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Local Government Newsletter
 No. 14 May 2005 


This newsletter is intended to inform you about recent actions undertaken and issues pending before the CPUC that may affect your community.

Statewide Interest

New! The California Public Utilities Commission welcomes John Bohn as its newest Commissioner.  Commissioner Bohn was sworn in on May 5th.  Commissioners are appointed by the governor to serve six year terms and are confirmed by the state Senate.  Link to Commissioner Bohn’s biography: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/aboutcpuc/commissioners/05bohn/index.htm   

New! Officials interested in protecting our environment. The CPUC supports Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s plan to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to year 2000 levels by 2010; to 1990 levels by 2020; and to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.  The CPUC has adopted and continues to pursue aggressive energy efficiency and renewable energy policies. It requires the energy utilities to assess the financial risk associated with GHG emissions, and is assessing options to establish a GHG emissions reduction target for the energy utilities. Link to CPUC climate change discussion paper: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/industry/electric/climate+change/climatechangediscussionpaper.doc 

New! Officials wanting information about electrical supplies and demand - the CPUC will host a meeting with the California Energy Commission regarding the continued implementation of the state's Energy Action Plan on June 15, 2005, from 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the CPUC's Auditorium at 505 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco. Topics of discussion will include: a new 2005 Energy Action Plan and review of the electric supply/demand outlook for the summer 2005. More information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/industry/electric/energy+action+plan/index.htm 

New! Community organizations participating in Direct Access – A ruling was issued initiating the process to assess whether to revise the Direct Access Cost Responsibility Surcharge (DA CRS) cap of 2.7 cents/kWh. The Working Group currently involved in updating the CRS obligations through 2005 is authorized to expand its scope to include modeling work to update forecasts of CRS obligations through the year 2011. The Energy Division shall hold an initial conference within five working days.  Link to ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46761.htm  (proceeding R.02-01-011).  

Energy efficiency:  Updates! A ruling was issued to address scheduling issues related to the energy efficiency applications by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company, Southern California Edison Company and Southern California Gas Company.  It establishes the dates for (1) Peer Review Group (PRG) assessments, (2) the prehearing conference and (3) comments and replies on the applications. Link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/published/rulings/46500.htm

Also, CPUC approved Edison’s request to augment energy efficiency programs designed to reduce peak demand for the summer 2005.  Programs include instant rebates for energy efficiency, appliance recycling, energy efficient lighting retrofits for small businesses, and for all businesses, cash incentives for custom-designed, cost-effective long-term energy saving retrofits of existing business facilities.  Link to decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/46225.htm#P72_1558 (proceeding A.05-02-029).

Update!  Communities interested in advanced telecommunications services - the CPUC has issued its report to the Legislature on Broadband. It finds that advanced telecommunications technologies are increasingly central to the needs of families, the state's economy and the vitality of local communities. California leads the nation in the deployment of broadband services and usage, and yet must continue to advance forward-looking public policies and programs that will ensure the state's continued leadership in deploying new advanced telecommunications technologies. Link to decision and report: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/46428.htm (proceeding R.03-04-003).
New!  Interested in public service?  The CPUC will be appointing someone from the public to the Low-Income Oversight Board, which advises the Commission on low-income electric and gas customer issues and serves as a liaison for the Commission to low-income ratepayers and representatives.  Interested Individuals may submit a letter of interest and a résumé, including references, by June 15, 2005, to: Manuel Ramirez, CPUC Energy Division, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102. Qualifications and details are in the ruling and here’s the link:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46223.htm  (proceeding R.04-01-006).

Update! More about changes to utility programs.  Last month we listed the revised income limits for the low-income energy and telecommunications discount programs.  In addition, the income limits for the low-income discount program for water service (CARW) has also increased, as well as the income limits for the Family Electric Rate Assistance program (FERA).  Finally the low-income energy efficiency program (LIEE) has higher income limits for seniors 60 years and older, and the disabled. 

	CARW Income Limits 
for June 1, 2005 through May 31, 2006
(Contact your area’s water company to see if it provides the discounted service) 

	Household Size
	Income limit

	1 - 2
	$24,200

	3
	$28,400

	Each additional person
	$ 5,800


FERA income limits for June 1 through May 31, 2006
(Those enrolled will have their tier 3 usage discounted to the tier 2 rate)
	Household Size
	From
	Up To

	3
	$28,401
	$40,600

	4
	34,201
	49,000

	5
	40,001
	57,400

	6
	45,801
	65,800

	Each Additional
	5,801
	8,400


LIEE INCOME LIMITS FOR JUNE 1 THROUGH MAY 31, 2006
(Provides energy-saving measures for free)

	Household Size 
	LIEE Income Limit
	60+ Years & Disabled

	1 to 2
	$24,200 
	$27,700 

	3
	$28,400 
	$32,500 

	Each additional
	$5,800 
	$6,700 


New! CPUC’s California Teleconnect Fund (CTF) has $3 million available for schools, libraries, hospitals and health clinics that are owned and operated by a municipal or county government or a hospital district, and community based organizations that are installing new advance services, such as T1 and DSL lines.  Claims must be submitted by the customer’s service provider. Link to form and more information: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/industry/telco/public+programs/ctf_faq.htm. 

