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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of Southern California Edison Company (U 338-E) for Authority to Lease Certain Fiber Optic Cables to Telecom Licensing, Inc.


Application 00-05-073

(Filed May 31, 2000)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING

ON MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) has filed an application to enter into a lease agreement with Telecom Licensing, Inc. for certain temporarily available optical fibers within SCE-owned fiber optic telecommunications cables in Los Angeles County.  By this motion, SCE asks that two details of the transaction – the number of optical fibers to be leased and information pertaining to the specific fiber routes – be protected from public disclosure and accepted under seal.  SCE states that Telecom Licensing has asked SCE to file this motion because disclosure of the specific number of fiber optics involved would provide competitors of Telecom Licensing with information about Telecom Licensing’s network capacity in the Southern California market.  According to the parties, if a competitor knows how many optical fibers Telecom Licensing will lease in the areas covered by the agreement, the competitor could unfairly determine Telecom Licensing’s areas of relative strength or weakness and adjust its strategic plans accordingly.  SCE asks that this information, contained in Exhibit 1 of the application, be filed under seal.

Applicant’s motion states grounds for a protective order under Pub. Util. Code § 583 and General Order 66-C and authority there cited.  The motion is unopposed.  A public hearing on the motion is unnecessary.

Good cause appearing, IT IS RULED that:

1. 
The motion of applicant for a protective order is granted to the extent set forth below.

2. 
The specific number of optical fibers to be leased and the specific fiber routes set forth in Exhibit 1 of the application, which information has been submitted under seal and attached to the application, shall remain under seal for a period of two years from the date of this ruling, and during that period shall not be made accessible or disclosed to anyone other than Commission staff except (1) on the further order or ruling of the Commission, the Assigned Commissioner, the assigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ), or the ALJ then designated as Law and Motion Judge, or (2) upon execution of an appropriate nondisclosure agreement by the party to whom disclosure is made.

3. 
If applicant believes that further protection of this information is needed after two years, applicant may file a motion stating the justification for further withholding the information from public inspection, or for such other relief as the Commission rules may then provide.  This motion shall be filed no later than 30 days before the expiration of this protective order.

Dated October 25, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



/s/ GLEN WALKER



Glen Walker

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling on Motion for Protective Order on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated October 25, 2000, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ EVELYN P. GONZALES

Evelyn P. Gonzales 

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.
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