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Ampla Health urges the Commission to expeditiously approve SCTCA and LGSEC’s joint 
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March 25,2025

California Public Utilities Commission

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 500

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Petition for modification of decision 15-06-002 concerning self-generation incentive program
requirements

Honorable CPUC Commissioners,

California Retirement Homes, Inc. (Mountain Vista of Ojai) supports the joint Petition for Modification of
Decision 15-06-002 to increase the time allowed to fully implement Self-Generation Incentive Program-

funded projects, filed by the Southern California Tribal Chairmen's Association (SCTCA) and Local

Government Sustainable Energy Coalition (LGSEC). In recognition of a cascading series of challenges

acting to delay successful project completion, the Petition requests that the Commission authorize four
additional six-month project extensions for Equity and Equity Resiliency projects that are in good

standing. Mountain Vista of Ojai is a family-owned and operated RCFE that takes pride in providing

exceptional care for all our residents; our expert caregivers have been serving our Ventura County

community since 1988.

Our assisted living facility has one (1) active SGIP Equity or Equity Resiliency SGIP rebate reservation

for systems totaling 66.0 kilowatt-hours of energy storage capacrty for $66,000.00. This system will
provide much-needed resiliency and other benefits to Mountain Vista of Ojai's critical operations serving

our community. Due to a host of circumstances that could not have been anticipated and are beyond our

control, including supply chain disruptions related to COVID -19 and the sudden unexpected insolvency

of Swell Energy, completion of this project has been delayed.

If the Commission does not authorize additional extensions, this essential project will be at risk of
cancellation for failure to meet SGIP deadlines. Such an outcome would impose significant losses of
resilience capaciry undermine the community's and CPUC's ability to achieve environmental and equlty
goals, and create financial challenges at a particularly inopportune time.

Mountain Vista of Ojai urges the Commission to expeditiously approve SCTCA and LGSEC's joint
Petition for Modification on behalf of our Ventura County community and other communities across the

State that are experiencing similar challenges. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please

contact Sabino Perazat sT2perez(fDqln=qern / (805) 646-6850.

Sabino Perez

Co-Owner

Sincerely,



 

Administration, Finance, Administration, Finance, Administration, Finance, Administration, Finance,     

and Human Resourcesand Human Resourcesand Human Resourcesand Human Resources    
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(707) 826-8633     
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California Public Utilities Commission 

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 500 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

RE: Petition for modification of decision 15-06-002 concerning self-generation incentive program 

requirements 

Honorable CPUC Commissioners, 

Open Door Community Health Centers supports the joint Petition for Modification of Decision 15-06-002 to 

increase the time allowed to fully implement Self-Generation Incentive Program-funded projects, filed by the 

Southern California Tribal Chairmen’s Association (SCTCA) and Local Government Sustainable Energy 

Coalition (LGSEC). In recognition of a cascading series of challenges acting to delay successful project 

completion, the Petition requests that the Commission authorize four additional six-month project 

extensions for Equity and Equity Resiliency projects that are in good standing. Since founded in 1971, Open 

Door Community Health Centers has proudly provided primary and dental care, counselling, pharmacy 

services, and community support offices, serving about 65,000 patients a year and employing almost 800 

members across our communities. The Fortuna Community Health Center, opened in 2018, provides 

outpatient medical and dental services to the Humboldt County community and is designed to accommodate 

over 200 patients per day. 

 

Our clinic has one (1) active SGIP Equity or Equity Resiliency SGIP rebate reservation for systems totaling 

696.0 kilowatt-hours of energy storage capacity for $628,000.48. This system will provide much-needed 

resiliency and other benefits to the ODCH Fortuna Community Health Center’s critical operations for our 

community. Due to a host of circumstances that could not have been anticipated and are beyond our 

control, including supply chain disruptions related to COVID -19 and the sudden unexpected insolvency of 

Swell Energy, completion of this project has been delayed.  

 

If the Commission does not authorize additional extensions, this essential project will be at risk of 

cancellation for failure to meet SGIP deadlines. Such an outcome would impose significant losses of 

resilience capacity, undermine the community’s and CPUC’s ability to achieve environmental and equity 

goals, and create financial challenges at a particularly inopportune time. 

