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ALJ/PVA/kz1  5/20/2020 
 
 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 
Order Instituting Investigation on the 
Commission’s Own Motion to Consider the 
Ratemaking and Other Implications of a 
Proposed Plan for Resolution of Voluntary 
Case filed by Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company, pursuant to Chapter 11 of the 
Bankruptcy Code, in the United States 
Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of 
California, San Francisco Division, In re Pacific 
Gas and Electric Corporation and Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company, Case No.19-30088. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Investigation 19-09-016 
 

 

E-MAIL RULING RE PROHIBITED EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 
 
 

 

 

 

Dated May 20, 2020, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 
  /s/  PETER V. ALLEN 

  Peter V. Allen 
Administrative Law Judge 

 
  

FILED
05/20/20
03:52 PM
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From: Allen, Peter <peter.allen@cpuc.ca.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 1:01 PM 

To: pmiller@nrdc.org <pmiller@nrdc.org>; ButterkleeN@ConEd.com <ButterkleeN@ConEd.com>; 

KFox@KeyesFox.com <KFox@KeyesFox.com>; JBloom@BakerLaw.com <JBloom@BakerLaw.com>; 

gbray@milbank.com <gbray@milbank.com>; Gary.Chen@SCE.com <Gary.Chen@SCE.com>; 

CLyons@sdge.com <CLyons@sdge.com>; RKoss@AdamsBroadwell.com 

<RKoss@AdamsBroadwell.com>; Suzy.Hong@SFcityAtty.org <Suzy.Hong@SFcityAtty.org>; Yip-Kikugawa, 

Amy C. <amy.yip-kikugawa@cpuc.ca.gov>; Miley, Matt <matt.miley@cpuc.ca.gov>; 'KMorsony@turn.org' 

<KMorsony@turn.org>; ariel@utilityadvocates.org <ariel@utilityadvocates.org>; SPauker@KeyesFox.com 

<SPauker@KeyesFox.com>; MAlcantar@Buchalter.com <MAlcantar@Buchalter.com>; 

NSheriff@Buchalter.com <NSheriff@Buchalter.com>; NSheriff@Buchalter.com 

<NSheriff@Buchalter.com>; BCragg@GoodinMacBride.com <BCragg@GoodinMacBride.com>; 

JArmstrong@goodinmacbride.com <JArmstrong@GoodinMacBride.com>; LCottle@Winston.com 

<LCottle@Winston.com>; ssmyers@att.net <ssmyers@att.net>; Beth@emk-law.com <Beth@emk-

law.com>; 'EBJ1@pge.com' <EBJ1@pge.com>; thomas@delmonteesq.com 

<thomas@delmonteesq.com>; April@WildTree.org <April@WildTree.org>; John Geesman 

<john@dicksongeesman.com>; service@cforat.org <service@cforat.org>; 

MCallahan@mceCleanEnergy.org <MCallahan@mceCleanEnergy.org>; Luisa.Elkins@SanJoseCa.gov 

<Luisa.Elkins@SanJoseCa.gov>; Woody@TheClimateCenter.org <Woody@TheClimateCenter.org>; Will 

Abrams <end2endconsulting@gmail.com>; Danielle@RenewableEnergyStrat.com 

<Danielle@RenewableEnergyStrat.com>; Peffer@BraunLegal.com <Peffer@BraunLegal.com>; 

Julee@ppallc.com <Julee@ppallc.com>; (ABB@eslawfirm.com) <ABB@eslawfirm.com>; 

ATrowbridge@DayCarterMurphy.com <ATrowbridge@DayCarterMurphy.com>; AMB@Maple-

BrownAbbott.com.au <AMB@Maple-BrownAbbott.com.au>; regulatory@cal-cca.org <regulatory@cal-

cca.org>; caleb.kelly@citadel.com <caleb.kelly@citadel.com>; cpuc@DuceraPartners.com 

