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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
Order Instituting Rulemaking to Refine 
the Risk Based Decision Making 
Framework for Electric and Gas Utilities. 

 

Rulemaking 26-04-016 

 
 

EMAIL RULING DENYING PUBLIC ADVOCATES OFFICE'S MOTION 
RULEMAKING 26-04-016 RISK BASED DECISION MAKING 

 
 
 

Dated August 28, 2026, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

  /s/  SARAH R. THOMAS 

  Sarah R. Thomas 
Administrative Law Judge 
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From: Thomas, Sarah R. <sarah.thomas@cpuc.ca.gov>  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2026 1:28 PM 
To: Valerie.Ontiveroz@swgas.com; HAJones@SoCalGas.com; 
JMock@SoCalGas.com; AdviceTariffManager@sce.com; 
RKMoore@GSwater.com; dj0Conklin@Earthlink.net; SMurill1@sdge.com; 
Einhorn, Michael <Michael.Einhorn@cpuc.ca.gov>; NSheriff@Buchalter.com; 
tomjlong@sbcglobal.net; PGETariffs@pge.com; Mike@AlpineNaturalGas.com; 
WestGas@aol.com; Dan.Marsh@LibertyUtilities.com; 
Cathie.Allen@PacifiCorp.com; alexis.ravnik@bvesinc.com; ali.arabnya@pge.com; 
RegrelcpucCases@pge.com; centralfiles@sdge.com; 
danielle.dooley@energysafety.ca.gov; elijah.devaughn@pge.com; 
Hannah.Keller@pge.com; jwmitchell@mbartek.com; 
JStewart@SempraUtilities.com; Regulatoryaffairs@bvesinc.com; 
sarah.phung@pge.com; Haine, Steven K. <steven.haine@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
will.dundon@energysafety.ca.gov; yumi.oum@pge.com; MRW@MRWassoc.com; 
regulatory@cal-cca.org; CPUCdockets@eq-research.com; 
ZLarsen@ClarkHill.com; CFitzhenry@ConsultBAI.com; Schmitt, Edwin "Eddie" 
<Edwin.Schmitt@cpuc.ca.gov>; EHenry@SoCalGas.com; Tey, Joshua 
<Joshua.Tey@cpuc.ca.gov>; kcordova@socalgas.com; Thai, Megan 
<Megan.Thai@cpuc.ca.gov>; Sun, Yueting <Yueting.Sun@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
HDonahue@ClarkHill.com; daniel.t.komula@sce.com; Kris.Vyas@sce.com; 
Kristen.Yee@sce.com; mark.guerra@sce.com; Vanessa.rodriguez@sce.com; 
Case.admin@sce.com; CFaber@SempraUtilities.com; SLCohen@sdge.com; 
Fred@Yanney.law; RKoss@AdamsBroadwell.com; Fisher, Arthur "Iain" 
<Arthur.Fisher@cpuc.ca.gov>; Parkes, Christopher 
<christopher.parkes@cpuc.ca.gov>; Chen, Emily <Emily.Chen@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
Hanes, Fred <fred.hanes@cpuc.ca.gov>; Wehrman, Holly 
<Holly.Wehrman@cpuc.ca.gov>; Vanderbilt, Lara 
<Lara.Vanderbilt@cpuc.ca.gov>; Gordon, Miles <Miles.Gordon@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
Thomas, Sarah R. <sarah.thomas@cpuc.ca.gov>; acarrejo@buchalter.com; 
Megan@BRBLawGroup.com; Hayley@turn.org; Peter.Ouborg@pge.com; 
Mike@CalRegulatory.com; Yang, Anna <Anna.Yang@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
CMarelich@DowneyBrand.com; Dunton, Drucilla "Dru" 
<Drucilla.Dunton@cpuc.ca.gov>; Lemei, Galen <Galen.Lemei@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
JGibson@DowneyBrand.com; Compton, Laura <Laura.Compton@cpuc.ca.gov>; 
Richard.Cao@energysafety.ca.gov; ABrown@B2EnergyLaw.com 
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Cc: ALJ Support ID <alj_supportid@cpuc.ca.gov>; ALJ Process 
<alj_process@cpuc.ca.gov>; ALJ Docket Office 
<ALJ_Docket_Office@cpuc.ca.gov> 
 
Subject: Email ALJ ruling denying Public Advocates Office's Motion R2604016 
Risk Based Decision Making 
 
To all persons interested in Rulemaking (R.) 26-04-016, the Order Instituting 
Rulemaking (OIR) to Refine the Risk Based Decision Making Framework for Electric and 
Gas Utilities: 
  
This email ruling denies the Motion of the Public Advocates Office at the CPUC 
for Clarification of the Scoping Memo (Motion), filed on August 5, 2026 and 
supported by a filing of the Energy Producers and Users Coalition and Indicated 
Shippers on August 20, 2026. The Motion seeks to comment on the contents of 
the scoping memo issued in this proceeding on July 20, 2026, asserting that 
because the OIR gave dates for comment on the scoping memo, the scoping 
memo itself should have done so as well.  
  
Parties had ample opportunity to comment on the schedule and scope of the 
proceeding, in their comments on the OIR, at the June 17, 2026 Prehearing 
Conference, and in their June 26, 2026 Response to my questions at the 
Prehearing Conference about schedule. Further, the Commission's Rules of 
Practice and Procedure, Rule 8.3, makes clear that the schedule of a proceeding is 
appropriately addressed in the scoping memo: "The assigned Commissioner 
shall issue the scoping memo for the proceeding, which shall determine the 
schedule (with projected submission date), issues to be addressed, and need for 
hearing." 
  
Further, the April 30, 2026 OIR itself characterizes the schedule it sets as 
"preliminary" and states that "The assigned Commissioner or the assigned 
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) may change the schedule to promote the 
efficient and fair administration of this proceeding." OIR at 17-18. 
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Public Advocates Office's Motion seeking to comment on the scoping memo 
therefore is denied. 
  
IT IS SO RULED. 
  
The Commission's Docket Office shall file this Ruling. 
  
Sarah R. Thomas, Esq.  
Senior Administrative Law Judge 
srt@cpuc.ca.gov 
415-703-2310 
  
Notice: This communication may contain confidential and/or legally privileged 
information for the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized use or 
disclosure is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the 
sender and destroy all copies of the communication. 
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