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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company (U 902-E) for a Certificate Of Public Convenience & Necessity Valley-Rainbow 500kV Inter-Connect Project.


Application 01-03-036

(Filed March 23, 2001)



ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING
SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

Background

By this application, San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) seeks a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) to construct additional transmission capacity to provide an interconnection between SDG&E’s existing 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission system and Southern California Edison Company’s (SCE) existing 500 kV transmission system.  The project is located in northern San Diego County and southwestern Riverside County.  The project is referred to as the Valley-Rainbow Project.  In conjunction with its application, SDG&E filed its Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA).  In addition to considering environmental issues and conducting an environmental review of SDG&E’s request, this application raises other non-environmental issues for our consideration, for example, whether SDG&E has demonstrated that the project is needed.

Protests, responses, motions for leave to intervene, and motions for hearings have been formally filed with the Commission’s Docket Office.  The Commission has formally filed the pleadings submitted by: 

California Alliance for Utility Safety and Education 

California Independent System Operator

Cilurzo, Audrey/Cilurzo Winery

Cilurzo, Vincenzo/Cilurzo Winery

City of Temecula

Communities Against Unnecessary Transmission Lines In Our Neighborhoods

Coral Power, L.L.C.

County of Riverside

Jointly By Domenigoni Brothers Ranch, Domenigoni, Jean, Andy and Cindy, Domenigoni-Barton Properties, and Francis N. & Jean Domenigonis Family Trust

Robert L. Hemme

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

The Nevada Hydro Company

Office of Ratepayer Advocates 

Save Southwest Riverside County

Southern California Edison Company

Dale R. Tattersall

In addition, the Commission has received numerous letters and protests from citizens that do not meet the requirements to be formally filed.  I have reviewed all of the letters and protests.  In order to ensure that these letters are part of the formal file, we have prepared a special file in the Central Files for all protests regarding this application that do not meet the formal filing requirements.  All letter protests are being placed in that file. 

The Commission issued a preliminary finding in Resolution ALJ 176-3061, issued on April 19, 2001, that the category for this proceeding is ratesetting and that hearings are necessary.  Until the Assigned Commissioner issues a scoping memo, the ex parte rules as set forth in Rule 7(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure apply to this proceeding.

Prehearing Conference

The Commission will hold a prehearing conference (PHC) at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 21, 2001, in the Temecula Council Chambers, 43200 Business Park Drive, Temecula, CA.  At the PHC, we intend to discuss the scope and procedural schedule for this case and to take appearances in order to develop a service list. 

In addition, the Commission will hold Public Participation Hearings (PPH) in the local community during June 2001.  The PPH will be an opportunity for the Commission to describe the status and review process for this application and to hear from members of the public.  The PPH will be held in the following locations:

June 19, 2001
Winchester Elementary School Auditorium/Cafeteria

28751 Winchester Road

Winchester, CA 


Start time:
7:00 p.m.

June 20, 2001 
Pauma Valley Community Center




16658 Highway 76

Pauma Valley, CA


Start time:
7:00 p.m.

June 21, 2001
Temecula Community Recreational Center 

30875 Rancho Vista Road

Temecula, CA  


Start time:
6:30 p.m.

PHC Statements

The filed protests, responses, and motions generally lay out the issues that parties feel should be addressed in this proceeding, therefore, PHC statements may not be necessary.  However, interested parties may file PHC statements, if so desired, no later than June 18, 2001, and should serve these statements on the temporary service list described herein, as well as on the Assigned Commissioner and Assigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  Parties filing PHC statements should also bring 15 extra copies to the PHC.  Parties are encouraged to meet and confer prior to the PHC and to file joint statements to the extent feasible.

What I would find most useful in preparing for the PHC are statements that address the following items:

1. Identification of additional substantive issues that parties feel should be within the scope of the proceeding;

2. Timing and coordination of testimony and evidentiary hearings with the environmental review process;

3. Proposed procedural schedules; and

4. Discussion of other procedural issues necessary to address for a prompt resolution of this proceeding.

Service List

Pending the taking of appearances at the PHC, a temporary service list is set forth in Attachment C to this ruling. All persons and organizations that formally filed a protest, response, motion to intervene, or motion for hearing has temporarily been placed on the service list for A.01‑03‑036.  However, at the PHC, we will be developing our official service list.  If you do not appear at the PHC, you will not retain appearance status but will instead be shifted to information only status.  The official service list shall be posted on the Commission’s web site, www.cpuc.ca.gov, as soon as practicable.  

