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From: Ferguson, Charles <Charles.Ferguson@cpuc.ca.gov>  
Sent: Monday, March 9, 2026 10:06 AM 
To: RBarker@Earthjustice.org; Andrew.Hall@SWGas.com; APatel@SoCalGas.com; 
NPedersen@HanMor.com; James.Whooley@sce.com; Ayn@ClimateActionCampaign.org; 
Edward@ucan.org; RCerda@sdge.com; JBKatz@LeadershipCounsel.org; JBKatz@LeadershipCounsel.org; 
Ariel@UtilityAdvocates.org; Seth.Hilton@stoel.com; BCragg@DowneyBrand.com; MColvin@edf.org; 
April@WildTree.org; BFinkelstein@TURN.org; Nick.Karkazis@pge.com; Sam@RNGCoalition.com; 
TMcRae@CaliforniaHydrogen.org; Parker, Wayne <Wayne.Parker@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
regulatory@ghcoalition.org; RegRelCpucCases@pge.com; CentralFiles@SempraUtilities.com; 
dwchandl@gmail.com; dquesenb@socalgas.com; KAnisove@sdge.com; Kingsley.Cheng@pge.com; 
mariah.chavez@sdge.com; Taul, Matthew <Matthew.Taul@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
PGEHydrogenProgram@pge.com; TSK0@pge.com; tomas@climateactioncampaign.org; 
PGEHydrogenProgram@pge.com; jcovarrubias@buchalter.com; lpiette@earthjustice.org; 
Tyson@CleanStrat.com; laurie.brown@swgas.com; Valerie.Ontiveroz@swgas.com; 
BWaymire@socalgas.com; Harbour, Brooke-Sidney <Brooke-Sidney.Harbour@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
Emoreno5@semprautilities.com; Jacobsohn, Ely <Ely.Jacobsohn@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
fsantacruz@socalgas.com; JLSalazar@SoCalGas.com; JCalzadi@SoCalGas.com; JMock@SoCalGas.com; 
MSilva@SoCalGas.com; MGava@socalgas.com; Condensa, Ryan <Ryan.Condensa@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
IBautista@SoCalGas.com; SGersen@Earthjustice.org; Klatt@EnergyAttorney.com; 
Douglass@EnergyAttorney.com; case.admin@sce.com; Patrick.Nandy@sce.com; 
Meghan.OBrien@Stoel.com; KChong@sdge.com; MDavids1@sdge.com; MSaldan1@sdge.com; 
Riezza@sdge.com; TMKirch2@sdge.com; pkam@buchalter.com; mclaiborne@leadershipcounsel.org; 
Myers, Christopher <christopher.myers@cpuc.ca.gov>; Cole, Alexander "Sasha" 
<Alexander.Cole@cpuc.ca.gov>; Fisher, Arthur "Iain" <Arthur.Fisher@cpuc.ca.gov>; Vinod, Aswathy 
<Aswathy.Vinod@cpuc.ca.gov>; Ferguson, Charles <Charles.Ferguson@cpuc.ca.gov>; Myers, 
Christopher <christopher.myers@cpuc.ca.gov>; Chow, Emily <Emily.Chow@cpuc.ca.gov>; Petrofsky, 
Erica <Erica.Petrofsky@cpuc.ca.gov>; Chang, Jack <Jack.Chang@cpuc.ca.gov>; Stout, Jesse 
<Jesse.Stout@cpuc.ca.gov>; Halligan, Julie <julie.halligan@cpuc.ca.gov>; Peterson, Kaj 
<Kaj.Peterson@cpuc.ca.gov>; Hieta, Karin M. <karin.hieta@cpuc.ca.gov>; Wang, Melissa 
<Melissa.Wang@cpuc.ca.gov>; Gariffo, Thomas <Thomas.Gariffo@cpuc.ca.gov>; Smith, Victor 
<Victor.Smith@cpuc.ca.gov>; James@UtilityAdvocates.org; Lilly.McKenna@Stoel.com; 
SHafez@Buchalter.com; MSullivan@edf.org; JBaird@Earthjustice.org; nrobertson@earthjustice.org; 
Beth@EMK-law.com; Jin@Decodees.com; ETorres@turn.org; cathy@barkovichandyap.com; 
GxZ5@pge.com; Jim.Dennison@SierraClub.org; Jonathan.Pendleton@pge.com; 
Katherine.Ramsey@SierraClub.org; Maddie.Lipscomb@SierraClub.org; Arroyo, Christopher 
<Christopher.Arroyo@cpuc.ca.gov>; jlq@cpuc.ca.gov; JDH@eslawfirm.com; elsi@caliberstrat.com; 
ABrown@B2EnergyLaw.com; bbiering@b2energylaw.com; LHaug@b2energylaw.com; 
Regulatory@Stoel.com 
Cc: ALJ Support ID <alj_supportid@cpuc.ca.gov>; ALJ Docket Office <ALJ_Docket_Office@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
Houck, Darcie L. <Darcie.Houck@cpuc.ca.gov>; Petrofsky, Erica <Erica.Petrofsky@cpuc.ca.gov>; Smith, 
Victor <Victor.Smith@cpuc.ca.gov>; Wang, Stephanie <Stephanie.Wang@cpuc.ca.gov> 
Subject: A.22-09-006; Email ruling directives and guidance for final briefing 

