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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of PACIFIC GAS AND

ELECTRIC COMPANY (U 39 E) for a

Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity Authorizing the Construction of the

Tri Valley 2002 Capacity Increase Project.


Application 99-11-025

(Filed November 22, 1999)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING
ADDRESSING MOTIONS FOR LEAVE TO FILE

CONFIDENTIAL MATERIALS UNDER SEAL

By this application, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) seeks a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct additional transmission and distribution capacity to meet electricity demand in the cities of Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton, and San Ramon, and unincorporated areas of Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.  This project is referred to as the Tri Valley 2002 Capacity Increase Project. 

On May 21, 2001, I directed PG&E to prepare additional costs estimates based on the alternatives identified in the Final Environmental Impact Report. PG&E prepared redacted and unredacted versions of the cost information and filed this material on June 4, 2001.  Unredacted copies were provided to parties who signed an appropriate protective order.  In its June 4, 2001 Motion, PG&E seeks protection of certain of the material filed, consistent with protection I previously granted during the course of the hearings. 

On June 7, 2001, the Foley Intervenors filed comments on PG&E’s cost filing as provided for in my May 21, 2001 ruling.  The Foley Intervenors prepared redacted and unredacted versions of their comments, and a motion for leave to file confidential materials under seal.  On June 8, 2001, the City of Pleasanton  and the Kottinger Ranch Homeowners Association (jointly, the Pleasanton Parties) filed comments on PG&E’s cost filing as provided for in my May 21, 2001 ruling.  The Pleasanton Parties prepared redacted and unredacted versions of their comments, and a motion for leave to file confidential materials under seal.  On June 15, 2001, PG&E filed a reply to the Foley Intervenors and Pleasanton Parties comments.  PG&E prepared redacted and unredacted versions of their reply and a motion for leave to file confidential materials under seal.

The material that all four motions seek protection for relates to PG&E’s valuation of property in the Tri Valley and could be detrimental to PG&E’s ability to acquire easements in order to complete its project.  Consistent with my ruling during evidentiary hearings, all four motions should be granted.

Therefore, IT IS RULED that:

1. The motions of PG&E, Foley Intervenors, and the Pleasanton Parties filed June 4 and 15, June 7, and June 8, 2001, respectively, are granted.

2. The materials described in the motions shall remain under seal for a period of two years from the date of this ruling, and during that period shall not be made accessible or disclosed to anyone other than Commission staff except on the execution of a mutually acceptable nondisclosure agreement or on further order or ruling of the Commission, the Assigned Commissioner, or the Assigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ), or the ALJ then designated as Law and Motion Judge.

3. If the parties believe that further protection of the protected materials is needed after two years, they may file a motion stating the justification for further withholding of the materials from public inspection, or for other such relief as the 

Commission rules may then provide.  This motion shall be filed no later than 30 days before the expiration of this protective order.

Dated July 30, 2001, at San Francisco, California.



/s/  MICHELLE COOKE



Michelle Cooke

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail, and by electronic mail, to the parties to which an electronic mail address has been provided, this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Addressing Motions for Leave to File Confidential Materials Under Seal on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated July 30, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

/s/  TERESITA C. GALLARDO

Teresita C. Gallardo

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074,

TTY 1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at least three working days in advance of the event.
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