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	California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
August 2005, Number 17

	This newsletter is intended to inform you about recent actions and issues before the CPUC that may affect your community. If you need assistance or clarification on anything in this newsletter, please contact Kyle DeVine or the Public Advisor. Below is information on how to subscribe or unsubscribe and you can also email us at: cpucnl@cpuc.ca.gov. 
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Update! The second Energy Action Plan for California has been adopted. The plan was developed by California's energy-related agencies and identifies further action necessary to meet our energy needs. Access the plan here: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/REPORT/49078.htm

New! A "Consumer Choice" policy for broadband and voice telecommunications services has been adopted by unanimous vote! The policy opposes requirements that customers pay separately for traditional telephone service as a condition of accessing high-speed Internet service. Here's the statement: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/NEWS_RELEASE/48920.PDF

New! Check a Limousine, Shuttle or Moving company's status online. Now you can check out a company's status online before you contract with the company. You can access the CPUC's list here: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/tmis/. On a related note, the CPUC determined that Globe Van Lines moving company must make restitution to 73 customers and pay a $50,000 fine. The company had operated without a license and insurance, and abused its customers. To read the decision, here: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/49096.htm (proceeding I.04-08-023). 

Update! On the request from Verizon and MCI to merge, the California Attorney General has been asked to provide an opinion by mid September on whether the merger will adversely affect competition and, if so, what mitigation measures could be adopted (proceeding A.05-04-020).
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Update! The Commission approved adding an area code next summer in the area currently served by the 310 area code. Everyone who has a phone number with the 310 area code will keep the 310 area code. New service that begins after August 26, 2006, may be assigned the 424 area code and everyone on the 310 and 424 area codes will have to dial 1+area code+seven-digit number on all calls, except those to the special three digit numbers, like 911, 211, and so forth. To read the decision go to http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/48991.htm (proceeding R.95-04-043).

Update! Various areas in Southern California - Oral argument has been scheduled for September 20 for the request by California Water Company to increase rates by 24% in 2006. For more information visit http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/49048.htm (proceeding A.05-02-004). 

New! A public hearing on low-income assistance programs has been scheduled for September 15 at 1:00 p.m. in Los Angeles, 320 W. 4th St, CPUC Courtroom, 5th floor (proceeding R.04-01-006).

New! As part of obtaining more electrical supply for California, particularly through renewable sources, a plan has been developed for a phased expansion of the Tehachapi wind resource. Read the report: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/REPORT/48819.PDF (proceeding I.00-11-001). 

Update! Arrowhead Manor Water Company in Cedar Glen near Lake Arrowhead has been granted a 26% surcharge to be collected over twelve bi-monthly billing periods at the rate of $25.12 per customer per period to cover purchased water and contract repair work. For more information visit http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_RESOLUTION/49145.htm.
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Update! Cities may get some rate relief. A decision has been modified to exempt some new municipal electrical load from paying PG&E's Regulatory Asset and Energy Recovery Bond charges. Read more about it: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/AGENDA_DECISION/48672.htm (proceeding A.04-07-032).

New! Contra Costa 8, more electricity. A memo has been issued outlining the issues and schedule for review of PG&E's request to acquire, and recover its costs for, a large, 530 Megawatts, generating station known as Contra Costa 8 in Contra Costa County, and then complete its construction and operate it. For more information visit: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/48633.htm (proceeding A.05-06-029).

New! Revenue request. A memo outlining the issues and schedule for the proceeding looking into PG&E forecast revenue requirement and rates to recover that revenue is available here: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/RULINGS/48892.htm  (proceeding A.05-06-007).

Update! Sacramento and Larkfield rate increases; Monterey and Felton water hearings. California American Water Company's Sacramento and Larkfield districts have been granted revenue increases. Sacramento's rates will increase 10% in 2005, 4% in 2006, and 3% in 2007. The Larkfield district's rates will increase 8% in 2005, 2% in 2006, and 2% in 2007. For more information visit: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/43840.htm. Hearings begin September 16 for the Monterey and Felton requests to increase rates, which for Monterey could result in a 46% increase in 2006, 18% in 2007 and 21% in 2008. Felton could see a 105% increase in 2006 (proceeding A.05-02-012). 

New! Nacimiento Water Company, serving a community 25 miles northwest of Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo County, has been granted a 68% rate increase to recover increased operating expenses. The monthly bill for a residential customer that uses 7,400 cubic feet of water will increase from $34.21 to $55.48 per month. For more information visit: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_RESOLUTION/49149.htm.
Update! Del Oro Water in Pine Flat, Tulare County has been granted a 136% rate increase for increased operating costs. This will increase the annual residential bill by $176.81, from the current $129.84 to $306.65. For more information visit: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_RESOLUTION/49142.htm. 
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Here is a list of workshops and public meetings coming up. Since items could be added or removed daily, you may want to access our daily calendar (http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/DAILY_CALENDAR/49480.htm) for complete information. Also you can get on the "Information Only" list for any of our proceedings to be notified of meetings, ruling and decisions on the proceedings you select. Have questions? Contact our Public Advisor's Office at Public.Advisor@cpuc.ca.gov.


Thursday, September 15 at 1 p.m. Low-income Assistance Programs. The public is invited to attend and comment on the CPUC's low-income Assistance Programs. State Office Building at 320 W. 4th Street, Los Angeles (Commission Courtroom on the 5th Floor). 

Wednesday, October 5 beginning at 7 p.m. a Rail Safety Forum will be held in Montebello. The Commission will participate in a public forum which will discuss grade crossing and rail safety. Montebello City Council Chambers, 1600 W. Beverly Bl., Montebello. For more information contact Lora Cornejo at 323-887-4600 or email: Lora Cornejo at cornejo@cityofmontebello.com.

Thursday, October 6 beginning at 10 a.m. Commission Business Meeting in Los Angeles. The Commission will hold its regularly scheduled business meeting in Los Angeles and time is set aside at the beginning of the meeting for the public to comment on items on the agenda. Contact the  Public Advisor's Office at Public.Advisor@cpuc.ca.gov if you need assistance. State Office Building at 320 W. 4th Street, Los Angeles (Auditorium on the 1st Floor). 


	Published by the CPUC's Local Government Liaison Program, this newsletter is distributed by e-mail. We do not share this distribution list with any company or agency.


	kyl@cpuc.ca.gov •  Public Utilities Commission (http://www.cpuc.ca.gov)



	


[image: image3]

