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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of Sea Planes, Incorporated for the Authority to Operate as a Passenger Ocean Ferry Corporation Between the Points of Marina del Rey and Avalon 

on Catalina Island.
Application 01-02-028

(Filed February 28, 2001)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING ON 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE A LATE PROTEST


Pacific Adventure Cruise’s (PAC’s) Motion for Leave to File a Late Protest in this proceeding is denied.  The application requests authority for Sea Planes, Inc. (Sea Planes) to establish scheduled service between Marina Del Rey and Avalon, which does not now exist.  PAC is only authorized to operate nonscheduled “on-call” service.


As Sea Planes’ response to the motion observes, to compare the two services is akin to comparing a taxi service to a bus service.  No doubt the advent of applicant’s scheduled service would create some competition for PAC.  More importantly, however, the applicant’s planned operation would provide a new travel opportunity and greater convenience for many people in the enormous Los Angeles area.  Allowing a  protest based upon the existence of an altogether different type of service makes little sense.   If the price of scheduled service compared to that of “on-call” service bears the same relationship as bus fare does to taxi fare, any new competitive threat to PAC would not be unreasonable.  


The two types of service are as different as apples and oranges.  Good cause therefore does not exist to entertain PAC’s proffered protest and delay this proceeding.

IT IS SO RULED.
Dated July 5, 2001, at San Francisco, California.



/s/ Victor D. Ryerson



Victor D. Ryerson

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

          I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling On Motion For Leave To File A Late Protest on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated July 5, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ Karen Cilman

Karen Cilman

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TTY #1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at least three working days in advance of the event.
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