
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Company for 
Recovery of Recorded Expenditures in 
Memorandum and Balancing Accounts Related to 
Wildfire and Gas Safety (U39 M). 

Application 23-06-008 

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY NOTICE OF EX PARTE 
COMMUNICATION 

Pursuant to Rule 8.4 of the California Public Utilities Commission’s Rules of 

Practice and Procedure, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) hereby gives 

notice of the following ex parte communication in the above captioned proceeding. 

Nika Kjensli, Chief, Regulatory Relations, PG&E, initiated the oral 

communication via Webex on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, at 11:30 AM, with the 

following persons in attendance: Amanda Singh Birmingham, Chief of Staff and 

Victor Smith, Deputy Chief of Staff to Commissioner Houck.  Participating for 

PG&E: Nika Kjensli, Chief, Regulatory Relations and Andy Abranches, Vice 

President, Wildfire Mitigation.  

SUMMARY: 

At the meeting Ms. Kjensli and Mr. Abranches expressed their appreciation 

of the proposed decision (PD), which recognizes that PG&E’s wildfire mitigation 

work was necessary for public safety, compelled by new legislation, and was 

performed under extraordinary operational conditions, and the PD appropriately 

authorizes recovery for a substantial majority of the wildfire mitigation costs at 

issue. Likewise, the PD rejects some of the more extreme recommendations 

suggested by parties. Mr. Abranches explained two limited issues where minor 
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modifications would ensure that ongoing wildfire mitigation work can continue to 

be supported and financially feasible and would help ensure rate smoothing efforts 

for customers can be realized in 2027.  He noted that the PD's permanent 

treatment for capital disallowance should be limited to a specific timeframe instead 

of the entire life of the asset, which has a negative impact on ongoing wildfire 

mitigation work and is not supported by the PD's findings. Mr. Abranches also 

recommended that the PD be modified to allow PG&E to recover 2020 – 2022 

costs over a 12 – 24-month period instead of a 12-month period. This minor 

modification to Conclusion of Law (COL) 130 is critical to ensuring that the 

approved costs are implemented into rates during the planned rate change in 

January 2027 instead of being a stand-alone rate change that is inconsistent with 

lower interest costs for ratepayers and PG&E's rate smoothing goals. 

Ms. Kjensli emphasized the need for a final decision by the November 19th 

voting meeting, noting that a decision by this date should give PG&E the minimum 

time necessary to file the required Tier 2 Advice Letter and implement into rates by 

January 2027.  

During the meeting, Ms. Kjensli shared a presentation which is attached to this 

notice. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  /s/ Jennifer Kalafut   
Jennifer Kalafut 
Director, Regulatory Relations Advocacy 

 CPUC & OEIS Communications 
 Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
      300 Lakeside Drive 
      Oakland, CA  94612 
 Phone: 510-254-1425 
 E-mail: Jennifer.Kalafut@pge.com 
Dated: November 6, 2026 
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