In addition to the official service list, the Energy Division will establish an environmental review service list.  Addresses of all persons who submitted correspondence to the Commission are being compiled into a database and will be placed on the Energy Division’s environmental review service list.  Attachment B to this ruling is a copy of the letter that is being sent to all persons who sent correspondence to the Commission to alert them to the upcoming public participation hearings.

At the PHC, we will discuss the interplay between this proceeding and the environmental review being conducted by the Energy Division.  If your interest in this proceeding relates to the preferred route of SDG&E’s proposed project, development of alternatives to the proposed project, or other aspects of the environmental review of this project, then you should be on the environmental review service list.  All persons who have sent letters to the Director of the Energy Division have been added to the environmental review service list. 

If you are only on the environmental review service list, you will NOT automatically be placed on the service list for this application.  Persons seeking to become an Interested Party in this proceeding shall appear at the PHC and complete an Appearance Form.  In order to be granted Interested Party status, I will question the person regarding their planned level of participation.  Persons who demonstrate a plan to actively participate in the proceeding through presentation of testimony, cross examination, or submission of briefs, will be granted Interested Party status.  Interested Parties shall be served with all documents parties submit in connection with this proceeding.

Persons employed by the State of California will be placed on the State Service list either by appearing at the PHC and filling out an appearance form, or by mailing a written request to the Process Office requesting that they be added to the state service list.  All of the names appearing on the state service list shall be served with any documents parties may submit in connection with this proceeding.

Persons seeking only notice of hearings, rulings, proposed decisions, and decisions issued by this Commission may either appear at the PHC and complete an appearance form, as described above, or they may mail a written request to the Process Office requesting that they be added to the service list for Information Only.  You may contact the Process Office at the California Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA  94102.  Please be sure to include your name and mailing address.

Assistance in Participation in Commission Proceedings

The Commission has a Public Advisor who can assist persons who have questions about the Commission’s decisionmaking process and how to participate in the Commission’s proceedings.  You can contact the Public Advisor’s office by mail at the California Public Utilities Commission, 320 West Fourth Street, Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90013 or by email at Public.Advisor.LA@cpuc.ca.gov.

Discovery

Parties may commence discovery at any time.  Parties should raise any discovery disputes according to the procedure outlined in Resolution ALJ-164, a copy of which is attached as Attachment A.

Therefore, IT IS RULED that:

1. 
The Commission will hold a prehearing conference (PHC) at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 21, 2001, in the Temecula Council Chambers, 43200 Business Park Drive, Temecula, California.

2. 
Interested persons may file PHC statements, as more fully set forth above, no later than June 18, 2001.  Parties should serve these statements on the temporary service list, as well as on the Assigned Commissioner and Assigned Administrative Law Judge and bring 15 extra copies of their PHC statements to the PHC.

3. 
Until the Assigned Commissioner issues a scoping memo, the ex parte rules as set forth in Rule 7(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure apply to this proceeding.

Dated June 4, 2001, at San Francisco, California.



/s/ MICHELLE COOKE



Michelle Cooke

Administrative Law Judge

ATTACHMENT A

RESOLUTION ALJ-164

Note:  See Formal Files for Attachment A.
ATTACHMENT B

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
GRAY DAVIS, Governor
[image: image1.png]



PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

505 VAN NESS AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-3298

June 2001

Dear Concerned Citizen:

Re:  Application 01-03-036
        SDG&E Valley-Rainbow Project

You are receiving this letter because the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received a letter or email from you regarding the application by San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) to construct a transmission project known as Valley-Rainbow.  This letter is to inform you that the Commission will hold Public Participation Hearings in the project area on June 19, 20, and 21.  I will conduct the Public Participation Hearings as the Administrative Law Judge assigned to this case.  The hearing will be transcribed by a court reporter and the comments received will be part of the record of this proceeding.  The Public Participation Hearings will be held in the following locations:

June 19, 2001   Winchester Elementary School Auditorium/Cafeteria



28751 Winchester Road




Winchester, CA

Start time:
7:00 p.m.

