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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Company for Review and Recovery of the Costs and Revenues in the Transition Cost Balancing Account  (U 39 E)


Application 98-09-003

(Filed September 1, 1998)

Application of Southern California Edison Company to Review and Recovery Transition Cost Balancing Account Entries from January 1, 1998 through June 30, 1998 and Various Generation-Related Memorandum Account Entries. 


Application 98-09-008

(Filed September 1, 1998)



Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company in the Annual Transition Cost Proceeding Regarding the Transition Cost Balancing Account (TCBA).


Application 98-09-009

(Filed September 1, 1998)



JOINT ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER
AND ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 
REGARDING SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEFS

On January 6, 2000, Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Minkin issued a proposed decision in this proceeding.  Among other items, the proposed decision discussed a proposal that Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), Southern California Edison Company (Edison), and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) be required to credit the Transition Cost Balancing Account (TCBA) for estimated market value of their remaining assets.  (See Proposed Decision at pp. 33 – 35, and Appendix E.)  Because this proposal alters the accounting methodology established thus far, the proposed decision provides parties with the opportunity to file supplemental briefs on this proposal.  The proposed decision calls for these briefs to be filed and served 15 days from the effective date of this decision.

In the interests of administrative efficiency and in order to give the Commission more timely information, we agree that the briefs should be filed and served sooner.  Therefore, PG&E, Edison, and SDG&E shall, and interested parties may, file and serve supplemental briefs on the proposal to require the utilities to debit or credit the TCBA for estimated market value and to establish the Estimated Gain on Asset Disposition Balancing Account.  The supplemental briefs shall be limited to these proposed accounting changes only and are limited to ten pages.  The supplemental briefs shall be filed and served by February 1, 2000.  Parties should serve the supplemental briefs expeditiously, and should ensure that ALJ Minkin receive copies both electronically and by expedited service.

Therefore, IT IS RULED that:

1. PG&E, Edison, and SDG&E shall, and interested parties may, file and serve supplemental briefs on the proposal that PG&E, Edison, and SDG&E should credit or debit the TCBA appropriately for estimated market value.  If the estimated market value is greater than book value, the difference would be credited to the TCBA.  PG&E, Edison, and SDG&E would then record a corresponding debit to a newly-established account, the Estimated Gain on Asset Disposition Balancing Account.  Balances in this account would earn the transition cost rate of return and balances in the account would be collected from or refunded to ratepayers upon Commission authorization.  When final market valuation takes place, this account would be trued-up for the actual difference between market value and net book value.  Rather than filing and serving these briefs according to the schedule established in the proposed decision, parties shall file and serve supplemental briefs on these issues by February 1, 2000.  The supplemental briefs are limited to the proposed accounting changes only and are limited to ten pages.

2. This ruling shall be served on parties to Application (A.) 96-08-001 et al. and A.99-01-016 et al. for the purpose of allowing these parties to file and serve supplemental briefs only.

3. The supplemental briefs shall be provided to ALJ Minkin electronically (ang@cpuc.ca.gov), by fax (415-703-1723), or by overnight service by 4:00 p.m. on the same day that comments are filed.

Dated January 10, 2000, at San Francisco, California.





Henry M. Duque

Assigned Commissioner

Angela K. Minkin

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Joint Assigned Commissioner And Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Regarding Supplemental Briefs on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated January 10, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



Evelyn P. Gonzales

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA 94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.
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