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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking on the Commission’s Own Motion into Competition for Local Exchange Service.


Rulemaking 95-04-043

(Filed April 26, 1995)

Order Instituting Investigation on the Commission’s Own Motion into Competition for Local Exchange Service.


Investigation 95-04-044

(Filed April 26, 1995)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING

REGARDING DATA COMPILATION OF UTILIZATION

OF NUMBER RESOURCES ON STATEWIDE BASIS

The California State Legislature has enacted Assembly Bill (AB) 406 (codified as Sec. 7937(a) of the Public Utilities Code), requiring this Commission to request telephone number code utilization data from each telephone corporation doing business in California possessing one or more telephone number prefixes, or a portion thereof.  Carriers must provide a report concerning the specific telephone numbers and the quantities within their possession, both in use and not in use. (Sec.7937. (a))  This information must be requested by the Commission on or before March 1, 2000.  This ruling is issued in conformance with Section 7937(a) of the Public Utilities Code.

In recent months particularly, the Commission has focused attention on the need to more critically scrutinize carriers' efficiencies in utilizing numbering resources in evaluating claims of NXX code exhaustion and to stem the proliferation of new area codes.  In Decision (D.) 99-09-067, the Commission suspended the previously approved 310/424 Numbering Plan Area (NPA) overlay and mandated a code utilization study for the 310 NPA as part of its inquiry into more efficient number management practices.  The reporting format and parameters to be used in the 310 NPA study was provided to parties by Administrative Law Judge Ruling dated November 3, 1999.

In subsequent decisions addressing proposals for area code relief, the Commission has expressed its intention to undertake additional code utilization studies in the interests of promoting efficient use of numbering resources and extending the life of NPAs.  The mandate in Section 7937(a) extends the requirement for code utilization studies to every NPA within the State of California.  Since code utilization data has already been requested for the 310 NPA, this ruling will address the process for collection of code utilization data for NPAs other than 310.

By this ruling, carriers providing service throughout California are placed on notice that they must submit code utilization data to the Commission for each California NPA in which NXX codes are held.  Pending evaluation of the 310 NPA utilization reporting format, carriers shall use the same definitions, parameters, and spreadsheet format as was used for the 310 NPA study.  If it is subsequently deemed necessary to modify the reporting format, the Director of the Telecommunications Division will notify carriers of those changes by letter.  A copy of the 310 NPA utilization study reporting format to be used is attached hereto.  The compilation of this data on a statewide basis will help in assessing the efficiency of NXX code utilization, in the interests of extending NPA lives and deferring the need for more area codes.

Initial Phase-in of Code Utilization Reporting Requirements

There are currently 25 NPAs opened within California.  The compilation of code utilization data has already begun for the 310 NPA.  In order to provide sufficient time for carriers to implement the reporting in the remaining 24 NPAs, a phased-in scheduling approach will be used for the initial submission of utilization data due in three installments.  The installments shall be set at four-month intervals beginning on June 1, 2000.  The June 1 report shall present data as of April 30, 2000.  Each subsequent reporting installment shall likewise present data with a cutoff date one month preceding the date of submission.

Since the need to expedite code utilization studies is more urgent in those NPAs facing the earliest risk of code exhaustion, the first installment will cover utilization submissions for those NPAs.  In particular, NPAs most in need of a code utilization study include those for which previously approved overlays were suspended by D. 99-12-051 in favor of focusing on number conservation measures as the primary response to impending code exhaustion.  This category includes the 408, 415, 510, 650, 714, and 909 NPAs.  A subsequent decision approved similar number conservation measures to address code exhaustion in the 818 NPA.  Priority shall be given to scheduling the submission of code utilization reports in these NPAs first.

The second installment of NPA utilization data submissions due October 1, 2000 shall include new area codes for which proposed relief plans have been filed but for which Commission decisions are still pending.  This category includes the 562, 916, and 925 NPAs.  Additional area codes scheduled in the second installment shall include 323, 626, 805, 949, and 707.  The final reporting installment due February 1, 2001 shall cover those remaining NPAs which are not covered in any of the above categories.

Ongoing Quarterly Reporting Requirements

After the submission of the third installment of utilization data due on February 1, 2001, an ongoing code utilization reporting requirement shall take effect for all NPAs with reports to be due on a quarterly basis.  The first ongoing quarterly report covering all NPAs shall be due on May 1, 2001 based on data as of March 31, 2001.  The report shall be due for all NPAs on the first of the month each quarter thereafter until further notice.  The Commission is required to submit a report to the California Legislature on June 30, 2001 regarding the results of the code utilization studies.

Funding of Consulting Services for Utilization Studies

Parties' comments are also solicited on proposals for the funding of the costs of the utilization reporting process.  In particular, consulting services must be procured by the Commission to administer the code utilization reporting process.  Parties should present proposals as to what process should be used to collect the necessary funds to administer the code utilization reporting program, including the contracting of necessary consulting services.

IT IS RULED that:

1. 
Each telecommunications carrier doing business in California, and in possession of one or more telephone number prefixes, shall be required to submit the code utilization data for each respective NPA according to the following schedule:

Due Date:
June 1, 2000
October 1, 2000
February 1, 2001

Reporting Cutoff Date:
April 30, 2000
August 31, 2000
December 31, 2000

NPAs
408   650

415   714

510   818

619   909
323   925

626   916

805   707

949   562
209   661

559   831

213 760

530

2. The data shall be reported separately for each NPA within California using the same parameters and spreadsheet format as previously used for the 310 NPA code utilization study (as set forth in the attachment to this ruling).

3. If it is subsequently deemed necessary to modify the reporting format, the Director of the Telecommunications Division will notify carriers of those changes by letter.

4. After the submission of the third installment of utilization data due on February 1, 2001, an ongoing code utilization reporting requirement shall take effect for all NPAs with reports to be due on a quarterly basis.  The first ongoing quarterly report covering all NPAs shall be due on May 1, 2001 based on data as of March 31, 2001.

5. Parties' proposals for the process of funding  the code utilization studies ordered by this ruling shall be filed by February 4, 2000, with any replies due by February 11, 2000.

Dated January 18, 2000, at San Francisco, California.







Thomas R. Pulsifer

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Regarding Data Compilation of Utilization of Number Resources on Statewide Basis on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated January 18, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



Erlinda A. Pulmano

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.

61577
- 1 -
- 5 -