June 20, 2001    Pauma Valley Community Center



16658 Highway 76



Pauma Valley, CA
Start time:
7:00 p.m.

June 21, 2001     Temecula Community Recreational Center



30875 Rancho Vista Road



Temecula, CA
Start time:
6:30 p.m.

Concerned Citizen
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June 2001

You are invited to attend these hearings to learn more about the status of SDG&E’s application and the Commission’s review process and to address the Commission on the record.  At the Public Participation Hearings, I will discuss the interplay between the “formal” proceeding and the environmental review being conducted by the Commission’s Energy Division.

If your interest in this proceeding relates to the route of SDG&E’s proposed transmission project, development of alternatives to the proposed project, or other aspects of the environmental review of this project, then you should participate in the environmental review process.  If you received this letter by mail, we have already placed you on the environmental review service list and you do not need to take any additional steps to ensure that you receive information about the environmental review process.

If you are on the environmental review service list, you will NOT automatically be placed on the “formal” service list for this application.  The formal service list consists of Interested Parties, State Service (state employees), and Information Only.  The formal service list will be developed at a PHC to be held on June 21, 2001 at 1:30 p.m. at the Temecula Council Chambers, 43200 Business Park Drive, Temecula, CA  92592.

If you wish to become an Interested Party in this proceeding you must appear at the PHC and complete an Appearance Form.  In order to be granted Interested Party status, I will question you regarding your planned level of participation.  If you demonstrate a plan to actively participate in the proceeding through presentation of testimony, cross-examination, or submission of briefs, you will be granted Interested Party status.  Interested Parties will be served with all documents parties submit in connection with this proceeding.

In past cases dealing with siting of transmission facilities, most individual citizens have not participated formally through the presentation of testimony, cross-examination of witnesses, or submission of briefs.  Local governments and citizen groups often formally participate and represent the same position as individual citizens.  Most citizens have found that participating in the environmental review process and commenting at the Public Participation 

Concerned Citizen
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Hearings is the level of involvement they prefer.  However, if you would like to know more about how to participate formally in this proceeding and gain 

Interested Party status, you should contact the Commission’s Public Advisor.  The Public Advisor will be at the Public Participation Hearings and can also be contacted by mail or email at:
CPUC, Public Advisor

320 West Fourth Street, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Public.Advisor.LA@cpuc.ca.gov
If you are only interested in notice of hearings, rulings, proposed decisions, and decisions issued by this Commission, Information Only status is right for you.  In order to receive Information Only status you may either: (1) appear at the PHC and complete an appearance form, or (2) mail a written request to the Process Office requesting that you be added to the service list for Information Only for proceeding number A.01-03-036.  You may write to the Process Office at the California Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA  94102.  Please be sure to include your name and mailing address.

I hope that you will be able to attend one of the Public Participation Hearings to learn more about this proceeding and to communicate your views. I look forward to seeing you there.

/s/ MICHELLE COOKE

Michelle Cooke

Assigned Administrative Law Judge

MLC:eap

(END OF ATTACHMENT B)

ATTACHMENT C

TEMPORARY SERVICE LIST

************ APPEARANCES ************ 

Jeanne M. Sole                          
Regulatory Counsel                      
CALIFORNIA INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR  
151 BLUE RAVINE ROAD                    
FOLSOM CA 95630                         
(916) 608-7144                          
jsole@caiso.com                              

Karen Johanson                          
CAUSE                                   
45962 CORTE CARMELLO                    
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 303-0459                          
kbjoha@aol.com                               
For: California Alliance for Utility Safety and Education (CAUSE)                                   

Elin Motherhead                         
CAUTION                                
18575 VISTAS DE MONTANAS                
MURRIETA CA 92562                       
doublemelin@prodigy.net                      
For: Communities Against Unnecessary Trannsmission lines In Our Neighborhoods                       

Audrey Cilurzo                          
CILURZO WINERY                          
41220 CALLE CONTENTO                    
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 676-5250                          