 

This ruling provides both directions and guidance regarding the preparation and 

filing of closing briefs for this proceeding. 
 

mailto:Charles.Ferguson@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:RBarker@Earthjustice.org
mailto:Andrew.Hall@SWGas.com
mailto:APatel@SoCalGas.com
mailto:NPedersen@HanMor.com
mailto:James.Whooley@sce.com
mailto:Ayn@ClimateActionCampaign.org
mailto:Edward@ucan.org
mailto:RCerda@sdge.com
mailto:JBKatz@LeadershipCounsel.org
mailto:JBKatz@LeadershipCounsel.org
mailto:Ariel@UtilityAdvocates.org
mailto:Seth.Hilton@stoel.com
mailto:BCragg@DowneyBrand.com
mailto:MColvin@edf.org
mailto:April@WildTree.org
mailto:BFinkelstein@TURN.org
mailto:Nick.Karkazis@pge.com
mailto:Sam@RNGCoalition.com
mailto:TMcRae@CaliforniaHydrogen.org
mailto:Wayne.Parker@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:regulatory@ghcoalition.org
mailto:RegRelCpucCases@pge.com
mailto:CentralFiles@SempraUtilities.com
mailto:dwchandl@gmail.com
mailto:dquesenb@socalgas.com
mailto:KAnisove@sdge.com
mailto:Kingsley.Cheng@pge.com
mailto:mariah.chavez@sdge.com
mailto:Matthew.Taul@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:PGEHydrogenProgram@pge.com
mailto:TSK0@pge.com
mailto:tomas@climateactioncampaign.org
mailto:PGEHydrogenProgram@pge.com
mailto:jcovarrubias@buchalter.com
mailto:lpiette@earthjustice.org
mailto:Tyson@CleanStrat.com
mailto:laurie.brown@swgas.com
mailto:Valerie.Ontiveroz@swgas.com
mailto:BWaymire@socalgas.com
mailto:Brooke-Sidney.Harbour@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Emoreno5@semprautilities.com
mailto:Ely.Jacobsohn@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:fsantacruz@socalgas.com
mailto:JLSalazar@SoCalGas.com
mailto:JCalzadi@SoCalGas.com
mailto:JMock@SoCalGas.com
mailto:MSilva@SoCalGas.com
mailto:MGava@socalgas.com
mailto:Ryan.Condensa@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:IBautista@SoCalGas.com
mailto:SGersen@Earthjustice.org
mailto:Klatt@EnergyAttorney.com
mailto:Douglass@EnergyAttorney.com
mailto:case.admin@sce.com
mailto:Patrick.Nandy@sce.com
mailto:Meghan.OBrien@Stoel.com
mailto:KChong@sdge.com
mailto:MDavids1@sdge.com
mailto:MSaldan1@sdge.com
mailto:Riezza@sdge.com
mailto:TMKirch2@sdge.com
mailto:pkam@buchalter.com
mailto:mclaiborne@leadershipcounsel.org
mailto:christopher.myers@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Alexander.Cole@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Arthur.Fisher@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Aswathy.Vinod@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Charles.Ferguson@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:christopher.myers@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Emily.Chow@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Erica.Petrofsky@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Jack.Chang@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Jesse.Stout@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:julie.halligan@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Kaj.Peterson@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:karin.hieta@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Melissa.Wang@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Thomas.Gariffo@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Victor.Smith@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:James@UtilityAdvocates.org
mailto:Lilly.McKenna@Stoel.com
mailto:SHafez@Buchalter.com
mailto:MSullivan@edf.org
mailto:JBaird@Earthjustice.org
mailto:nrobertson@earthjustice.org
mailto:Beth@EMK-law.com
mailto:Jin@Decodees.com
mailto:ETorres@turn.org
mailto:cathy@barkovichandyap.com
mailto:GxZ5@pge.com
mailto:Jim.Dennison@SierraClub.org
mailto:Jonathan.Pendleton@pge.com
mailto:Katherine.Ramsey@SierraClub.org
mailto:Maddie.Lipscomb@SierraClub.org
mailto:Christopher.Arroyo@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:jlq@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:JDH@eslawfirm.com
mailto:elsi@caliberstrat.com
mailto:ABrown@B2EnergyLaw.com
mailto:bbiering@b2energylaw.com
mailto:LHaug@b2energylaw.com
mailto:Regulatory@Stoel.com
mailto:alj_supportid@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:ALJ_Docket_Office@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Darcie.Houck@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Erica.Petrofsky@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Victor.Smith@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Wang@cpuc.ca.gov


A.22-09-006  ALJ/CFG/smt 
 
 

 - 3 - 

1. The length of each party’s Opening Brief shall not exceed 50 pages, 
and the length of each party’s Reply Brief shall not exceed 25 pages. 
Briefs shall be doubled spaced and typeface shall be no smaller than 
13 points. Parties are encouraged to confer with one another so as not 
to duplicate each other’s arguments; a simple statement of joinder is 
all that is needed to indicate support for another party’s argument(s). 
The Commission prefers briefs to be additive rather than duplicative.  
 

2. Opening Briefs shall be filed no later than close of business, May 4, 
2026. Reply Briefs shall be filed no later than close of business May 
25, 2026. One hard copy of each brief shall be delivered to ALJ 
Ferguson at the Commission’s 505 Van Ness Avenue office in San 
Francisco at the time of filing. 
 

3. Parties are encouraged to keep in mind the scope of the proceeding – 
this is an application proceeding for five individual pilot projects, not 
an industry-wide rule making.  The Commission will eventually rule 
on whether one or more of the proposed pilots may proceed. 
Arguments for a sweeping, industry-wide ruling on all five proposed 
pilots or based on industry-wide, long-range, financial projections, 
one way or the other regarding the hydrogen industry, will be 
assessed in light of the Commission’s prior statements and rulings 
regarding the scope of this proceeding. Those parties choosing to file 
briefs are encouraged to relate their arguments to the specific issues 
identified by the Assigned Commissioner in her most recent scoping 
memo.   
 

4. The Parties choosing to submit briefs are also encouraged to provide 
specific citations to the evidentiary record and legal authorities when 
appropriate. Furthermore, if AI software is employed in preparing 
any brief or portion of a brief, the representative of the party for 
whom the brief is submitted must verify the accuracy of all citations 
provided in the brief and so state at the conclusion of the brief.  
 

5. The Parties submitting briefs are also encouraged to provide specific 
citations to evidence of how an individual proposed project will or 
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will not add to the body of existing knowledge regarding the 
blending of natural gas and hydrogen.  
 

6. Parties submitting briefs are encouraged to lay a foundation for 
relevancy or irrelevancy of references to blending projects outside 
California to the gas infrastructure in California when arguing for or 
against approval of a particular proposed project.  
 

7. Ensuring the public’s safety is an important and ever-present concern 
for the Commission; it is a topic that should be addressed by the 
applicants and intervenors alike in their briefs with appropriate 
citations to record evidence. 
 

Accordingly, it is ordered that the Parties choosing to submit closing briefs in this 

proceeding shall follow the directives and guidance above. 
 
THE DOCKET OFFICE SHALL FORMALLY FILE THIS RULING. 
 

Dated: March 9, 2026,  at San Francisco, California. 

 

Charles Ferguson 

Administrative Law Judge 

California Public Utilities Commission 

 

 
  
  
 


