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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking on the Commission’s Own Motion into Competition for Local Exchange Service.


Rulemaking 95-04-043

(Filed April 26, 1995)

Order Instituting Investigation on the Commission’s Own Motion into Competition for Local Exchange Service.


Investigation 95-04-044

(Filed April 26, 1995)

JOINT ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER AND

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING

IMPLEMENTING REVISED PROCEDURES

TO CONFORM TO FCC ORDER

This ruling is issued to recognize the effects of the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) Second Report and Order on Numbering Resource Optimization, FCC Docket CC 99-200, released December 29, 2000, that required state commissions to conform state-mandated number pooling rules to the FCC's rules after a three-month transition period.  The transition period is for three months after the FCC order was published in the Federal Register.  The FCC order was published on or about February 8, 2001.  Commission rules must, therefore, be brought into conformance with FCC rules by May 8, 2001.   

The FCC Order affects the applicability of certain number pooling rules adopted in Decision (D.) 00-07-052 that differ from those required under the FCC Order.  In order to conform previously adopted Commission rules for number pooling, this ruling provides instructions to the designated Number Pooling Administrators in California
 and to carriers regarding the revised application of these rules.

"Imminent Exhaust Criteria"

In D.00-07-052, the Commission adopted statewide "imminent exhaust criteria" requiring carriers to show that exhaust was imminent within three months in order to be eligible to receive additional numbering resources.  The federal rules, however, apply a six-months-to-exhaust standard, rather than three months, in determining carrier eligibility to receive additional numbering resources.  The Commission's previously adopted rules imposing the three-months-to-exhaust criteria must therefore be revised on a prospective basis beginning on and after May 8, 2001.  The federally adopted standard of six-months-to-exhaust shall be applied in determining carriers' eligibility for obtaining additional numbering resources on and after May 8, 2001.

California Pooling Administrators are therefore directed to employ the revised six-months-to-exhaust criterion requiring carriers to submit "imminent exhaust criteria" as previously required by Commission D.00-07-052 in order to qualify for drawing blocks of number through a pool beginning on and after May 8, 2001.  Likewise, in instances where pooling is not used, the federal six-months-to-exhaust criteria shall be applied in determining carriers' eligibility for obtaining NXX codes beginning on and after May 8, 2001.

Number Utilization Formula

Likewise, the FCC Order prescribed a formula for computing number utilization rates that differs from the formula adopted by this Commission.  Under current Commission rules, carriers are required to meet a minimum utilization rate in order to qualify for additional blocks of numbers in a number pool.  Therefore, the adopted Commission formula for calculating utilization rates must be conformed to the FCC methodology.  Carriers currently are authorized by Commission rules to calculate their utilization rate using the following formula:

(assigned numbers + administrative numbers + reserved numbers + aging numbers + intermediate numbers) / total numbers held

The FCC Order requires that the utilization formula be changed to:

(assigned numbers) / total numbers held

The FCC Order treats administrative, reserved, aging and intermediate numbers as numbers that are NOT assigned.  Therefore, these numbers must be removed from the numerator of the quotient in computing utilization rates in order to conform to the FCC method.  The FCC's utilization methodology applies in both pooling and non-pooling situations.  It is, therefore, the way in which carriers and states shall be required to calculate number utilization in California effective on and after May 8, 2001

IT IS RULED that:

1.   The Pooling Administrator is instructed to begin applying the federal rules requiring carriers to satisfy a six-months to exhaust criterion as a basis to establish eligibility to obtain thousand-blocks through a number pool.  The six‑month criterion shall supersede the three-months-to exhaust criterion that was previously required pursuant to Commission Decision 00-07-052 for establishing eligibility for drawing number blocks drawn on and after May 8, 2001.

2.   The revised six-months-to-exhaust criterion shall also apply on and after May 8, 2001 for carriers seeking to obtain NXX codes outside of a pooling environment.

3.   Beginning on and after May 8, 2001, the formula to be applied in computing utilization rates shall be revised to reflect:  (assigned numbers) / (total numbers held) pursuant to the definitions and formula adopted by the FCC as described above.

4.   The revised FCC-approved utilization rate formula shall be applied to all number assignments whether from a number pool or not.

5.   These revised procedures shall take effect on May 8, 2001, in order to conform to the deadline required for state commission rules to be brought into agreement with FCC rules.

Dated April 30, 2001, at San Francisco, California.



   /s/  LORETTA LYNCH



Loretta Lynch

Assigned Commissioner



  /s/  THOMAS R. PULSIFER



Thomas R. Pulsifer

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Joint Assigned Commissioner and Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Implementing Revised Procedures to Conform to FCC Order on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated April 30, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

   /s/   FANNIE SID

Fannie Sid

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

�  Currently designated pooling administrators in California are NeuStar, Inc. and Telcordia.  
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