Vincenzo Cilurzo                        
CILURZO WINERY                          
41220 CALLE CONTENTO                    
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 676-5250                          

Robert Hemme                            
47981 PALA ROAD                         
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 542-2076                          
rlh@strachota.com                            

Darren W. Stroud                        
JACKSON DEMARCO & PECKENPAUGH           
4 PARK PLAZA, 16TH FLOOR                
IRVINE CA 92614                         
(949) 752-8585                          
For: Francis N. and Jean Domenigoni Family Trust/Domenigoni-Barton Propoerties/Domenigoni Brothers R

John W. Leslie                          
Attorney At Law                         
LUCE FORWARD HAMILTON & SCRIPPS, LLP    
600 WEST BROADWAY, SUITE 2600           
SAN DIEGO CA 92101-3391                 
(619) 236-1414                          
jleslie@luce.com                             
For: Coral Power, L.L.C.                                                

Harley A. Searcy                        
Deputy General Counsel                  
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SO. CALIF
700 N. ALAMEDA STREET, 11TH FLOOR       
LOS ANGELES CA 90012                    
(213) 217-7106                          
For: Metropolitan Water District of Southern California                                             

Steven H. Kaufmann                      
Attorney At Law                         
RICHARDS WATSON & GERSHON               
333 HOPE STREET, THIRTY-EIGHTH FLOOR    
LOS ANGELES CA 90071-1469               
(213) 626-8484                          
skaufmann@rwglaw.com                         
For: City of Temecula                                                                               

Steven C. Nelson                        
DAVID B. FOLLETT/E. GREGORY BARNES/JAMES
SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY        
101 ASH STREET                          
SAN DIEGO CA 92101                      
(619) 699-5136                          
snelson@sempra.com                           

Patricia Fleming                        
Case Administrator                      
SEMPRA ENERGY, REGULATORY AFFAIRS       
101 ASH STREET                          
SAN DIEGO CA 92101-3017                 
(619) 696-4031                          
pfleming@sempra.com                          

Osa L. Armi                             
MARC B. MIHALY/JANETTE E. SCHUE         
SHUTE, MIHALY & WEINBERGER LLP          
396 HAYES STREET                        
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102                  
(415) 552-7272                          
armi@smwlaw.com                              
For: Save Southwest Riverside County                                                                






Marc B. Mihaly                          
Attorney At Law                         
SHUTE,MIHALY & WEINBERGER LLP           
396 HAYES STREET                        
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102                  
(415) 552-7272                          
mihaly@smwlaw.com                            
For: Save Southwest Riverside County                                                                

Julie A. Miller                         
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY      
PO BOX 800 (G.O.1,ROOM 345)             
2244 WALNUT GROVE AVENUE                
ROSEMEAD CA 91770                       
(626) 302-4017                          
millerja@sce.com                             

James E. Scarff                         
Legal Division                          
RM. 5121                                
505 VAN NESS AVE                        
San Francisco CA 94102                  
(415) 703-1440                          
jes@cpuc.ca.gov                         

R. Dale Tattersall                      
45568 VIA PUEBLA                        
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 302-2371                          

Rexford J. Wait                         
Vice President                          
THE NEVADA HYDRO COMPANY                
2416 CADES WAY                          
VISTA CA 92083                          
(760) 599-0086                          

********** STATE EMPLOYEE *********** 

Michelle Cooke                          
Administrative Law Judge Division       
RM. 5006                                
505 VAN NESS AVE                        
San Francisco CA 94102                  
(415) 703-2637                          
mlc@cpuc.ca.gov                         

John Porteous                           
DUDEK & ASSOCIATES                      
605 THIRD STREET                        
ENCINITAS CA 92024                      
(760) 942-5147                          
jporteous@dudek.com                          

Kelly C Lee                             
Office of Ratepayer Advocates           
RM. 4101                                
505 VAN NESS AVE                        
San Francisco CA 94102                  
(415) 703-1795                          
kcl@cpuc.ca.gov                         

Beth Shipley                            
Energy Division                         
AREA 4-A                                
505 VAN NESS AVE                        
San Francisco CA 94102                  
(415) 703-1729                          
bcs@cpuc.ca.gov                         

