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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking into Implementation of Senate Bill 669, Regarding the Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program.


Rulemaking 00-05-001

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING

SCHEDULING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION HEARINGS,

DIRECTING TELEPHONE CORPORATIONS TO SEND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION HEARINGS AS BILL INSERT,

AND EXTENDING REPLY COMMENT DATE TO JULY 7, 2000

Summary

This ruling schedules four public participation hearings (PPHs) for public input into the Commission’s implementation of SB 669, relating to the Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP); directs certain telephone corporations to send notice of the PPHs as customer bill inserts; and extends the time for filing reply comments to July 7, 2000.

Background

SB 669, passed by the California Legislature in 1999, has two basic requirements.  First, it requires that funding for the DDTP be held in the California State Treasury, rather than in a bank trust fund as is done now.  Second, it creates the DDTP Administrative Committee, which is,

an advisory board to advise the commission regarding the development, implementation, and administration of programs to provide specified telecommunications services and equipment to persons in this state who are deaf or disabled, . . . and to carry out the programs pursuant to the commission’s direction, control and approval.

This proceeding is intended to develop rules and procedures for implementing SB 669’s requirements.  The Commission invites input from interested members of the public on such implementation.

Public Participation Hearings

In consultation with the assigned Commissioner, I schedule four PPHs for the purpose of gathering information from members of the public on ways to implement SB 669.  The PPHs will allow the Commission to solicit input from interested parties who otherwise might not participate in the formal rulemaking process.  The following is the PPH schedule: 

Public Participation Hearings

September 5, 2000, 6:30 p.m.
Elihu Harris State Building Auditorium

1515 Clay Street

Oakland, California

September 11, 2000, 6:30 p.m.
Ontario Convention Center

2000 Convention Center Way

Ontario, California

September 13, 2000, 6:30 p.m.
Employment Development Department Auditorium

722 Capitol Mall

Sacramento, California

September 18, 2000, 6:30 p.m.
Scottish Rite Center

1895 Camino Del Rio South

San Diego, California

Each location will be accessible to the disabled, with sign language interpreters, captioning, and voicing provided.  Other requests for reasonable accommodation, and questions about the PPHs, should be directed to the Commission’s Public Advisor at least five working days prior to each PPH.  Parties may reach the Public Advisor at:

California Public Utilities Commission

Public Advisor’s Office

505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 5203

San Francisco, CA  94102

California Public Utilities Commission

Public Advisor’s Office

320 West 4th Street, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA  90013

Los Angeles (213) 576-7056

San Francisco (415) 703-2074

(415) 703-2032 (TDD)

(800) 299-6846 (TTY)

public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov
The Commission wishes to hear from all interested parties.  Therefore, I reserve the right to limit each speaker’s time to a reasonable period to ensure that each speaker is heard.

Bill Inserts

Telephone corporations subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction that perform DDTP functions are ordered to include the notice appended hereto in Appendix A as a customer bill insert for the PPHs to be held within their respective jurisdictions.  Such corporations shall include, but not be limited to, Pacific Bell, GTE, Sprint Corporation and WorldCom.  The bill insert shall be mailed to ensure that customers receive notice of the relevant PPH(s) at least 10 days prior to the PPH’s occurrence.  The telephone corporations shall submit to the Commission, with an e-mail copy to Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Sarah R. Thomas, at srt@cpuc.ca.gov, the form of notice they intend to mail no later than 10 days prior to mailing.

Change in Date for Filing Reply Comments

In view of the small number of comments and reply comments filed to date, I hereby extend the reply comment period to July 7, 2000.  Parties shall file their comments with the Commission’s Docket Office, and e-mail them to me, ALJ Sarah R. Thomas, at srt@cpuc.ca.gov.  

File comments with:

California Public Utilities Commission 

Docket Office

505 Van Ness Avenue, 2d Floor

San Francisco, CA  94102

E-mail comments to:

srt@cpuc.ca.gov
Therefore, IT IS RULED that:

1. The Commission shall conduct four public participation hearings (PPHs) according to the schedule set forth above.

2. All telephone corporations subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction that perform Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program functions shall include the attached notice as a customer bill insert for the PPHs to be held within their respective jurisdictions. Such corporations shall include, but not be limited to, Pacific Bell, GTE, Sprint Corporation and WorldCom.  The bill insert shall be mailed to ensure that customers receive notice of the relevant PPH(s) at least 10 days prior to the PPH’s occurrence. The telephone corporations shall submit to the Commission, with an e-mail copy to Administrative Law Judge Sarah R. Thomas, at srt@cpuc.ca.gov, the form of notice they intend to mail no later than 10 days prior to mailing.

3. The reply comment period in this proceeding is extended to July 7, 2000.

Dated June 27, 2000, at San Francisco, California.







Sarah R. Thomas

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Scheduling Public Participation Hearings, Directing Telephone Corporations to Send Notice of Public Participation Hearings as Bill Insert, and Extending Reply Comment Date to July 7, 2000, on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated June 27, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



Kris Keller

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call:  Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION:

WHAT RULES ARE NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT NEW LEGISLATION CONCERNING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES FOR THE DEAF AND DISABLED?

Recently, the California legislature enacted legislation (SB 669) that may require changes to the Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP).  The legislation does two things: (1) it creates the DDTP Administrative Committee; and (2) it requires that funds for the DDTP be held by the State Treasury rather than in a bank trust fund.  The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) is now conducting proceedings to implement SB 669 and requests your input.  

Details of the rulemaking are available at HTTP://www.cpuc.ca.gov or from the Commission’s Public Advisor.  Express your opinion at the Commission’s public participation hearings (dates below).  If you cannot attend, write or email your views to the Commission’s Public Advisor:

California Public Utilities Commission

Public Advisor’s Office

505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 5203

San Francisco, CA  94102

public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov
California Public Utilities Commission

Public Advisor’s Office

320 West 4th Street, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA  90013
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION HEARINGS:

September 5, 2000

Elihu Harris State Building Auditorium

1515 Clay Street

Oakland, California
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September 11, 2000
Ontario Convention Center

2000 Convention Center Way

Ontario, California

September 13, 2000
Employment Development Department Auditorium

722 Capitol Mall

Sacramento, California

September 18, 2000
Scottish Rite Center

1895 Camino Del Rio South

San Diego, California

All public participation hearings begin at 6:30 p.m.  Sign language interpreters, captioning, voicing and disabled access at all locations.  For other reasonable accommodations, contact the Commission’s Public Advisor (contact information above) no later than five business days before each public participation hearing.

(END OF APPENDIX A)
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