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I.  INTRODUCTION. 

Pursuant to the July 21, 2026 ruling issued by Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) Andrea 

D. McGary (the “Ruling”), Sierra Telephone Company, Inc. (U 1016 C) Sierra Telephone Long 

Distance Varcomm-Sierratel, Inc., Varcomm Holdings, Inc., and V Squared Holdings, Inc. 

(collectively, the “Joint Applicants”) and The Utility Reform Network (“TURN”) (together with 

Joint Applicants, the “Parties”) hereby submit this Joint Statement of Proceeding Status (“Joint 

Statement”).  This Joint Statement follows meet and confer efforts between the Parties and is 

consistent with the Parties’ position that this proceeding should be dismissed in light of the 

termination of the transaction that gave rise to the Application. 

As the Joint Applicants notified the Commission on July 21, 2026, the Stock Purchase 

Agreement between the Joint Applicants has been terminated, effective July 17, 2026.  As a 

result, the transaction for which Section 854 approval was sought through this proceeding is no 

longer operative, and a jointly-supported Motion to Withdraw Application and Dismissing 

Proceeding Without Prejudice (“Motion to Dismiss”) was submitted on July 28, 2026 by all 

Parties.  Despite the Parties’ mutual agreement that the proceeding should be closed, the Parties 

submit the information contained herein in compliance with the Ruling. 

II.  REQUIRED INFORMATION. 

The Ruling seeks a status update regarding specific, enumerated matters.  Each item and 

the corresponding status update are listed below. 

a. Motions 

i. Pending Motions.  

 Joint Applicants filed a motion to file confidential information under seal alongside the 

initial application on February 13, 2026.  The confidential data sought to be protected includes: 

(1) granular financial information not publicly disseminated; (2) information implicating the 

privacy rights of Sierra Telephone’s and STLD’s employees; and (3) highly sensitive and 

granular critical infrastructure information. 

The Parties also filed a Motion to Dismiss on July 28, 2026.  This motion was filed 

because the transaction has been terminated, the relief in the Application is no longer being 

pursued, and the proceeding is no longer necessary. 

ii. Anticipated Motions 

 The Parties do not anticipate any motions for this proceeding. 
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b. Amendments 

The Parties do not anticipate any amendments to any motions. 

c. Testimony 

The Parties do not anticipate the need for any intervenor or rebuttal testimony for the 

remainder of this proceeding because the transaction giving rise to the proceeding has 

terminated.  This proceeding is no longer necessary, so no testimony should be required. TURN 

is prepared to submit testimony in compliance with the ALJ Ruling, if necessary.  Joint 

Applicants will likewise be prepared to respond to TURN’s testimony, if any is submitted. 

d. Legal Issues & Material Facts 

i. Legal Issues 

There are no legal issues to be considered, because the Stock Purchase Agreement has 

been terminated, the transaction is no longer being pursued, and the proceeding is no longer 

necessary.  The only legal issue is whether the proceeding should be dismissed, and both parties 

support that outcome, as reflected in their Motion to Dismiss. 

ii. Facts In Dispute 

 There are no facts in dispute because there is no longer a dispute in this proceeding.  All 

Parties agree that it should be closed. 

iii. Stipulated Facts 

 The only pertinent stipulated fact is that the Stock Purchase Agreement has been 

terminated.  This fact supports the Motion to Dismiss and obviates any need for this proceeding to 

continue. 

e. Public Participation Hearings 

The Parties do not anticipate any need for public participation hearings for the remainder 

of this proceeding because the transaction is moot.  This proceeding is no longer necessary, and 

no public participation hearing should be required. 

f. Discovery/Data Requests/Disclosures 

The Joint Applicants have responded to all data requests from TURN, and there are no 

open data requests, discovery issues, or disclosures to resolve in this proceeding. 

There are no other issues to be considered for just and efficient disposition of this proceeding. 

III.  CONCLUSION. 

The Parties understand that this submission addresses the matters identified for the 

Parties’ based on the ALJ’s July 21, 2026 Ruling.  As set forth herein, the Parties reiterate their 
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joint position that the Application should be dismissed without prejudice and the proceeding 

should be closed. 

Respectfully submitted this 5th day of August, 2026. 
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