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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Rita Boppana,



Complainant,


vs.

Southern California Gas Company,



Defendant.


C.00-05-010

Albert Jibilian,



Complainant,


vs.

Southern California Gas Company,



Defendant.


C.00-05-011

Christine Storey,



Complainant,


vs.

Southern California Gas Company,



Defendant.


C.00-05-012

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING
ON MOTIONS TO DISMISS, MOTIONS TO CONSOLIDATE,
SCHEDULING A SITE TOUR, AND
SETTING A PREHEARING CONFERENCE

This ruling address the Motions to Dismiss filed by Defendant Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) in Case (C.) 00-05-010, C.00-05-011, and C.00-05-012, consolidates the three cases under C.00-05-010, schedules a site tour for Thursday, September 7, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. beginning in the main conference room of the SoCalGas facility located at 8141 Gulana Avenue, Playa del Rey, California 90273, and sets a prehearing conference (PHC) for 10:00 a.m. on Friday, September 8, 2000, in the Community Room of the Westchester Municipal Building, located at 716 W. Manchester Avenue, Westchester, California.

Background

On May 11, 2000, Rita Boppana, Christine Story and Albert Jibilian each filed a complaint against SoCalGas, C.00-05-010, C.00-05-011, and C.00-05-012, respectively.  Although the complaints were filed separately and individually, they share a common gravamen:  a concern whether SoCalGas is operating its Playa del Rey gas storage facility safely so as to protect the health and safety of nearby homeowners.  Specifically, the complainants are worried about the dangers of venting and leaking gas and atmospheric contamination.  Each complainant asked the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) to conduct an investigation into the SoCalGas facility in Playa del Rey.

On May 12, 1999, SoCalGas filed Application (A.) 99-05-029, seeking Commission authorization to sell vacant lots in the same Playa del Rey area.  Many nearby residents and interest groups protested the Application raising environmental and health concerns.  In January, 2000, Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Wright, the judge assigned to the Application, requested that Commission Environmental Staff review the Application.  Based on the initial assessment by the Environmental Staff, SoCalGas filed a Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) on June 7, 2000.  On June 10, 2000, SoCalGas was sent a notice that its initial PEA was deficient, and SoCalGas has 30 days
 to correct the deficiency.  Once the PEA is deemed complete, Environmental Staff will conduct an investigation into the environmental issues raised in the PEA, and will then issue an Environmental Report.  The Report will then be circulated for comment and review before the final Report is issued.

Environmental Review

Commission Environmental Staff is currently involved in an investigation of SoCalGas’ gas storage facility in Playa del Rey in A.99-05-029.  That investigation is exactly what the three complainants requested in C.00‑05‑010, C.00‑05‑011, and C.00-05-012.  Therefore, the Commission will stay conducting any further investigations or environmental reviews in C.00-05-010, C.00-05-011, and C.00-05-012, pending the issuance of the Environmental Report by Commission Staff in A.99‑05‑029.  That report will also be circulated to the service lists in C.00-05-010, C.00-05-011, and C.00-05-012.
  The parties to these case proceedings, as well as those in A.99-05-029, will have an opportunity to review and comment on the report before the final report is issued.

Motions to Dismiss

On July 7, 2000, Defendant SoCalGas filed motions to dismiss in C.00‑05‑010, C.00-05-011, and C.00-05-012.  Each motion was based on the allegation that the case fails to allege a violation of law or Commission order as required by Rule 9 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  At this stage of the proceedings in C.00-05-010, C.00-05-011, and C.00-05-012, I deny, without prejudice, each motion to dismiss.  SoCalGas may renew the motions at a future date, or the Commission may entertain the motions sua sponte.

Motions to Consolidate

As part of SoCalGas’ motions to dismiss C.00-05-010, C.00-05-011, and C.00-05-012, SoCalGas requested that if the motions to dismiss were not granted, the Commission consolidate the three cases.  Under Rule 55 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, “[p]rocedings involving related questions of law or fact may be consolidated.”  Since C.00-05-010, C.00-05-011, and C.00‑05‑012 involve similar allegations concerning the safety of SoCalGas’ operation at its Playa del Rey storage facility, the three cases are consolidated under C.00-05-010.  For all intents and purposes, the three cases will now be treated as one case under C.00-05-010.