<cpuc@DuceraPartners.com>; DLee@cwcLaw.com <DLee@cwcLaw.com>; David@a4nr.org 

<David@a4nr.org>; 'dj0conklin@earthlink.net' <dj0conklin@earthlink.net>; erin.cox@mto.com 

<erin.cox@mto.com>; Garrett.Hering@spglobal.com <Garrett.Hering@spglobal.com>; 

Henry.Weissmann@mto.com <Henry.Weissmann@mto.com>; M3PU@pge.com <M3PU@pge.com>; 

julia.zuckerman@clearwayenergy.com <julia.zuckerman@clearwayenergy.com>; Kavya@UtilityDive.com 

<Kavya@UtilityDive.com>; mstaples@ifpte20.org <mstaples@ifpte20.org>; Skinner, Nathaniel 

<nathaniel.skinner@cpuc.ca.gov>; huntpt@outlook.com <huntpt@outlook.com>; REKN@pge.com 

<REKN@pge.com>; Peterson, Rachel A. <rachel.peterson@cpuc.ca.gov>; Rochelle@a4nr.org 

<Rochelle@a4nr.org>; info@communitychoicepartners.com <info@communitychoicepartners.com>; 

Mitchell, Sean A <smitchell@paulweiss.com>; Sultan, Tahiya <TahiyaSultan@dwt.com>; 

Teresa.Reeddippo@mto.com <Teresa.Reeddippo@mto.com>; Manheim, William (Law) 

<WVM3@pge.com>; MRW@MRWassoc.com <MRW@MRWassoc.com>; MCE Regulatory 

<regulatory@mcecleanenergy.org>; DWTcpucDockets@dwt.com <DWTcpucDockets@dwt.com>; 

hayley@turn.org <hayley@turn.org>; judypau@dwt.com <judypau@dwt.com>; WBice@Milbank.com 

<WBice@Milbank.com>; Levinson@ConEd.com <Levinson@ConEd.com>; CSkelding@Reorg.com 

<CSkelding@Reorg.com>; uscontent@reorg-research.com <uscontent@reorg-research.com>; 

Gregg.Orrill@ubs.com <Gregg.Orrill@ubs.com>; vsheets@willkie.com <vsheets@willkie.com>; 

Edwin@Newtyn.com <Edwin@Newtyn.com>; Gregory.Reiss@CentenusLP.com 

<Gregory.Reiss@CentenusLP.com>; Hugh.McDonald@Troutman.com 

<Hugh.McDonald@Troutman.com>; Stuart.Caplan@Troutman.com <Stuart.Caplan@Troutman.com>; 

utilitydockets@gmail.com <utilitydockets@gmail.com>; Emily.Hayes@Weil.com 

<Emily.Hayes@Weil.com>; Jay.Minga@Weil.com <Jay.Minga@Weil.com>; Jessica.Liou@weil.com 
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<Jessica.Liou@weil.com>; kevin.kramer@weil.com <kevin.kramer@weil.com>; richard.slack@weil.com 

<richard.slack@weil.com>; Shawn.McNulty@Weil.com <Shawn.McNulty@Weil.com>; 

theodore.tsekerides@weil.com <theodore.tsekerides@weil.com>; AM@MadisonAvelp.com 

<AM@MadisonAvelp.com>; Eli@MadisonAvelp.com <Eli@MadisonAvelp.com>; DixonJ@ConEdCeb.com 

<DixonJ@ConEdCeb.com>; MapelliP@ConEdCeb.com <MapelliP@ConEdCeb.com>; 

caroline.bone@evercoreISI.com <caroline.bone@evercoreISI.com>; JCBeh@JonesDay.com 

<JCBeh@JonesDay.com>; edexter@milbank.com <edexter@milbank.com>; JWiseman@AkinGump.com 

