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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking on the Commission’s Own Motion into Reciprocal Compensation for Telephone Traffic Transmitted to Internet Services Providers Modems.


Rulemaking 00-02-005

(Filed February 3, 2000)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING

SETTING AGENDA FOR ORAL ARGUMENTS

By ruling dated October 3, 2000, oral argument was scheduled for Phase 1 of this proceeding to occur on November 7, 2000, addressing the issue of whether reciprocal compensation should continue to be applied for the delivery of traffic to Internet Service Providers (ISPs).  Pursuant to that ruling, those active parties seeking to participate in the oral argument provided notice of their proposed participation in letters to Administrative Law Judge Pulsifer on October 20, 2000.    Within the allotted time allocated for each major segment of the presentation as noted below, parties shall have discretion as to the sequencing and allocation of time each participating party will use.  Among the issues relevant to Phase 1 of the proceeding, parties will be expected to generally address the following major points:

1. Should calls to ISPs be treated as local calls as defined under the provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act)?

2. Assuming that the reciprocal compensation provisions of the Act are not applicable to ISP traffic, do other factors justify reciprocal compensation for ISP traffic?

a. What are the effects of ISP reciprocal compensation policies with respect to incentives to promote competition and economic efficiency?

b. Can calls to access the Internet be accurately identified and segregated from other categories of traffic?

c. Does the receipt of reciprocal compensation for ISP traffic unfairly result in "windfall profits" to competitive local exchange carriers?

d. Does the payment of reciprocal compensation for ISP traffic unfairly result in unrecoverable losses to incumbent local exchange carriers?

3. Is "bill-and-keep" an appropriate alternative to reciprocal compensation for ISP traffic?

The attachment to this ruling sets forth the general agenda for the presentation of oral arguments.

IT IS RULED that the attached schedule is adopted for the oral arguments to be conducted on November 7, 2000, to address Phase 1 issues, including those outlined above.

Dated November 1, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



/s/ THOMAS R. PULSIFER



Thomas R. Pulsifer

Administrative Law Judge

ATTACHMENT

Oral Argument Agenda

In Rulemaking 00-02-005

1:00 – 1:05 p.m.
Opening Remarks

1:05 – 1:35
Opening Arguments by the Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (ILECs)

Verizon California

Pacific Bell

Roseville Telephone Company



1:35 – 1:50
Questions by the Commissioners to the ILECs

1:50 – 2:00
Break

2:00 – 2:30
Opening Arguments by the Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLECs) and others:

California Internet Service Providers Assocation (CISPA);

The Utility Reform Network (TURN)/Office of Ratepayer Advocates (ORA); AT&T Communications of California; Focal Communication Corporation of California; ICG Telecom Group; Pac-West Telecomm; RCN Telecom Services of California; Time Warner Telecom of California



2:30 – 2:45
Questions by the Commissioners to the CISPA, TURN/ORA, and CLECs



2:45 – 2:55
Break

2:55 – 3:15
Reply arguments by the Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (ILECs)



3:15 – 3:35
Reply arguments by the Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLECs) and others



3:35 – 4:30
Questions by Commissioners to all parties

4:30
Adjournment

(END OF ATTACHMENT)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Setting Agenda for Oral Arguments on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated November 1, 2000, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ ANN B. WHITE

Ann B. White

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify that a particular location is accessible, call:  Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.
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