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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking into the operation of interruptible load programs offered by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company, and Southern California Edison Company and the effect of these programs on energy prices, other demand responsiveness programs, and the reliability of the electric system.


Rulemaking 00-10-002

(Filed October 5, 2000)

PRESIDING OFFICER AND ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S
RULING ON THE IDENTIFICATION OF AND IMPACT OF
EXEMPTING SPECIFIC RAIL CARRIER FACILITIES
FROM ROTATING OUTAGES

Background

Three petitions for modification (petitions) were filed by various rapid transit organizations and systems seeking a rotating outage exemption for rail rapid transit carriers.  These petitions were filed by the California Transit Association Rail Operations and Regulatory (CTA ROAR) Committee on May 4, 2001; the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transport Authority on May 9, 2001; and, jointly by the CTA ROAR Committee and Four Commuter Rail Agencies.

In response to a May 30, 2001 Presiding Officer and Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling, the Rail Safety and Carriers Division (RSCD) filed and served a June 7, 2001 report with its recommendations on these petitions.  Although RSCD did not concur with the petitioners’ proposal to fully exempt the rail rapid transit carriers from rotating outages, RSCD did recommend that an exemption be granted for those sections of track that have limited access to emergency response personnel, such as exclusive right-of-way, ballasted track, underground sections, tunnels, tubes, and aerial structures.

Additional Information

Additional information is needed to determine the effect of retaining a 40% total system load for rotating outage if those sections of track that have limited access to emergency response personnel are exempt from rotating outages.  Therefore, RSCD should supplement its June 7, 2001 report by July 9, 2001 with a list of specific facilities that meets its rotating outage exemption criteria.  All rail rapid transit carriers represented by the petitions should cooperate and assist RSCD in obtaining the supplemental information.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas and Electric Company, and Southern California Edison Company (Respondent Utilities) should use RSCD’s July 9, 2001 supplemental report to conduct a load/reserve margin analysis to determine the effect of exempting those sections of track that have limited access to emergency response personnel on retaining a 40% total system load for rotating outage.  The respondent utilities should file and serve the results of their load/reserve margin analysis by July 16, 2001.  The report shall state the number of affected circuits, estimated megawatts removed from rotating outage, an estimate of the effect on mandatory curtailments, and an estimate of the effect on retaining 40% of total system load available for rotating outage.  Each analysis should also include any other information that a respondent utility believes is necessary to reasonably assess the recommendations of RSCD.

IT IS RULED that:

1. 
The Rail Safety and Carriers Division (RSCD) shall supplement its June 7, 2001 report by July 9, 2001 with a list of specific facilities that meets its rotating outage exemption criteria.  All rail rapid transit carriers represented by the petitions identified in this ruling shall cooperate and assist RSCD in obtaining the supplemental information.

2. Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company, and Southern California Edison Company (Respondent Utilities) shall conduct a load/reserve margin analysis utilizing the information provided in the July 9, 2001 supplemental report of RSCD. 

3. Respondent Utilities shall file and serve the results of their load/reserve margin analysis by July 16, 2001.  The report shall state the number of affected circuits, estimated megawatts removed from rotating outage, an estimate of the effect on mandatory curtailments, and an estimate of the effect on retaining 40% of total system load available for rotating outage.  Each respondent utility analysis should include any other information that the respondent utility believes is necessary to reasonable assess the recommendations of RSCD. 
4. Parties may file and serve comments on the reports being required by this ruling within three days of the date filed.

Dated June 26, 2001, at San Francisco, California.



/s/  CARL WOOD



Carl Wood

Presiding Officer

Assigned Commissioner

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail, or by electronic mail to the parties to which an electronic mail address has been provided, this day served a true copy of the original attached Presiding Officer and Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling on the Identification of and Impact of Exempting Specific Rail Carrier Facilities from Rotating Outages on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated June 26, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ ERLINDA A. PULMANO

Erlinda A. Pulmano

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TTY# 1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at least three working days in advance of the event.
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