R.00-10-002  BWM/avs


BWM/avs  1/3/2001

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking into the operation of interruptible load programs offered by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company, and Southern California Edison Company and the effect of these programs on energy prices, other demand responsiveness programs, and the reliability of the electric system.


Rulemaking 00-10-002

(Filed October 5, 2000)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 

ON BILL INSERT NOTICE FOR

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION HEARINGS

Public Participation Hearings have been reset from January 2001 to February and March 2001.  The Notice is contained in Attachment A.
IT IS RULED that respondents shall include the Notice contained in Attachment A as a bill insert or direct mailing to reach each customer by no later than 10 days before the Public Participation Hearing.  Respondents shall also publish the Notice in newspapers of general circulation, and post the Notice in utility offices.

Dated January 3, 2001, at San Francisco, California.



        /s/Burton W. Mattson



Burton W. Mattson

Administrative Law Judge

ATTACHMENT A

NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION HEARINGS ON

INTERRUPTIBLE LOAD PROGRAMS AND

CURTAILMENT PRIORITIES

(Rulemaking (R.) 00-10-002)

The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) is holding a series of Public Participation Hearings on the interruptible load programs and curtailment priorities of Pacific Gas & Electric Company, Southern California Edison Company, and San Diego Gas & Electric Company.  

Background: Existing interruptible load programs allow some customers to voluntarily stop using electricity during times of shortages in exchange for rate discounts.  Penalties are incurred, however, if these customers fail to curtail when asked.  If voluntary curtailments under interruptible load and other programs are insufficient to maintain electric system reliability, utilities implement mandatory curtailments to prevent total system failure.  Customers are blacked out in rotating outage blocks during mandatory curtailments.  The Commission has developed priorities that exempt certain customers, such as police stations, fire stations and hospitals, during rotating outages.  

Public Participation Hearings: These hearings provide an opportunity for the public to be heard on the full range of these matters.  For example, the Commission is interested in hearing from the public on the responsibility of customers who participate in interruptible programs, coordination of these programs with other means to manage electricity shortages, and alternatives for reducing electricity use during times of peak demand.  The Commission is also interested in hearing from the public about the priorities used to determine mandatory curtailments.  In addition, comments are sought on the Energy Division Report, and the Proposed Decision of Commissioner Carl Wood, discussed below.  

Each hearing will begin at 7:00 p.m.:

February 22, 2001
San Francisco
Auditorium, ground floor



State Office Building



505 Van Ness Avenue

February 26, 2001
San Diego
Auditorium, Room B-109 



San Diego State Building



1350 Front Street



February 27, 2001 
Santa Ana
Council Chambers 



City Hall 



20 Civic Center Plaza 

February 28, 2001
San Bernardino
Council Chambers


San Bernardino City Hall 


300 North “D” Street

March 1, 2001
Fresno
Auditorium, Room 1036



State Office Building



2550 Mariposa Mall

To participate, arrive before 7:00 p.m. and sign-in to speak.  A member of the Public Advisor’s Office will be there to assist you.  To get more advice on participation before the hearing, please write to:

Public Advisor

California Public Utilities Commission

320 West 4th Street, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Or via e-mail to: public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov
If you cannot attend a hearing, you may mail or e-mail your comments to the Public Advisor at the above address.  Please refer to proceeding R.00-10-002.  Comments are most useful if mailed or e-mailed by March 1, 2001.  

Energy Division Report: The Commission’s Energy Division has prepared a report on these subjects.  The report is available either on the Commission’s web site (www.cpuc.ca.gov) or by writing Paul Clanon, Director, Energy Division, 505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102.  When writing, please ask for the January 2001 Energy Division Report in R.00-10-002.  

Proposed Decision: The Proposed Decision of Assigned Commissioner Carl Wood will be released on or about February 13, 2001.  A copy will be available on the Commission’s web site, or by writing to the Public Advisor at the above address.  When writing, please ask for the Proposed Decision in R.00‑10-002.  

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  If specialized accommodations are needed (e.g., sign language interpreters), please call the Public Advisor at least three business days before the hearing at (415) 703-2074, TTY toll free 1-866-836-7825, or regular TTY at (415) 703-5282.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail and by e-mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling on Bill Insert Notice for Public Participation Hearings on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated January 3, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

/s/Antonina V. Swansen

Antonina V. Swansen

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074,

TTY  1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at least  three working days in advance of the event.
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