Reminder! Officials interested in consumer protections. The CPUC has issued a proposal for a revised Telecommunications Bill of Rights which includes internet freedom and naked DSL service. Comments are due May 31, and replies to the comments are due June 15.  The ruling shows the proposed rules and a revised schedule for the proceeding.  Link to ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46036.htm  (proceeding R.00-02-004). 

Reminder!  SBC – AT&T request to merge.  The Public Participation Hearings begin June 14. See the Community Calendar for details.  Link to ruling setting the hearings: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/45945.htm (proceeding A.05-02-027). 

Update!  Officials following the proceeding regarding long-term supplies of natural gas – the schedule has been revised to grant the utilities more time to prepare testimony concerning Infrastructure Adequacy and Slack Capacity Guidelines, and to allow all parties to submit rebuttal testimony. Link to the ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46244.htm (proceeding R.04-01-025).

New! Water rates are increasing. Southern California Water Company’s Region I customers will see some rate increases this year, and additional smaller rate increases in the next two years.  For this year the increases approved are:  Arden Cordova, 10%, Bay Point 2%, Clearlake 10%, Ojai 8%, Santa Maria 10% and Simi Valley 7%.  Link to decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/46623.htm (proceeding A.04-08-042).

New!  Officials concerned about legal limousine and shuttle service. CPUC staff joined the California Highway Patrol (CHP) and San Diego County Regional Airport Authority in inspecting for-hire shuttles and limousines on May 9, at the San Diego Airport.  The CPUC conducts these inspections statewide as part of its ongoing efforts to prevent illegal passenger transportation and urges consumers to verify that a service is licensed and in good standing before contracting with the company by calling 800-877-8867. Consumers that have complaints about the company they hired may call 800-894-9444 to inquire how to file a complaint.    

Southern California Interest

Reminder! Rail safety community forum in the Inland Empire. Senator Nell Soto, 32nd SD, Senator Bob Dutton, 31st SD, Assemblymember Joe S. Baca Jr., 62nd AD, and the CPUC will hold a community forum to discuss safety of residents and businesses along railroad right-of-ways. Recent accidents along railroad right-of-ways have raised significant concerns among constituents.  This community forum will be an opportunity for elected officials, emergency response agencies, railroads, consumers and other important stakeholders to come together and discuss the concern. Friday, June 24, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., San Bernardino City Council Chambers, 300 North D Street, San Bernardino. For more information call the Los Angeles Public Advisor’s Office at 213-576-7055.
New! Communities interested in SDG&E’s advanced metering proposal - Commissioner Grueneich issued a ruling providing upfront guidance, regarding handling SDG&E’s application seeking authorization of its advanced metering infrastructure (AMI) deployment proposal and associated cost recovery mechanisms. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46198.htm (proceeding A05-03-015). 

New! Southern Californians following gas transmission - San Diego Gas & Electric Company and Southern California Gas Company have requested authority to integrate their gas transmission rates, establish firm access rights, and provide off-system gas transportation services. A scoping memo has been issued which outlines the issues and a schedule for the proceeding.  Link to memo:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/published/rulings/46536.htm  (proceeding A04-12-004).

Update! Communities interested in the Antelope Transmission Line Project.  Southern California Edison wants to construct the project which will provide additional transmission capacity in Los Angeles County.  A Prehearing Conference was held May 25.  The Commission will conduct an environmental review.  In addition to the environmental issues, the project raises several other non-environmental issues related to the need for and cost-effectiveness of the project. Link to information about the project and proposed schedule: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46188.htm (proceedings A.04-12-007 and A.04-12-008). 

New! Parts of Los Angeles and Fontana will get a new, low-income water service. San Gabriel Water Company will implement the program for its low-income ratepayers for both its Los Angeles and Fontana Districts. The monthly service charge will be reduced by 50% for all customers enrolled.  The rates for water use will remain the same. The program will be available to qualified residential applicants who live in a single family dwelling or duplex and are served through a 1-inch or smaller meter.  Link to the decision: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/46180.htm  (proceeding A.03-04-025). 

