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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Investigation on the Commission’s Own Motion to Consider the Costs and Benefits of Various Promising Revisions to the Regulatory and Market Structure Governing California’s Natural Gas Industry and to Report to the California Legislature on the Commission’s Findings.


Investigation 99-07-003

(Filed July 7, 1999)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 
GRANTING MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 
IN WHICH TO COMMENT UNDER RULE 51.4

On January 7, 2000, the California Alliance for Competition (CAC)
 filed a Motion for Extension of Time to File Comments on Proposed Settlements and Motion for an Order Shortening Time to Respond to the Motion.  The motion is made in reference to the settlement proposal submitted by Sempra Energy (Sempra) on December 27, 1999 on behalf of a number of parties.  It seeks an extension of time for filing comments and responses on all settlements filed in this docket until February 28, 2000 for comments and March 14, 2000 for responses.

Normally, under Commission Rule of Practice and Procedure 51.4, parties have 30 days after the mailing of the proposed settlement in which to file comments on the settlement.  Comment on Sempra’s proposal is therefore due on January 26, 2000, two days before the scheduled due date for other settlement proposals addressing the promising options set forth in Decision 99-07-015.  (See ALJ’s Second Ruling on Scheduling, November 5, 1999.)

Rule 51.4, however, explicitly states that the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) may extend the comment period on motion and for good cause.  The good cause shown in the motion is that CAC plans to file another settlement by January 28 and is informed and believes at least one more settlement may be forthcoming.  CAC avers that it would be a more efficient use of everyone’s time to consider all settlement proposals in tandem.  Additionally, CAC needs to devote the intervening weeks between now and January 28 to finalizing its settlement proposal.  CAC further notes that Sempra has not yet presented the required declarations in support of its view that its proposal is in the public interest.

Under Rule 45(f), response to a motion for extension of time would normally be due 15 days after the service of the motion, and under Rule 45(g), with permission, replies would be due 10 days after the last day for filing responses.  But again, Rule 45(f) explicitly allows the ALJ to set a different date.

Because allowing the normal time for response and reply would put the parties past the time both comments and other settlement proposals are due, the motion will be granted without either response or reply on good cause shown.  Authority for so doing is found in Rule 45(h).

Assuming that written comment is desired on the settlement proposals, the schedule for comment will be discussed at the prehearing conference on February 7, 2000.  At this point, however, the parties should assume that the trial schedule previously set forth will be followed and that testimony on all issues save PG&E’s OFO procedures will be due March 7, 2000.

Accordingly, IT IS RULED that the motion to extend time in which to comment on the settlement proposal filed on December 27, 1999 by Sempra Energy and others is granted.  The time for comment on that and other settlements will be determined at or shortly after the February 7, 2000 prehearing conference.

Dated January 11, 2000, at San Francisco, California.







Andrea L. Biren

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Granting Motion For Extension Of Time In Which To Comment Under Rule 51.4 on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated January 11, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



Evelyn P. Gonzales

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.

�  CAC currently includes Southern California Edison Company, Enron Corporation, Calpine Corporation, Wild Goose Storage Inc., Western Hub Properties and GreenMountain.com. 





61062
- 1 -
- 3 -

