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(Filed July 23, 1998)




ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S RULING

REGARDING CALIFORNIA ALTERNATE RATE FOR ENERGY (CARE) PROGRAM APPLICATION FORMS FOR PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 

On January 9, 2001, Greenlining Institute and Latino Issues Forum (Greenlining/LIF) filed an Emergency Motion for Notification to “CARE-Eligible Customers” of Exemption from Rate Increase in Application (A.)00-11-038, A.00-11-56 and A.00-10-28.  As discussed in more detail below, this ruling authorizes Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) to use a streamlined California Alternative Rates for Energy (CARE) application form on a one-time basis in its February 2001 billing cycle.  

In Decision (D.) 01-01-018, dated January 4, 2001, the Commission authorized an emergency interim surcharge, subject to refund and rebate, for PG&E and Southern California Edison Company.
  In that decision, the Commission exempts those low-income customers of Southern California Edison Company (Edison) and PG&E eligible for the CARE program from the rate increase.

The Commission, in D.00-09-036, dated September 7, 2000, orders PG&E, Southern California Gas Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company and Edison to develop forms that request the same types and categories of data from all customers enrolling in CARE.
  The Commission also orders the utilities to jointly develop such forms with public input and file them in an Advice Letter filing by March 1, 2001.

In their motion, Greenling/LIF pr

opose, among other things, that PG&E and Edison provide timely and effective notice to their ratepayers that low-income ratepayers may qualify for an exemption from the current rate increases, provided they meet certain eligibility guidelines.  I take official notice of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) entered into between Edison and Greenlining/LIF, dated January 18, 2001, and a MOU entered into between PG&E and Greenlining/LIF (PG&E MOU), dated January 24, 2001, both submitted in A.00-11-038, et al.  It appears that both MOUs resolve issues associated with Greenlining/LIF’s January 9, 2001, Emergency Motion for Notification to “CARE-Eligible Customers” of Exemption From Rate Increase in Application No. 00-11-038, et al.  

A copy of a proposed PG&E streamlined CARE application form for use on the one-time basis was included with the PG&E MOU.  Both parties agreed that the use of this application would be on a one-time basis and wouldn’t supersede the current standardized CARE application design process being conducted pursuant to D.00-09-036.  The streamlined form will be sent to all PG&E customers in the February 2001 billing cycle.

In order to provide PG&E’s customers with the application in a timely fashion, it is reasonable to allow PG&E to implement for this one-time use, the streamlined CARE application form.  By this ruling, I grant PG&E authority to use the CARE application form attached in the PG&E MOU for the one-time use specified in the MOU.  PG&E will make its standard CARE application form available at all PG&E local offices as agreed to in the MOU.  My approval granted today does not prejudice the outcome of the standardization effort directed in D.00-09-036.  

Dated January 30, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

	
	
	/S/       LORETTA LYNCH

	
	
	Loretta  Lynch

Assigned Commissioner


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling Regarding California Alternate Rate For Energy Program Application Forms For Pacific Gas And Electric Company And Southern California Edison Company on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated January 30, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

	/s/ Irene Spiropoulos

	


NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

� In A.00-11-038, the Application of Southern California Edison Company for Authority to Institute a Rate Stabilization Plan with a Rate Increase and End of the Rate Freeze Tariffs; A.00-11-056, the Emergency Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Company to Adopt a Rate Stabilization Plan; and A.00-10-028, the Petition of TURN for Modification of Resolution E-3527.


� In Rulemaking 98-07-037.
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