Update! Playa del Rey and Marina del Rey officials following SoCal Gas’ request to sell property.  Evidentiary Hearings have been set for July 18-20, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Commission's Los Angeles courtroom, 320 West 4th Street, 5th Floor, Los Angeles, California.  On February 11, 2005, the Commission issued a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for consideration of the application to sell the 36 lots. Now that the CEQA review is completed, it is time to proceed with EHs on the non-environmental issues remaining in this proceeding. Link to ruling: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46740.htm   (proceeding A.99-05-029).

Northern California Interest

New! Officials following the investigation on PG&E’s billing and collection practices. A scoping memo has been issued outlining the issues to be looked at and the proceeding schedule. Link to the ruling:http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/published/rulings/46593.htm (proceeding I.03-01-012).

New! Communities of Mather and Castle - West Coast Gas Company has submitted an application to increase rates which, for a residential typical customer, could amount to a 15% increase. A prehearing conference (PHC) has been scheduled for Tuesday, June 14, at 11:00 a.m., in the Commission Courtroom, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, California  94102. The PHC will identify issues to be considered, determine a procedural schedule, and discuss other preliminary matters.  Link to ruling:  http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/46458.htm  (proceeding A.05-04-014).

Upcoming Commission business meetings – Thu. June 16, Thu. June 30, Thu. July 21

Most items discussed at the meetings are distributed 30 days in advance of the respective meeting. Read, print and download decisions that are issued through our “Official Documents” page, selecting “Currently Open for Comment.”  The Agenda for a business meeting is posted on the website 10 days before a meeting and at the meeting you may comment on most items on the agenda.  Contact the Public Advisor for specifics. Here’s a link to the website. http://www.cpuc.ca.gov .  

June Community Calendar 
Here is a list of workshops and public meetings, which your community may want to follow or participate in. Since items could be added or removed daily, you may want to access our daily calendar for complete information.  Also you can get on the “Information Only” list for any of our proceedings and be notified of meetings, ruling and decisions on the proceedings you select.  Also if you have any questions, contact our Public Advisor’s Office.
	Tue., June 14, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Elihu Harris State Building Room 1, Auditorium, 1515 Clay St., 2nd Floor, Oakland.

	Wed., June 15, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Clarion Mansion Hotel Inn Terrace Room, 700 16th St, Sacramento.

	Mon., June 20, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Fresno State Building Auditorium, 2550 Mariposa Mall, 1st Floor, Room 1036, Fresno.

	Fri., June 24, 9:30 a.m.
Rail Safety Forum
	32th District Senator Nell Soto and the CPUC will hold a community forum to discuss safety of residents and businesses along railroad right-of-ways.  San Bernardino City Council Chambers, 300 D Street, San Bernardino.

	Mon., June 27, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Veterans Memorial Complex Rotunda Room, 4117 Overland Ave., Culver City.

	Tue., June 28, 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Anaheim City Hall East Council Chamber, 200 S. Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim.

	Wed., June 29 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Riverside Convention Center, 3443 Orange St., Riverside.

	Thu., June 30 2 & 7 p.m.
SBC-AT&T Merger 
	The Commission is holding hearings for the public to comment on the joint application of SBC and AT&T to merge. Scottish Rite Center Square Compass Room, 1895 Camino del Rio S., San Diego.


A word about our website:  CPUC posts its public documents on its website. Access them by searching through the Official Documents page (link on the left) or by using the search engine linked on the right.  If you want information about participating in formal proceedings, the Public Advisor’s page can help you (link under “quick hits”). The home page lists information in the CPUC spotlight and provides links to special announcements on other important issues.  A Consumer Information Center (link on the left) contains information about utility programs the Commission has authorized. The News Room (link on left) provides press releases and other information to the media.  Our industry divisions have posted numerous industry-related decisions, presentations, reports and other information on their pages (see Regulated Areas selection on the left). 

If you have problems finding the documents you need, call or e-mail us and we’ll help you.

Published by the CPUC’s Local Government Liaison Program, this newsletter is distributed by e-mail. Please e-mail us at: newsletter_in@cpuc.ca.gov if you would like to be added, or newsletter_out@cpuc.ca.gov to be removed from our distribution list.    We do not share this distribution list with any company or agency.  This newsletter and all prior editions will also be posted on the CPUC website: www.cpuc.ca.gov (select the Public Advisor link under Quick Hits). 

If you have questions about anything in this newsletter, you may do so by replying directly to this e-mail or contact Kyle DeVine at kyl@cpuc.ca.gov or call 213-576-7050. If you wish to participate in a CPUC proceeding, have questions about a proceeding, want to automatically receive CPUC-issued documents, or want to comment at a Commission meeting, our Public Advisor’s Office is here to help. Contact us at:


San Francisco Office: 866-849-8390, or public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov

Los Angeles Office: 866-849-8391, or public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov







