested in consumer protections. The CPUC has issued a proposal for a revised Telecommunications Bill of Rights which includes internet freedom and naked DSL service. Comments are due May 31, and replies to the comments are due June 15.  The ruling shows the proposed rules and a revised schedule for the proceeding.  Link to ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46036.htm (proceeding R.00-02-004). 

New!  SBC – ATT request to merge.  A scoping memo issued setting the proceeding schedule.  Link to ruling:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45893-05.htm   Another was issued detailing the Public Participation Hearings http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45945.htm, which will be in Oakland, Sacramento, Fresno, Culver City, Anaheim, Riverside and San Diego. See Community Calendar for details (proceeding A.05-02-027). 

Update!  The CPUC allocated the 2005 revenue requirement of the California Department of Water Resources (DWR), and implemented a $166 million reduction in DWR's 2005 revenue requirement. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45274.htm (proceeding A.00-11-038).

New!  The CPUC has released its rail safety action plan. The CPUC is prepared to act in every way it can to resolve problems with rail safety and this action plan list steps the CPC will take to accomplish this goal. Link to the action plan: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/Graphics/45764.PDF. 

Update! In another move to keep the lights on, the CPUC has authorized a budget within the almost $3 million carryover funds available for the Statewide Pricing Pilot (SPP), Advanced Demand Response System (ADRS) and Information Display Pilot (IDP) programs that are designed to encourage customers to use less electricity when and if the demand for electricity will be greater than the available supply this summer.  Link to ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45588.htm (proceeding R.02-06-001).

Update! Energy Efficiency information  The Commission issued a decision that builds upon prior decisions in establishing the goals, policies and administrative framework that will guide future energy efficiency programs funded by the ratepayers of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E), Southern California Edison Company (SCE) and Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas). Link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45783.htm (proceeding R.01-08-028).

Update!  Officials concerned about Direct Access costs – The CPUC’s Energy Division has issued the “Status Report," regarding Municipal Departing Load (MDL) Cost Responsibility Surcharge (CRS) Billing and Collection Bilateral Negotiations on the First Meeting of the Direct Access (DA)/MDL CRS Calculation Working Group.  Link to the report: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45706.htm (proceeding R.02-01-011).

Update! Communities interested in converting overhead utility lines to underground facilities – The CPUC has determined that the Order issued in Decision (D.) 01-12-009 which revised the rules for converting overhead utility lines to underground will stay in place until the Commission opens a new proceeding at a later date consistent with the Commission's resources and priorities, or until further order of the Commission. Here’s a link to that decision:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/11810.htm (proceeding R.00-01-005).

The CPUC will consider a new rule to establish uniform construction standards for the attachment of wireless antennas to jointly used poles and towers, addressing issues of worker safety and system reliability.  Update! The Commission has scheduled a prehearing conference for May 24 to discuss a proceeding schedule, what issues should be addresses and how to manage them.  Link to ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45728.htm (proceeding R.05-02-023).

Southern California Interest

Reminder! Rail safety community forum in the City of Commerce. Senator Martha M. Escutia, Senator of the 30th District, and the CPUC will hold a community forum to discuss safety of residents and businesses along railroad right-of-ways. Recent accidents along railroad right-of-ways have raised significant concerns among constituents.  This community forum will be an opportunity for elected officials, emergency response agencies, railroads, consumers and other important stakeholders to come together and discuss the concern. Friday, May 6, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., City of Commerce Council Chambers, 5655 Jillison Street, Commerce.   Another is being planned for early summer in the San Bernardino area.

New! Communities concerned about proposals to replace steam generators at SONGS – The CPUC will hold two Town Hall meetings on May 17th in Oceanside and San Clemente to discuss Southern California Edison's request to replace its San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station Units 2 and 3 (SONGS 2 & 3) steam generators: more information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/NEWS_RELEASE/45907.htm (proceeding A.04-02-026).

New! San Diegians following SDG&E rate changes. – San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) filed an application for authority to make various rate design changes, and to update specific marginal costs, such as adjusting revenue allocations and rates towards cost based levels, transferring any remaining cross subsidies to a new non-bypassable charge and ensuring all customer classes bear responsibilities for residential subsidies. A scoping memo has been issued to address issues, schedule and other matters.  Link to ruling:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45919.htm (proceeding A.05-02-019).

Update! Playa del Rey and Marina del Rey officials following SoCal Gas’ request to sell property.  The CPUC has set a prehearing conference for Tuesday, May 10, at 10 a.m. at the Commission's Los Angeles courtroom, 320 West 4th Street, Suite 500, Los Angeles, to establish a proceeding schedule. The Commission wants to schedule evidentiary hearings to create a record on the adequacy of the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) that was issued February 11 for consideration of SoCalGas's application to sell 34 lots in Playa del Rey and 2 lots in Marina del Rey. If the FEIR is certified as compliant with CEQA, the Commission can then issue a Decision on SoCalGas' application to sell the 36 lots.  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45927.htm (proceeding A.99-05-029).

New! Water rate increases in Baldwin Hills, Duarte, and San Marino Service Areas of California American Water Company – customers will see a five percent increase in their bills for two years to recover water contamination litigation costs.  Link to Resolution: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_RESOLUTION/45845.htm.
New!  Bear Valley Electric Service rates will increase to cover costs of a new 8.4 megawatt generating facility. Adopted rates are subject to refund after a reasonableness review and the revenue is capped so that any overage will be borne by the utility.  Bear Valley serves 22,000 customers in and around Big Bear Lake in San Bernardino County.  Residential customers will see a 9% increase, with low-income rates increasing about 4%.  Business rates will increase about 5%; large customers’ rates will increase 11 percent.  Link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45328.htm (proceeding A.04-10-003).

Update!  Community leaders following SDG&E’s request to construction a new substation – The CPUC has granted SDG&E’s request to construct the new Grant Hill Substation, previously referred to as the Uptown Substation. It will have a capacity of 120 megavolt amperes (MVA) and is needed to meet existing and anticipated growth and to improve distribution reliability.  Link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45295.htm (proceeding A.04-03-015).
Update! Whispering Hills, LLC (Whispering Hills) may grade the property that is the subject of this application.  The CPUC also directed SDG&E to enter into further negotiations with Whispering Hills regarding the price to be paid for the property. Link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45280.htm (proceeding A.04-07-049). 

Update!  Mission Viejo community leaders - NOPE’s request for a TRO on the Viejo project is denied. N.O.P.E., Inc. (NOPE) filed a request that would have required Edison to cease construction of its Viejo System (Viejo) transmission upgrade project previously authorized by the Commission. The request was denied because NOPE had not demonstrated any of several elements required for our issuance of a stay or TRO. Link to decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45762.htm (proceeding A.03-03-043).

Reminder!  Communities served by Southern California Edison may be interested in the utility’s request to increase rates to cover expenses forecast for generation, transmission, distribution, customer service, customer accounting and general administration operations. Public Participation Hearings, where the public may comment on the request, continue into May.  See the Community Calendar in this newsletter for details (proceeding A.04-12-014).

Northern California Interest

New!  Monterey officials note that the CPUC denied California American Water Company’s request to impose a moratorium on new water connections. Link to decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/45317.htm (proceeding A.04-09-037).

Reminder!  Monterey and Felton Communities’ water service.  Public Participation Hearings are scheduled for May 12 in Monterey and May 13 in Felton to hear concerns about California Amiercan Water Company’s request to increase rates.  See the community calendar for details (proceeding A.05-02-012).  

Update!  CPUC will look at the reliability of PG&E substations.  The Commission held a prehearing conference on April 11 and has issued a scoping ruling outlining the schedule scope of the proceeding.  Link to memo: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45603.htm (proceeding I.05-03-011).  

Upcoming Commission business meetings –Thu. May 5, Thu. May 26, Thu. June 16, Thu. June 30

Most items discussed at the meetings are distributed publicly 30 days in advance of the respective meeting. Read, print and download decisions that are issued through our “Official Documents” page, selecting “Currently Open for Comment.”  The Agenda for a business meeting is posted on the website 10 days before a meeting and at the meeting you may comment on most items on the agenda.  Contact the Public Advisor for specifics. Here’s a link to the website. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov.  

May and June Community Calendar 
Here is a list of workshops and public meetings, which your community may want to follow or participate in. Since items could be added or removed daily, you may want to access our daily calendar for complete information.  Also you can get on the “Information Only” list for any of our proceedings and be notified of meetings, ruling and decisions on the proceedings you select.  Also if you have any questions, contact our Public Advisor’s Office.
	Fri. May 6, 9:30-3:00
Rail Safety Forum
	The public is invited to attend a community forum with Senator Martha Escutia and the CPUC where stakeholders will address shared concern for the safety of residents and businesses along railroad right-of-ways. City of Commerce Council Chambers, 5655 Jillison Sreet, Commerce. 

