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VIRTUAL PROCEEDING
JANUARY 16, 2026 - 10:03 A.M.
* * * * *

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE DUGOWSON: The
Commission will come to order.

We are now on the record. Today is
January lé6th, 2026, and this is the prehearing
conference for Rulemaking 25-08-004, the Order
Instituting Rulemaking to Update Distribution Level
Interconnection Rules and Regulations.

I'm Administrative Law Judge, or ALJ, Andrew
Dugowson, and I'm assigned to this proceeding. The
assigned commissioner is Commission President Alice
Reynolds. President Reynolds could not join us today,
but a representative from her office may be on the line.

The purpose of this prehearing conference is to
determine the parties, the categorization, the need for
hearings, and discuss next steps for procedure --
proceeding scope and procedural schedule.

Give me just one second.

First, I will take appearances in alphabetical
order from parties that sent me an email indicating they
planned to attend. I will then give requests for party
status. When I call on you, please state and then spell

your first and last name, then indicate how you prefer
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to be addressed; for example, I will refer to our court
reporter as Reporter De Rosa. For the benefit of
Reporter De Rosa, speak speak slowly and clearly.

First, Advanced Energy United.

MR. TURNER: Good morning, your Honor. My name
is Brian Turner, B-r-i-a-n T-u-r-n-e-r -- that's how I
prefer to be called -- representing Advanced Energy
United. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Ava Community
Energy.

MS. HUANG: Good morning, your Honor, Claire
Huang representing Ava Community Energy, C-l-a-i-r-e
H-u-a-n-g, and you may refer to me by my first and last
name. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Bear Valley and the
other SMJUs.

MR. GIBSON: Good morning, your Honor, Jed
Gibson, J-e-d G-i-b-s-o-n, on behalf of Bear Valley
Electric Service, Liberty Utilities, and PacifiCorp; but
collectively, the -- the three small utilities are known
as the Small Multi-Jurisdictional Utilities, or SMJUs,
or the California Association of Small and
Multi-Jurisdictional Utilities, or CASMU. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Ah, CASMU. Thank you,

Mr. Gibson.
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Cal Advocates.

MR. HILL: Yes. Thank you, your Honor. Rod
Hill for Cal Advocates; first name is spelled R-o-d,
last name is spelled H-i-1-1. And I'm joined by Anthony
Abdallah.

And go ahead, Anthony.

MR. ABI ABDALLAH: Hello, your Honor. My
name's Anthony Abi Abdallah, and that's spelled
A-n-t-h-o-n-y space A-b-i space A-b-d-a-1-1-a-h. Thank
you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you, both.

California -- CalCCA.

MR. JOHNSTON: Good morning, your Honor. Kevin
Johnston, K-e-v-i-n J-o-h-n-s-t-o-n, for California
Community Choice Association, or CalCCA. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. California Solar and
Storage Association.

MR. LUO: Good morning, your Honor. My name is
Kevin Luo, spelled K-e-v-i-n, and then last name spelled
L-u-o, representing the California Solar and Storage
Association. You can just refer to me by my first and
last name. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. CESA.

MR. MURTISHAW: Good morning, your Honor. My

name is Scott Murtishaw, S-c-o -- S-c-o0 M-u-r-t-i-s
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(indecipherable) .

ALJ DUGOWSON: To save you the -- thank you,
Mr. Murtishaw. I -- I can tell that the reporter
couldn't hear. So I will spare you, with your
laryngitis, spelling it out, and tell me if I'm wrong.

I believe his name is spelled S-c-o-t-t
M-u-r-t-i-s-h-a-w.

Is that correct?

MR. MURTISHAW: (Inaudible response.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: I see a nod. Thank you.

MR. MURTISHAW: (Indecipherable.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Enphase.

MR. MONBOUQUETTE: Thank you, your Honor. Marc
Monbouquette with Enphase Energy, Inc., also known as
Enphase. My name is M-a-r-c M-o-n-b-o-u-g-u-e-t-t-e.
And you can refer to me as Marc.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Ford.

MR. WOOD: Hello. Good morning. This is
Carter Wood from Ford Motor Company; first name
C-a-r-t-e-r, last name W-0-0-d, and you can refer to me
as my first and last name. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Foundation
Windpower.

MR. SHERR: Good morning. My name is Steve

Sherr with Foundation Windpower, and that's spelled
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S-t-e-v-e S-h-e-r-r. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Green Power
Institute.

MR. MORRIS: Hi. Greg -- Greg Morris for the
Green Power Institute, G-r-e-g-o-r-y M-o-r-r-i-s, and
you can call me Greg.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. IREC.

MS. STANFIELD: Good morning. I'm Sky
Stanfield with Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger on behalf of
the Interstate Renewable Energy Council, or IREC, and my
name is spelled S-k-y S-t-a-n-f-i-e-1-d, and you can
just call me Sky.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. PearlX.

MR. STERNS: Good morning, your Honor. My name
is Patrick Sterns with PearlX Infrastructure Partners,
also known as PearlX. My name is spelled P-a-t-r-i-c-k
S-t-e-r-n-s, and you can just call me by my first name.
Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. DPG&E.

MS. MERLO: Good morning, your Honor. Ashley
Merlo for Pacific Gas and Electric Company. That's
A-s-h-l-e-y M-e-r-1-o. You can refer to me as Ashley or
Ms. Merlo. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. SCE.

MR. HUERTA: Good morning, your Honor. This is
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Gerardo Huerta, G-e-r-a-r-d-o, last name H-u-e-r-t-a,
representing and appearing on behalf of Southern
California Edison Company, and you can refer to me as
Jerry, J-e-r-r-y.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. SEIA.

MS. ARMSTRONG: Yes. Can you hear me?

ALJ DUGOWSON: Loud and clear.

MS. ARMSTRONG: Great. Jeanne Armstrong on
behalf of SEIA. That's J-e-a-n-n-e Armstrong,
A-r-m-s-t-r-o-n-g, and you can refer to me as Jeanne or
Ms. Armstrong.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Tesla.

MR. SCHWARTZ: Good morning, your Honor. Andy
Schwartz on behalf of Tesla; first name A-n-d-y, last
name S-c-h-w-a-r-t-z, and you can refer to me as Andy or
Mr. Schwartz. Thanks.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. TURN.

(No response.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Hearing no response, I'll move
to Vehicle-Grid Integration Council.

MS. PRATT: Thank you, your Honor. Grace Pratt
on behalf of the Vehicle-Grid Integration Council, or
VGIC. My name is spelled G-r-a-c-e P-r-a-t-t, and you
can refer to me as Grace. Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. And Vote Solar.
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MS. MYERS: Good morning. Megan Myers on
behalf of Vote Solar. It's M-e-g-a-n Myers, M-y-e-r-s.
Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. I believe that is
all of the -- oh, SDG&E. Forgive me.

MR. NEWLANDER: You passed the test, your
Honor. This is Jonathan Newlander for San Diego Gas &
Electric Company. My name is spelled J-o-n-a-t-h-a-n
N-e-w-l-a-n-d-e-r, and you can call me Jon or
Mr. Newlander, or whatever else strikes your fancy.
Thank you.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you very much.

Is there anyone else on the line with party
status whom I've missed?

(No response.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Hearing none, I will next move
to motions for party status.

Is there anyone on the line who wishes to
become a party to this proceeding? Please use the chat
function or the raise hands function, if possible.

Dean Taylor.

(Line muted.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Mr. Taylor, you're on mute.

While you resolve your AV issues, I'll move to -- I've

seen Wendy Chou or Chou. Forgive me.
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Would you -- can you unmute yourself?

MS. CHOU: Hi. Good morning, your Honor. My
name is Wendy Chou.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Chou.

MS. CHOU: First name's spelled W-e-n-d-y, last
name's spelled C-h-o-u, and I represent Acterra: Action
for a Healthy Planet, and I would like to request party
status at this time.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. If you would, could
you please say what your interest in this proceeding is
and how it relates to an issue we intend to resolve and
how you intend to participate?

MS. CHOU: We have been a party to the
proceeding 23-08-012, and we are a nonprofit that is
concerned with clean energy transition, especially with
equity considerations, and we are located in the San
Francisco Bay area, which has a number of innovative
trends going on that we would like to be a part of, in
terms of representing the interests of underserved
communities.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Does anyone object
to this motion?

(No response.)
ALJ DUGOWSON: Hearing and seeing none, your --

Acterra's: Action for a Healthy Planet's motion for
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party status is granted.
(Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet was
granted Party Status.)

MS. CHOU: Thank you, your Honor.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you.

I will return to Mr. Taylor.

MR. TAYLOR: Hello, your Honor. Can you hear
me?

ALJ DUGOWSON: Yes.

MR. TAYLOR: I'm a consultant for Natural
Resources Defense Council. We filed reply comments
earlier on this docket, and we would like to be a party.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you. Just as before,
could you please state your interest in the proceeding
and how it relates to an issue we intend to resolve?

MR. TAYLOR: I think our reply comments went
into a lot of detail. We commented on almost every
issue raised in the earlier docket. We're a national
nonprofit that has been very active in similar
proceedings like the high DER and the interconnection
DER, interested in vehicle grid integration and related
issues to Rule 21.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Thank you.

Does anyone object to this motion?

(No response.)
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ALJ DUGOWSON: Hearing and seeing none, NRDC's

oral motion for party stand -- status is granted.
(NRDC was granted Party Status.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Are there any other parties who
would -- rather, entities who would like to request
party status?

(No response.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Hearing and seeing none, I will
move on.

Reporter De Rosa, did I see you make a gesture?
Do you need anything?

THE REPORTER: (Inaudible response.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: No. Thank you.

Now that appearances are concluded, I would
like to thank all of you who, as Mr. Taylor mentioned,
submitted such detailed and thoughtful comments. The
president's office and I are still working through your
comments, so I do not have a draft scoping memo or
schedule to share with you at this time; but, my hope is
to issue a scoping ruling and memo in the next few
weeks.

My only procedural note, which will be outlined
in the scoping memo, but is often missed, is that
documents should be sent only via email, unless

otherwise instructed; in other words, please do not send
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physical mail to the Commission, unless specifically
requested to do so.

Next, I will state that the preliminary
categorization of this proceeding is quasi-legislative.

Does any party oppose this or have any comments
on this matter?

(No response.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Seeing and hearing none, I will
move on.

Before I conclude this prehearing conference,
I'11 take any procedural questions parties might have.
As before, if you could use the raise hand or chat
function, I would appreciate it.

(No response.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: Seeing and hearing none, that
concludes this prehearing conference. I appreciate you
all for being on time, and again, for all of your
detailed comments. Thanks for your participation and
thank you -- oh, Ms. -- excuse me. Reporter De Rosa?

THE REPORTER: Can we go off the record, your
Honor?

ALJ DUGOWSON: Of course. We're off the
record.

(Off the record.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: I will go back on the record.
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Dean, would you care to speak?

MR. TAYLOR: Can you repeat the email again
from the court reporter?

ALJ DUGOWSON: We'll go off the record.

(Off the record.)

ALJ DUGOWSON: We'll go back on the record.

Andy, you have a question?

MR. SCHWARTZ: Yeah. I was wondering if there
are new issues that have surfaced since the opening
comments were filed on the OIR, do you envision there
being an opportunity to put those additional issues on
the record prior to or after the scoping memo is issued?

ALJ DUGOWSON: Can I interpret that as a
request, or are you just asking generally if there are
anything that we've seen?

MR. SCHWARTZ: It would -- it would be a
request.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Okay. I'll take that back to
the commissioner. I personally would like to give as
much opportunity for parties to surface issues as
possible. So I'll take that under consideration, but
can't guarantee. Thank you.

MR. SCHWARTZ: Yeah. Thank you, your Honor.

ALJ DUGOWSON: Anything else?

(No response.)
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15

ALJ DUGOWSON: I see nothing more. This
concludes the prehearing conference. Thank you, again,
and thank you to Reporter De Rosa.

We are adjourned and off the record.

(At the hour of 10:21 a.m., the Commission

then adjourned.)

* * * * *
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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%W&&xaé, XQ{{M@
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