R.00-01-005  CAB/abw


CAB/abw  12/28/2000

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking into Implementation of Assembly Bill 1149, Regarding Underground Electric and Communications Facilities.


Rulemaking 00-01-005

(Filed January 6, 2000)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S CLARIFICATION OF

DECEMBER 11, 2000, RULING ON JOINT MOTION OF THE

CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE FOR UTILITY SAFETY AND EDUCATION

(CAUSE) AND OF CITIZENS CONCERNED ABOUT EMFS (CCAE) TO

DENOMINATE THE REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE AS INTERIM,

COMPEL DISCOVERY, AND COMMENCE EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS

On December 7, 2000, The California Alliance for Utility Safety and Education (CAUSE) and the Citizens Concerned about EMFS (CCAE) filed a Joint Motion to Denominate the Report to the Legislature as Interim, Compel Discovery, and Commence Evidentiary Hearings in Rulemaking (R.) 00-01-005.  On December 11, 2000, the assigned administrative law judge (ALJ) issued a ruling on the CAUSE/CCAE motion dismissing it, without prejudice, on the grounds that it was premature.  On December 18, 2000, CAUSE and CCAE jointly requested a clarification of the December 11, 2000, ruling.  Specifically, CAUSE and CCAE sought an explanation as to whether the Commission would compel discovery.  The purpose of this ruling is to definitely state that the entire CAUSE/CCAE motion, including the request to compel discovery, is denied, without prejudice.

R.00-01-005 was instituted to implement Assembly Bill (AB) 1149, (Stats. 1999, Ch. 844).  This legislation requires the Commission to conduct a study as to ways to amend, revise, and improve the rules for the conversion of existing overhead electric and communications lines to underground service and to submit a report on the study to the Legislature by January 1, 2001.

The Commission has not yet issued its report.  Therefore, the CAUSE/CCAE Joint Motion is premature in that the report has not been categorized, nor has the Commission decided on a future course of action for the proceeding.  The Commission will not rule on the merits of the Joint Motion at this time, and there is no necessity for any party to respond.

Dated December 28, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



/s/ CAROL BROWN



Carol Brown

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail, and by electronic mail, to the parties to which an electronic mail address has been provided, this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Clarification of December 11, 2000, Ruling on Joint Motion of the California Alliance for Utility Safety and Education (CAUSE) and of Citizens Concerned about EMFS (CCAE) to Denominate the Report to the Legislature as Interim, Compel Discovery, and Commence Evidentiary Hearings on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated December 28, 2000, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ ANN B. WHITE

Ann B. White

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify that a particular location is accessible, call:  Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074, TTY 1‑866‑836‑7825 or (415) 703‑5282 at least three working days in advance of the event.
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