 

Open Door Community Health Centers urges the Commission to expeditiously approve SCTCA and LGSEC’s 

joint Petition for Modification on behalf of our Humboldt County community and other communities across 

the State that are experiencing similar challenges. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please 

contact Dwayne Lemos at dlemos@opendoorhealth.com / (707) 498-6621. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dwayne Lemos 

Director – Corporate Services 
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DECLARATION 

Under California Public Utilities Commission Rule 47 governing Petitions for 

Modification, the Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians, a federally recognized Indian tribe, supports 

the following affidavit: 

Multiple challenges have emerged or intensified over the past three years that have slowed 

or stalled completion of numerous battery energy storage projects with Self-Generation Incentive 

Program (SGIP) rebate reservations. Such challenges include:  

• Microgrids are more difficult to deploy than anticipated. Microgrid development requires 

sophisticated orchestration of many distinct elements, including securing accurate data 

from the utility in which the project is being sited, and ultimately interconnecting with the 

grid. As now acknowledged by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), a microgrid 

“…involves deep technical and contractual collaboration with the utility and can take 3-5 

years or more to develop.”   

• Supply chains remain difficult to navigate, with unanticipated extended lead times and 

chronic price inflation. In the electrical equipment space, supply chain disruptions are not 

just an inconvenience. They can bring entire projects to a standstill. After pandemic-related 

supply chain disruptions starting in 2020, global instability in 2024 caused further 

uncertainty within the supply chain, and that uncertainty continues in 2025 (see also 

below).1 Switchgear equipment in particular is commonly taking a year or more to 

manufacture and deliver after final purchase orders.  

• Although the Commission and State Legislature have taken action to resolve delays in 

utility energization, interconnection applications, studies, and approvals often take more 

time than expected. 

• Native American Tribes have limited capacity to engage in protracted contract negotiations 

with developers on complex and new types of projects. Engaging in SGIP tends to be a 

learning process for both Tribes and local governments – entities specifically expected to 

undertake equity-related projects by the Commission. The extent of these complexities was 

not anticipated and they are not reflected in present program timelines.  

• As sovereign governments, Tribes apply unique building and permitting requirements. 

Many California Tribes adopt California Title 24 Building Standards Code, but few Tribes 

have in-house building departments or inspection staff. This can lead to lengthy and 

complex processes to establish third party code compliance, inspection, and other due 

diligence processes that contractors must fulfill for project authorization. 

 
1 Supply chain predictions for 2025 
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• For some projects, Tribes must negotiate approvals for new utility right-of-way easements 

with the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Many Tribes experience protracted delays 

caused by BIA and utilities in processing easement requests. Further, in some cases existing 

utility infrastructure is trespassing on Tribal lands due to utilities’ earlier failure to secure 

easements. These issues can severely delay project interconnection and energization 

required to claim SGIP incentives.  

• The recently inaugurated federal administration has created uncertainty, delays, and cost 

increases, related to grant funding disruptions and staff changes as well as threatened or 

actual implementation of tariffs that impact important SGIP project equipment and 

materials. Electronics and machinery comprise more than half of Chinese exports to the 

United States; tariffs are causing equipment and component makers to reexamine and 

potentially renegotiate their supply sources.2 And growing volatility in minerals markets 

are prompting suppliers to cancel quotes and raise prices. 

• The bankruptcies of developers (e.g., Swell Services, Sunpower) have created delays 

lasting longer than the 6 months (two 90-day extensions) provided by the SGIP Handbook. 

The process of terminating agreements with bankrupt developers, assuming control of 

purchase orders, and procuring new developers and subcontractors has imposed substantial 

unexpected costs, complexities, and delays on numerous SGIP equity resiliency projects.  

The signatory below represents the Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians, a federally recognized Tribe 

with five (5) SGIP incentive reservations. All of the Rincon Band’s SGIP projects have been 

substantially delayed as a result of the factors above, such that they all are at risk of exhausting all 

of the extensions provided in the current SGIP Handbook before they achieve permission to 

operate and are energized by San Diego Gas & Electric. The Rincon Band has already invested 

millions of dollars in these projects, including purchasing major equipment and commencing 

construction. The Rincon Band joins numerous other California Tribes and other communities in 

petitioning the Commission for modification of SGIP terms to allow sufficient time to complete 

delayed battery energy storage projects and satisfy requirements for claiming SGIP incentives.  

Signed, 

 

      

Date: March 13, 2025 

Denise Turner Walsh 

Attorney General 

Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians 

 
2 How Trump's Tariffs Are Impacting the Global Supply Chain 





California Public Utilities Commission 

March 13, 2025 
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The Rincon Band urges the Commission to expeditiously approve SCTCA and LGSEC’s 

joint Petition for Modification on behalf of our Tribe and other communities across the State that 

are experiencing similar challenges. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact 

me by telephone at (760) 689-5727 or by email at dwalsh@rincon-nsn.gov. 

Sincerely yours, 

RINCON BAND OF LUISEÑO INDIANS 

Denise Turner Walsh 

Attorney General  