Maria E. Stevens                        
Executive Division                      
RM. 500                                 
320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500           
Los Angeles CA 90013                    
(213) 576-7012                          
mer@cpuc.ca.gov                         

Michael Yeo                             
Office of Ratepayer Advocates           
RM. 4102                                
505 VAN NESS AVE                        
San Francisco CA 94102                  
(415) 703-2719                          
mey@cpuc.ca.gov                         

********* INFORMATION ONLY ********** 

John D. Brennan                         
Chief Financial Officer                 
AGRI-EMPIRE                             
PO BOX 490                              
SAN JACINTO CA 92581                    
For: AGRI-EMPIRE                                   

Brian Floyd                             
ASSEMBLYMAN PACHECO                     
1223 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, SUITE 230       
RIVERSIDE CA 92507                      

Jennifer Franklin                       
ASSEMBLYMAN PACHECO                     
STATE CAPITOL                           
SACRAMENTO CA 95814                     









Stephen N. Mandoki                      
Manager                                 
CITY OF MURRIETA                        
26442 BECKMAN COURT                     
MURIETTA CA 92562                       
For: CITY OF MURRIETA                                                                               

Norman H. Carter                        
Public Advisor Office                   
RM. 500                                 
320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500           
Los Angeles CA 90013                    
(213) 576-7056                          
nhc@cpuc.ca.gov                         

Kyle DeVine                             
Executive Division                      
RM. 500                                 
320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500           
Los Angeles CA 90013                    
(213) 576-7050                          
kyl@cpuc.ca.gov                         

Leo E. Gorman                           
45551 ANZA ROAD                         
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 303-8620                          
jgormanl@gte.net                             

Audra Hartmann                          
Legal Division                          
770 L STREET, SUITE 1050                
Sacramento CA 95814                     
(916) 327-1417                          
ath@cpuc.ca.gov                         

James E. Hundley                        
J E HUNDLEY & ASSOCIATES                
42389 WINCHESTER ROAD, SUITE B          
TEMECULA CA 92590-4810                  
(909) 296-5225                          
hunco@temecula.com                           

John Krainock                           
CHRISTINE KRAINOCK                      
45560 VIA PUEBLA                        
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 303-3203                          

Jack Mcnamara                           
Attorney At Law                         
MACK ENERGY COMPANY                     
PO BOX 1380                             
AGOURA HILLS CA 91376-1380              

Jack Mcnamara                           
MACK ENERGY COMPANY                     
PO BOX 1380                             
AGOURA HILLS CA 91376-1380              
(818) 865-8515                          

Roderick E. Walston                     
JEFFREY KIGHTLINGER, ASST. GEN COUNSEL  
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SO. CALIF
700 N. ALAMEDA STREET, 12TH STREET      
LOS ANGELES CA 90012                    
(213) 217-7129                          

Robert B. Weisenmiller Ph.D.            
MRW & ASSOCIATES, INC.                  
1999 HARRISON STREET, SUITE 1440        
OAKLAND CA 94612-1999                   
(510) 834-1999                          
rbw@mrwassoc.com                             

Terje & Diana Olsen                     
33025 ANASAZI DRIVE                     
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 265-3323                          

Kimberly Freeman                        
SEMPRA ENERGY                           
601 VAN NESS AVENUE, SUITE 2060         
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94102                  
(415) 202-9986                          
kfreeman@sempra.com                          

Corrie Stoap                            
8209 E. BLACKWILLOW CIRCLE 200          
ANAHEIM CA 92808                        
(800) 500-9914                          

                                        
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE                    
27740 JEFFERSON, SUITE 380              
TEMECULA CA 92590                       
(909) 676-6188                          
valleyrainbow@pe.com                         

James Westbrook                         
32499 CORTE ZARAGOZA                    
TEMECULA CA 92592                       
(909) 303-1492                          



(END OF ATTACHMENT C)

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail, and by electronic mail, to the parties to which an electronic mail address has been provided, this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Setting Prehearing Conference on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated June 4, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ ERLINDA PULMANO

Erlinda A. Pulmano

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to ensure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TTY# 1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at least three working days in advance of the event.
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