<JWiseman@AkinGump.com>; GBenson@BakerLaw.com <GBenson@BakerLaw.com>; 

stanley.duran@hq.doe.gov <stanley.duran@hq.doe.gov>; CPUCdockets@EQ-research.com 

<CPUCdockets@EQ-research.com>; MBrubaker@consultbai.com <MBrubaker@consultbai.com>; 

MGorman@consultBai.com <MGorman@consultBai.com>; Tracy.C.Davis@nee.com 

<Tracy.C.Davis@nee.com>; ARLASICH@BHERENEWABLES.COM <ARLASICH@BHERENEWABLES.COM>; 

lwhouse@innercite.com <lwhouse@innercite.com>; Mona.Tierney-Lloyd@Enel.com <Mona.Tierney-

Lloyd@Enel.com>; JLSalazar@SoCalGas.com <JLSalazar@SoCalGas.com>; JFohrer@SoCalGas.com 

<JFohrer@SoCalGas.com>; Weber, Joan E. <Joan.Weber@cpuc.ca.gov>; Conklin, Michael 

<Michael.Conklin@cpuc.ca.gov>; RDiaz@socalgas.com <RDiaz@socalgas.com>; gbray@milbank.com 

<gbray@milbank.com>; Giovanni.Saarmangonzalez@mto.com <Giovanni.Saarmangonzalez@mto.com>; 

Henry.Weissmann@mto.com <Henry.Weissmann@mto.com>; JJohnston@JonesDay.com 

<JJohnston@JonesDay.com>; Kevin.Allred@mto.com <Kevin.Allred@mto.com>; 

Douglass@EnergyAttorney.com <Douglass@EnergyAttorney.com>; sarah.lee@sce.com 

<sarah.lee@sce.com>; case.admin@sce.com <case.admin@sce.com>; jwmitchell@mbartek.com 

<jwmitchell@mbartek.com>; ChadColtonEnergy@gmail.com <ChadColtonEnergy@gmail.com>; Donald 

Liddell <liddell@energyattorney.com>; john.leslie@dentons.com <john.leslie@dentons.com>; 

BMacDonald@sdge.com <BMacDonald@sdge.com>; KRaagas@sdge.com <KRaagas@sdge.com>; 

LFulton@sdge.com <LFulton@sdge.com>; Sue.Mara@RTOadvisors.com <Sue.Mara@RTOadvisors.com>; 

mdjoseph@adamsbroadwell.com <mdjoseph@adamsbroadwell.com>; gkay@sfwater.org 

<gkay@sfwater.org>; Durvasula, Anand <Anand.Durvasula@cpuc.ca.gov>; Herbert, Annalissa 

<Annalissa.Herbert@cpuc.ca.gov>; Fisher, Arthur (Iain) <Arthur.Fisher@cpuc.ca.gov>; Gerstle, Brandon T. 

<Brandon.Gerstle@cpuc.ca.gov>; Morey, Candace <candace.morey@cpuc.ca.gov>; Contreras, Carolina 

<Carolina.Contreras@cpuc.ca.gov>; TerKeurst, Charlotte <charlotte.terkeurst@cpuc.ca.gov>; Lambert, 

Christian <Christian.Lambert@cpuc.ca.gov>; Powell, Christine <Christine.Powell@cpuc.ca.gov>; Chow, 

Christopher <christopher.chow@cpuc.ca.gov>; Hogan, Christopher <Christopher.Hogan@cpuc.ca.gov>; 

Parkes, Christopher <christopher.parkes@cpuc.ca.gov>; Gruen, Darryl <darryl.gruen@cpuc.ca.gov>; Lee, 

Diana <diana.lee@cpuc.ca.gov>; Randolph, Edward F. <edward.randolph@cpuc.ca.gov>; Fisher, Emily 

<Emily.Fisher@cpuc.ca.gov>; Koltz, Jonathan <Jonathan.Koltz@cpuc.ca.gov>; Choing, Kelsey 