Site Tour

SoCalGas has arranged a site tour at the gas storage facility for Thursday afternoon, September 7, 2000, at 1:30 p.m.  ALJ Wright (A.99-05-029), members from the Commission Environmental staff, and myself will be present for the tour.  All parties to the service list for A.99-08-030 and consolidated C.00‑05‑010 are receiving notice of this site tour.  In addition, any interested citizens are invited to join the tour.  People should assemble at the main conference room of the SoCalGas facility located at 8141 Gulana Avenue, Playa del Rey, California.  Directions to the facility are:  From Sepulveda Blvd. North, or the 405 Freeway North, take Manchester Avenue West.  Continue west on Manchester Avenue, crossing Lincoln Blvd., and then take a right turn on Gulana Avenue.  Follow Gulana about ¼ mile to the facility gate.

Prehearing Conference

A Prehearing Conference (PHC) is scheduled for Friday, September 8, 2000, at 10:00 a.m., in the Community Room of the Westchester Municipal Building, 716 W. Manchester Avenue, Westchester, California.  Directions to the Municipal Building are:  From Sepulveda Blvd. North, or the 405 Freeway North, take Manchester Avenue West.  Continue west on Manchester Avenue, and the Municipal Building is on Manchester Avenue before you cross Lincoln Blvd.  At the PHC, any individuals who wish to join the consolidated cases, either as a party with full participation rights, or as an interested party, to receive service of documents only, may complete an appearance form.  Following this PHC, one joint consolidated service list will be made and used for all service purposes in consolidated C.00-05-010.  Any party who has an electronic mailing address should include it as part of their address.  For any party who provides an electronic address, service may be made, and received, via electronic mail.  For any party who does not have an electronic address, service will be made and received by paper mail.

Attendees at the PHC will have an opportunity to address the Commission to relay their concerns.  A representative from the Commission’s Environmental Staff will be present to present a projected timetable for the Environmental Document that will be prepared and circulated in A.99-05-029.

It is anticipated that there will be no further proceedings in consolidated C.00-05-010 until the final Environmental Report, following the review and comment period, is issued.

Therefore, IT IS RULED that:

1. A site tour is scheduled for Thursday, September 7, 2000, at 1:30 p.m., at the Southern California Gas Company’s (SoCalGas) facility at 8141 Gulana Avenue, Playa del Rey, California.

2. A prehearing conference (PHC) in this proceeding will be held on Friday, September 8, 2000, at 10:00 a.m., in the Community Room of the Westchester Municipal Building at 716 W. Manchester Avenue, Westchester, California.

3. Southern California Gas Company’s (SoCalGas) motion to dismiss C.00‑05‑010 is denied, without prejudice.

4. SoCalGas’s motion to dismiss C.00-05-011 is denied, without prejudice.

5. SoCalGas’s motion to dismiss C.00-05-012 is denied, without prejudice.

6. SoCalGas’s motion to consolidate C.00-05-010, C. 00-05-011, and C.00‑05‑012 is granted.  The three cases are consolidated under C.00-05-010 and will be treated as one case.

7. One joint, consolidated service list will be created for consolidated C.00‑05‑010.

8. Appearances to join consolidated C.00-05-010 as a party with full participation rights, or as an interested party to receive service of documents only, will be taken at the September 8, 2000, PHC.

Dated August 9, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



/s/ CAROL A. BROWN



Carol A. Brown

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling on Motions to Dismiss, Motions to Consolidate, Scheduling a Site Tour, and Setting a Prehearing Conference on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated August 9, 2000, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ EVELYN P. GONZALES

Evelyn P. Gonzales 

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.

�  SoCalGas can request a 30-day time extension to correct deficiencies in its PEA.


�  As discussed below, the three cases are consolidated into one case, C.00�05�010.  There will be one joint, consolidated service list for C.00-05-010.
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