A.99-09-049 et al.  LRB/hkr


LRB/hkr  9/19/2000

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY (U 338-E) for Approval of Program Years 2000 and 2001 Energy Efficiency Program Plans, Budgets, and Performance Award Mechanism.


Application 99-09-049

(Filed September 27, 1999)

Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Company for Approval of Program Years 2000 and 2001 Energy Efficiency Programs (U 39 M).


Application 99-09-050

(Filed September 27, 1999)

Compliance Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company (U 902-M) for Approval of 2000 and 2001 Energy Efficiency Programs, Budgets, Performance Incentive Structure.


Application 99-09-057

(Filed September 27, 1999)

Compliance Application of Southern California Gas Company (U 904-G) for Approval of 2000 and 2001 Energy Efficiency Programs, Budgets, Performance Incentive Mechanism.


Application 99-09-058

(Filed September 27, 1999)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 

SEEKING COMMENTS ON EFFECTS OF AB 970 ON

PROGRAM YEAR 2001 PLANNING

Assembly Bill (AB) 970, signed by the Governor on September 6, 2000, requires the Commission to, among other things, within 180 days and in consultation with the California Energy Commission, “adopt energy conservation demand-side management and other initiatives in order to reduce demand for electricity and reduce load during peak demand periods.”  (AB 970, sec. 7(b), codified in Pub. Util. Code § 399.15)  AB 970 further provides that the reasonable costs of these initiatives should be included in the regulated utilities’ “distribution revenue requirements.”  While AB 970 thus presents some ratemaking issues that will need to be explored, it is clear that the Legislature intended that such activities be initiated within the next six months. 

I anticipate that the Commission will be looking at directives for fully implementing AB 970 in the near future.  However, several of the initiatives that the Commission has been directed to pursue correspond to programs that have been funded under the Public Goods Charge (PGC) for the past few years.  For example, the Commission has been directed to implement initiatives that “expand and accelerate” 1) residential and commercial weatherization programs; 2) programs to inspect and improve the operating efficiency of heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning equipment in new and existing buildings; and 3) programs to improve energy efficiency in new buildings.  (AB 790, sec. 7(b)(1)-(3).)  Thus, it may be that these initiatives, at a minimum, could be incorporated into Program Year (PY) 2001 programs although it may require some reordering of priorities.  

By this ruling, I direct the parties to file and serve comments addressing how the identified initiatives or other initiatives required by AB 970 could be incorporated into PY 2001 programs without disrupting the PY 2001 planning process or the goal that PY 2001 programs be adopted and implemented by the beginning of the program year.  The parties should also discuss any limitations to incorporating these new or expanded initiatives and how, if at all, their incorporation may alter the programmatic priorities established in Decision (D.) 00-07-017 and D.99-08-021.

All comments shall be filed and served on the service list via e-mail no later than 12:00 noon on Tuesday, September 26, 2000.  Any party on the service list that does not have an e-mail address shall be served at the same time via fax or overnight mail.  Judge Bytof shall be served both by e-mail and in hard copy.  The subject line of the e-mail should reference the proceeding number, the name of the party filing comments, and the subject of the comments, i.e., Application 99-09-049 et al., Comments of [party] in Response to Ruling on AB 970.

Dated September 19, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



/s/  LINDA R. BYTOF



Linda R. Bytof

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail and e-mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Seeking Comments on Effects of AB 970 on Program Year 2001 Planning on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated September 19, 2000, at San Francisco, California.

/s/  KE HUANG

Ke Huang

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.
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