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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Southwest Gas Corporation (Southwest Gas or Company) is a multi-jurisdictional natural 
gas local distribution company, engaged in the retail transmission, distribution, 
transportation, and sale of natural gas for domestic, commercial, agricultural, and industrial 
uses.  The Company serves approximately 190,000 California customers.   

Southwest Gas is a named respondent to Rulemaking 15-01-008 (Rulemaking), opened by 
the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) January 22, 2015.  The 
Rulemaking was opened pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 13711, which requires, “…the 
adoption of rules and procedures to minimize natural gas leakage from Commission-
regulated natural gas pipeline facilities consistent with Public Utilities Code Section 961(d), 
§192.703(c) of Subpart M of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulation, the Commission’s 
General Order 112-E, and the state’s goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”2   

On May 15, 2015, Southwest Gas filed an Annual Report in accordance with SB 1371 for 
the period January 1, 2013 through March, 31, 2015.3  Additionally, Southwest Gas 
submitted a response to Safety and Enforcement Division’s (SED) data request for the 
period January 1, 2008 through March 31, 2015.4  Pursuant to SED’s data request, natural 
gas utilities are to provide a report annually by May 15.  Subsequent to the first report, 
Southwest Gas has been actively participating in the Rulemaking by working with the SED, 
the California Air Resources Board (ARB) and other parties to further refine the reporting 
process.  By ruling dated April 11, 2016, Administrative Law Judge Colette E. Kersten 
issued the SED data request and reporting requirements for the 2016 reporting year, and 
requiring responses by June 17, 2016.5  Southwest Gas submits its 2016 Annual Report 
utilizing the reporting templates, including emission factors and definitions issued in the 
April 11, 2016 Ruling. 

Southwest Gas appreciates the opportunity to provide this report, and looks forward to its 
continued involvement in the Rulemaking. 

1 SB 1371 became effective January 1, 2015, and added Article 3, §§975, 977 and 978 to the Public 
Utilities Code.  All code references herein pertain to the Public Utilities Code. 
2 Order Instituting Rulemaking (OIR), at p.1. 
3 Southwest Gas Corporation, Natural Gas Leakage Abatement Report, in compliance with Rulemaking 
15-01-008 for the Reporting Period January 1, 2013 through December 1, 2014. 
4 Southwest Gas Corporation, Natural Gas Leakage Abatement Report, in response to Safety and 
Enforcement Division Data Request Southwest Gas 01-09-15-01 for the Reporting Period January 1, 
2008 through March 31, 2015. 
5 Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Issuing Staff Data Request Regarding 2016 Annual Reporting 
Requirements and Directing Responses by June 17, 2016, dated April 11, 2016. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The following data included in this Report has been prepared to comply with Senate Bill 
1371 (Leno, 2014), Section 2, Article 3, Order Instituting Rulemaking (OIR) 15-01-008, and 
to provide our responses to Data Request Southwest Gas R15-01-008 2016 Annual Report. 

Pursuant to SB 1371, Leno - Natural gas: leakage abatement, the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) requests that the following information be transmitted to the CPUC 
and the State Air Resources Board (ARB): 

(1) A summary of changes to utility leak and emission management practices from January 
1st, 2015 to December 31st, 2015. The report must include a detailed summary of 
changes, including the reasoning behind each change and an explanation of how each 
change will reduce methane leaks and emissions. 

Southwest Gas Response:  Southwest Gas did not make any substantive changes to 
its leak and emissions management practices from January 1, 2015 to December 31, 
2015.  

(2) A list of new graded and ungraded gas leaks discovered, tracked by geographic 
location in a Geographic Information System (GIS) or best equivalent, by grade, 
component or equipment, pipe size, schedule and material, pressure, age, date 
discovered and annual volume of gas leaked for each, by month, from January 1st, 
2015 through December 31st, 2015. 

Southwest Gas Response:  Please reference the attached Appendices 1-7. 

(3) A list of graded and ungraded gas leaks repaired, tracked by geographic location in a 
Geographic Information System (GIS) or best equivalent, by month, from January 1st, 
2015 through December 31st, 2015. Include the grade, component or equipment, pipe 
size, schedule and material, pressure, age, date discovered, date of repair, annual 
volume of gas leaked for each and the number of days from the time the leak was 
discovered until the date of repair. 

Southwest Gas Response:  Please reference the attached Appendices 1-7.

(4) A list of ALL open graded and ungraded leaks, regardless of when they were found, 
tracked by geographic location in a Geographic Information System (GIS) or best 
equivalent that are being monitored, or are scheduled to be repaired, by month, from 
January 1st, 2015 through December 31st, 2015. Include the grade, component or 
equipment, pipe size, schedule and material, pressure, age, date discovered, 
scheduled date of repair, and annual volume of gas leaked for each. 

Southwest Gas Response:  Please reference the attached Appendices 1-7.
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(5) System-wide gas leak and emission rate data, along with any data and computer 
models used in making that calculation, for the 12 months ending December 31st, of 
the reporting year.

Southwest Gas Response:  Please reference the attached Appendix 8. 

(6) Calculable or estimated emissions and non-graded gas leaks, as defined in Data 
Request Southwest Gas Corporation R15-01-008 2016 Annual Report for the 12 
months ending December 31st, 2015. 

Southwest Gas Response:  Please reference the attached Appendix 8. 

(7) An annual report on measures that will be taken in the following year to reduce gas 
leaks and emissions to achieve the goals of SB 1371. The report must include a 
detailed summary of changes, including the reasoning behind each change and an 
explanation of how each change will reduce methane leaks and emissions.

Southwest Gas Response:  Southwest Gas plans to continue its current leak 
mitigation activities including accelerated leak survey (pursuant to the Company’s 
Distribution Integrity Management Program) and replacement of early vintage plastic 
pipe, and its 3-year DOT leak survey frequency.  These activities work to identify and 
repair leaks on the Company’s distribution system earlier and to replace aging 
infrastructure with higher leakage rates, thereby serving the secondary role of reducing 
methane emissions.  
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