<Kelsey.Choing@cpuc.ca.gov>; krd@cpuc.ca.gov <krd@cpuc.ca.gov>; Morgans, Lucy 

<Lucy.Morgans@cpuc.ca.gov>; Ghadessi, Maryam <maryam.ghadessi@cpuc.ca.gov>; Poon, Nathan 

<Nathan.Poon@cpuc.ca.gov>; Sher, Nicholas <nicholas.sher@cpuc.ca.gov>; Obiora, Noel 

<noel.obiora@cpuc.ca.gov>; Allen, Peter <peter.allen@cpuc.ca.gov>; Cho, Raymond 

<Raymond.Cho@cpuc.ca.gov>; Simon, Sean A. <sean.simon@cpuc.ca.gov>; O'Rourke, Shannon 

<Shannon.O'Rourke@cpuc.ca.gov>; Harahsheh, Talal <Talal.Harahsheh@cpuc.ca.gov>; Bob Finkelstein 

<bfinkelstein@turn.org>; TLong@turn.org <TLong@turn.org>; AVCrawford@AkinGump.com 

<AVCrawford@AkinGump.com>; James@UtilityAdvocates.org <James@UtilityAdvocates.org>; 

RCavanagh@nrdc.org <RCavanagh@nrdc.org>; ssanchez@nrdc.org <ssanchez@nrdc.org>; 

bellis@buchalter.com <bellis@buchalter.com>; lrafii@buchalter.com <lrafii@buchalter.com>; 

MCade@Buchalter.com <MCade@Buchalter.com>; pejman.moshfegh@morganlewis.com 

<pejman.moshfegh@morganlewis.com>; Docket@Buchalter.com <Docket@Buchalter.com>; 
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Monica.Schwebs@morganlewis.com <Monica.Schwebs@morganlewis.com>; 'KCameron@Buchalter.com' 

<KCameron@Buchalter.com>; AnnaFero@dwt.com <AnnaFero@dwt.com>; Huang, David 

<DavidHuang@dwt.com>; 'JimTomlinson@dwt.com' <JimTomlinson@dwt.com>; Joseph M. Karp 

<jkarp@winston.com>; Kevin.Ashe@HKlaw.com <Kevin.Ashe@HKlaw.com>; 

MSomogyi@GoodinMacBride.com <MSomogyi@GoodinMacBride.com>; 'PatrickFerguson@dwt.com' 

<PatrickFerguson@dwt.com>; seth.hilton@stoel.com <seth.hilton@stoel.com>; tara.kaushik@hklaw.com 

<tara.kaushik@hklaw.com>; VidhyaPrabhakaran@dwt.com <VidhyaPrabhakaran@dwt.com>; Joseph M. 

Karp <jkarp@winston.com>; Greenwald, Steven <stevegreenwald@dwt.com>; CHARLES R. MIDDLEKAUFF 

(CRMD@pge.com) <crmd@pge.com>; Beth@emk-law.com <Beth@emk-law.com>; 

RegRelcpucCases@pge.com <RegRelcpucCases@pge.com>; Avis.Kowalewski@calpine.com 

<Avis.Kowalewski@Calpine.com>; Katherine.Piper@calpine.com <Katherine.Piper@Calpine.com>; 

tom@visualegal.com <tom@visualegal.com>; Cathy@BarkovichAndYap.com 

<Cathy@BarkovichAndYap.com>; Dan@HaskellPointLLC.com <Dan@HaskellPointLLC.com>; 

MBrandt@ebce.org <MBrandt@ebce.org>; sylvia@apen4ej.org <sylvia@apen4ej.org>; 

'TLindl@KeyesFox.com' <TLindl@KeyesFox.com>; ASlipski@cforat.org <ASlipski@cforat.org>; Shana 

Lazerow <slazerow@cbecal.org>; philm@scdenergy.com <philm@scdenergy.com>; 

janreid@coastecon.com <janreid@coastecon.com>; MBrown@SSJID.com <MBrown@SSJID.com>; 