	Mon., May 9, 2 & 7 p.m.
Edison Rate Request

	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. Garvey Community Center, Banquet Room, 9108 Garvey Ave., Rosemead.

	Tue., May 10, 2 & 7 p.m.
Edison Rate Request

	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. The Chase Suite Hotel, Royal Room, 2932 E. Nutwood Ave., Fullerton

	Wed., May 11, 2 & 7 p.m.
Edison Rate Request

	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006.  San Bernardino Public Library, Bing Wong Auditorium, 555 6th Street, San Bernardino

	Thu., May 12, 2 & 7 p.m.
Cal-Am Water Rate Request

	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on California American Water Company’s request to increase rates. Monterey Conference Center Colton Room 1 & 2, one Portola Plaza, Monterey.

	Thu., May 12, 2 & 7 p.m.
Edison Rate Request

	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. Palm Springs City Hall Council Chamber, 3200 Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs.

	Fri., May 13, 2 & 7 p.m.
Cal-Am Water Rate Request

	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on California American Water Company’s request to increase rates. Felton Community Hall Main Auditorium, 6191 Highway 9, Felton. 

	Tue., May 17, 1 p.m.
SONGS Steam Generator
Replacement
	The Commission is holding a Town Hall Meeting for the public to comment on Southern California Edison's request to replace its San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station Units 2 and 3 (SONGS 2 & 3) steam generators.  Civic Center Library Community Rooms, 330 N. Coast Highway, Oceanside.

	Tue., May 17, 7 p.m.
SONGS Steam Generator
Replacement 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Southern California Edison's request to replace its San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station Units 2 and 3 (SONGS 2 & 3) steam generators. San Clemente Inn, 2600 Avenida Presidente, San Clemente.

	Thu., May 19, 2 & 7 p.m.
Edison Rate Request 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on Edison’s request to increase rates for service in 2006. Visalia Convention Center, Charter Oak Ballroom C, 303 E. Acequia Ave, Visalia.

	Tue., June 14, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Elihu Harris State Building Room 1, Auditorium, 1515 Clay St., 2nd Floor, Oakland.

	Wed., June 15, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Clarion Mansion Hotel Inn Terrace Room, 700 16th St, Sacramento.

	Mon., June 20, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Fresno State Building Auditorium, 2550 Mariposa Mall, 1st Floor, Room 1036, Fresno.

	Mon., June 27, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Veterans Memorial Complex Rotunda Room, 4117 Overland Ave., Culver City.

	Tue., June 28, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Anaheim City Hall East Council Chamber, 200 S. Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim.

	Wed., June 29 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Riverside Convention Center, 3443 Orange St., Riverside.

	Thu., June 30 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Scottish Rite Center Square Compass Room, 1895 Camino del Rio S., San Diego.


A word about our website:  CPUC posts its public documents on its website. Access them by searching through the Official Documents page (link on the left) or by using the search engine linked on the right.  If you want information about participating in formal proceedings, the Public Advisor’s page can help you (link under “quick hits”). The home page lists information in the CPUC spotlight and provides links to special announcements on other important issues.  A Consumer Information Center (link on the left) contains information about utility programs the Commission has authorized. The News Room (link on left) provides press releases and other information to the media.  Our industry divisions have posted numerous industry-related decisions, presentations, reports and other information on their pages (see Regulated Areas selection on the left). 

If you have problems finding the documents you need, call or e-mail us and we’ll help you.

Published by the CPUC’s Local Government Liaison Program, this newsletter is distributed by e-mail. Please e-mail us at: newsletter_in@cpuc.ca.gov if you would like to be added, or newsletter_out@cpuc.ca.gov to be removed from our distribution list.  We do not share this distribution list with any company or agency.  The newsletter will also be posted on the CPUC website: www.cpuc.ca.gov (select the Public Advisor link under Quick Hits). 

If you have questions about anything in this newsletter, please e-mail Kyle DeVine at kyl@cpuc.ca.gov. If you wish to participate in a CPUC proceeding, have questions about a proceeding, want to automatically receive CPUC-issued documents, or want to comment at a Commission meeting, our Public Advisor’s Office is here to help. Contact us at:


San Francisco Office: 866-849-8390, or public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov

Los Angeles Office: 866-849-8391, or public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov







