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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FILED
07/23/26
Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Application 24-11-009 12:55 PM
Company for Recovery of Recorded A2411009

Expenditures Related to Wildfire Mitigation,
Catastrophic Events, Community Rebuild
Program and Other Recorded Costs. (U39M)

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY NOTICE OF EX PARTE
COMMUNICATION

Pursuant to Rule 8.4 of the California Public Utilities Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedure, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) hereby gives
notice of the following ex parte communication in the above captioned proceeding.

Nika Kjensli, Chief, Regulatory Relations, PG&E, initiated the oral
communication via Teams on Monday, July 20, 2026, at 9:30 AM, with the following
persons in attendance: Victor Smith, Deputy Chief of Staff, and Audrey Neuman,
Energy Advisor to Commissioner Darcie Houck. Participating in the meeting for
PG&E: Nika Kjensli, Chief, Regulatory Relations; Matt Pender, Vice President,
Undergrounding and System Hardening; and Sean Coyle, Outside Counsel,
Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass LLP.

SUMMARY:

At the meeting, Ms. Kjensli provided an overview of PG&E’s 2024 Wildfire
Mitigation and Catastrophic Events (WMCE) application and request, noting that the
work PG&E conducted as part of the Butte County rebuild was done both prudently
and cost-effectively. PG&E’s work in the area has led to a 98% reduction in ignition

risk through undergrounding and 67% through overhead hardening. The costs for



this work were incremental to work authorized through PG&E'’s general rate case
(GRC) decision and transparently tracked through Commission-authorized
mechanisms like the CEMA and WMBA.

Mr. Pender reviewed the benefits brought about by the work completed in
Butte County, an area which has historically been prone to wildfires. These include
eliminating distribution PSPS events on undergrounded lines, joint-trenching with
gas pipelines which reduced costs by roughly 56% as compared to PG&E’s 2027
GRC forecast for similar gas work, and returning over $280 million in insurance
proceeds to ratepayers to help offset costs. Mr. Pender noted that these cost-
effective investments kept bill impacts to a minimum and were in line with PG&E’s
goal of 0-3% average annual bill increase through 2030.

Mr. Coyle reviewed some of the arguments presented by parties regarding
PG&E’s pre-fire prudency, securitization and incrementality. He noted that over $700
million in disallowances have already been imposed on PG&E through Decision
(D.)20-05-019, the OIl Settlement, which concluded that no additional disallowances
should be imposed on PG&E for the Camp Fire ignition and permitted PG&E to seek
future recovery of fire-related costs. Furthermore, the costs incurred were
independently verified through Ernst and Young to be incremental to those
authorized in PG&E’s GRC decisions.

During the meeting Ms. Kjensli shared a presentation, which is attached here.

Respectfully submitted,



/s/ Nika Kjensli
Nika Kjensli
Chief, Regulatory Relations Advocacy
CPUC Communications
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
300 Lakeside Drive
Oakland, CA 94612
Phone: 925-412-8128
E-mail: Nika.Kjensli@pge.com

Dated: July 23, 2026
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