PRietkerk@SSJID.com <PRietkerk@SSJID.com>; mitch.sears@valleycleanenergy.org 

<mitch.sears@valleycleanenergy.org>; LKristov@cal.net <LKristov@cal.net>; Jan Smutny-Jones 

<smutny@iepa.com>; Mr. Steven Kelly <steven@iepa.com>; CMKehrein@ems-ca.com 

<CMKehrein@ems-ca.com>; Peffer@BraunLegal.com <Peffer@BraunLegal.com>; JKennedy@rcrcnet.org 

<JKennedy@rcrcnet.org>; Regulatory@BraunLegal.com <Regulatory@BraunLegal.com>; 

Blaising@BraunLegal.com <Blaising@BraunLegal.com>; LMH@ESLawFirm.com <LMH@ESLawFirm.com>; 

BSB@esLawFirm.com <BSB@esLawFirm.com>; JSAdams.4910@yahoo.com 

<JSAdams.4910@yahoo.com>; Dunton, Drucilla "Dru" <Drucilla.Dunton@cpuc.ca.gov>; 

ATrowbridge@DayCarterMurphy.com <ATrowbridge@DayCarterMurphy.com> 

Cc: ALJ Docket Office <ALJ_Docket_Office@cpuc.ca.gov>; ALJ Process <alj_process@cpuc.ca.gov>; 

ALJ_Support ID <alj_supportid@cpuc.ca.gov> 

Subject: I.19-09-016 PG&E Bankruptcy - E-Mail Ruling re Prohibited Ex Parte 

Communication (Abrams)  

  
To William B. Abrams and All Parties: 
 
On Tuesday, May 19, 2020, William B. Abrams (Abrams) sent an e-mail with attachments to the 
service list of this proceeding. In the body of the e-mail Abrams stated: "This is to notice the 
Commission and parties of this proceeding regarding my objections and those of the TCC filed 
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court (Case #19-30088-DM)." The May 19, 2020 e-mail from Abrams is 
an ex parte communication under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure. 
 
On May 15 and May 18, 2020, the Commission held a Ratesetting Deliberative Meeting in this 
proceeding. Notice of the Ratesetting Deliberative Meeting was sent to the service list of this 
proceeding. 
 
The April 20, 2020 cover letter to the proposed decision in this proceeding stated:  
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"The Commission may hold a Ratesetting Deliberative Meeting to consider this item in 

closed session in advance of the Business Meeting at which the item will be heard. In 

such event, notice of the Ratesetting Deliberative Meeting will appear in the Daily 

Calendar, which is posted on the Commission’s website. If a Ratesetting Deliberative 

Meeting is scheduled, ex parte communications are prohibited pursuant to Rule 

8.2(c)(4)(B)."  

 
Accordingly, Abrams' ex parte communication was prohibited, and Abrams is ordered to file 
with the Commission no later than 5:00 pm today a notice of prohibited ex parte 
communication pursuant to Commission Rules 8.2 and 8.4. 
 

The decision in this proceeding will be held until the Commission Meeting scheduled for 

May 28, 2020. 

 
Other parties may respond to Abrams' ex parte communication only on Thursday, May 21, 2020 
after the close of the Commission Meeting.  
 
All ex parte communications (in any form) in this proceeding are prohibited beginning on 
Friday, May 22, 2020 through the close of the May 28, 2020 Commission Meeting.  
 
All parties should note that the Commission may impose penalties and sanctions for a violation 
of Rule 8.2.  

 

DOCKET OFFICE SHALL FILE THIS RULING 

 
Peter V. Allen 
Administrative Law Judge 
California Public Utilities Commission 
415.703.2195 
peter.allen@cpuc.ca.gov 
  
Notice: This communication may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information for the use of 
the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized use or disclosure is prohibited. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication. 
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