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In the Matter of the Application of the Exposition 
Metro Line Construction Authority for an order 
authorizing the construction of a two-track 
at-grade crossing for the Exposition Boulevard 
Corridor Light Rail Transit Line across Jefferson 
Boulevard, Adams Boulevard, and 23rd Street, all 
three crossings located along Flower Street in the 
City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles, 
California. 
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NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 

Martin A. Mattes 
NOSSAMAN LLP 
50 California Street, 34th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94111-4799 
Tel:  (415) 398-3600  /  Fax:  (415) 398-2438 
E-mail:  mmattes@nossaman.com 
 
Attorneys for EXPOSITION METRO LINE  

CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY 
December 18, 2009 

F I L E D
12-18-09
04:59 PM



 

NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 

In accordance with Rule 8.3 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules”) of 

the California Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”), Exposition Metro Line 

Construction Authority (“Expo Authority”) hereby provides notice of an ex parte 

communication in the above-captioned proceeding.  Beginning at approximately 11:00 a.m. 

on December 15, 2009, Mr. Richard Thorpe, Chief Executive Officer of Expo Authority, 

met with Commissioner Timothy Alan Simon in Commissioner Simon’s office at the 

Commission’s headquarters at 505 Van Ness Avenue, in San Francisco.  Also in attendance 

at the meeting were Mr. Tommy Ross and Ms. Sandi McCubbin, Consultants to Expo 

Authority, Mr. Martin Mattes of Nossaman LLP, attorneys for Expo Authority, Mmes. 

Natalie Wales and Melicia Charles, Advisors to Commissioner Simon, and Richard Clark, 

Director of the Commission’s Consumer Protection and Safety Division  The meeting lasted 

for approximately 30 minutes. 

In the course of the meeting, Mr. Thorpe explained the current state of planning 

for the Expo Rail line to cross Farmdale Avenue at the intersection of Farmdale Avenue and 

Exposition Boulevard in the City of Los Angeles.  Mr. Thorpe recalled that the Amendment 

to Application 07-05-013 that Expo Authority filed in July 2009 offered four options for the 

crossing, including a pedestrian overcrossing with Farmdale Avenue closed, and three 

variations on at-grade crossing with either a station added at which all trains would stop 

before entering the intersection, a stop-and-proceed rule requiring that all trains stop before 

entering the intersection, or the station option subject to a stop-and-proceed rule pending 

construction of the station.  Mr. Thorpe explained that Expo Authority and the Los Angeles 

Unified School District (“LAUSD”) have reached an agreement in principle on a solution 

for the Farmdale crossing that would be based on the option of an at-grade crossing with a 



 

 

station at Farmdale Avenue.  In answer to Commissioner Simon’s question, Mr. Thorpe 

confirmed that the agreement included a commitment that all trains operating in either 

direction at all hours of system operation would come to a complete stop at the station 

platforms before entering the Farmdale intersection.  He explained that all crossing gates 

will be in the down position when the train arrives at the crossing and will not go up until 

the crossing is clear.  Mr. Thorpe also noted that the agreement between Expo Authority and 

LAUSD provides for Expo Authority to purchase a motel property at the northeast corner of 

the intersection and to improve and convey that property to LAUSD for use as a parking lot 

for school employees.  Mr. Thorpe provided a set of 17 views of the proposed Farmdale 

crossing from various perspectives, which illustrated the planned safety features of the 

crossing, locations of the station platforms, and alterations to the adjacent high school and 

motel properties.  A set of these 17 views is attached to this notice.   

In addition to Mr. Thorpe’s statements, Mr. Mattes explained the anticipated 

sequence of events related to assessment of environmental aspects of the crossing proposal 

and the planned submission of the proposed crossing solution in the form of a proposed 

settlement for Commission approval.   

To obtain a copy of this notice, please contact: 

Ms. Jeannie Wong 
NOSSAMAN LLP 
50 California Street, 34th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94111-4799 
Tel:  (415) 398-3600 
Fax:  (415) 398-2438 
E-mail:  jwong@nossaman.com 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

 

NOSSAMAN LLP 
 
 
By:    /S/  MARTIN A. MATTES ____  
 Martin A. Mattes 
 
50 California Street, 34th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94111-4799 
Tel:    (415) 398-3600 
Fax:   (415) 398-2438 
E-mail:  mmattes@nossaman.com 
 
Attorneys for EXPOSITION METRO LINE 

CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY 

 
Dated: December 18, 2009 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Jeannie Wong, hereby certify that on this date I will serve the foregoing 

NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION by electronic mail and by hand delivery 

on the Parties to Application No. 06-12-005, et al.: 

By electronic mail:  
roberta.fesler@lausd.net; bpalmer@strumwooch.com; mstrumwasser@strumwooch.com; 
lheller@hellerandedwards.com; cprince@lesnickprince.com; fkranz@coxcastle.com; 
psb@cpuc.ca.gov; isamson@sonnenschein.com; mmattes@nossaman.com; 
utucslb@mindspring.com; dam@cpuc.ca.gov; gg1@cpuc.ca.gov; jfp@cpuc.ca.gov; 
jenny.wood@asm.ca.gov; bon@cpuc.ca.gov; mab@cpuc.ca.gov; ndw@cpuc.ca.gov; 
vdl@cpuc.ca.gov; dar@cpuc.ca.gov; tas@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
By hand delivery: 
 
Hon. Maribeth A. Bushey 
Administrative Law Judge 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue, 5th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 

 
 
Hon. Timothy A. Simon 
Assigned Commissioner 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue, 5th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 

 
 
 

Executed this 18th day of December, 2009, in San Francisco, 
California. 
 
 
 
 

             /S/  JEANNIE WONG  
      Jeannie Wong
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CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Service Lists 

PROCEEDING: A0612005 - EXPOSITION METRO LIN  
FILER: EXPOSITION METRO LINE CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY  
LAST CHANGED: DECEMBER 3, 2009  

 

Parties  

ROBERTA M. FESLER                         BEVERLY GROSSMAN PALMER                  
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT       STRUMWASSER & WOOCHER LLP                
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL                 10940 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, SUITE 
2000     
333 SOUTH BEAUDRY STREET                  LOS ANGELES, CA  90024                   
LOS ANGELES, CA  90017                    FOR: LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
FOR: LA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT                                                    
                                                                                   
MICHAEL J. STRUMWASSER                    LAWRENCE E. HELLER                       
STRUMWASSER & WOOCHER LLP                 HELLER & EDWARDS                         
10940 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, SUITE 2000      9454 WILSHIRE BLVD., STE 500             
LOS ANGELES, CA  90024                    BEVERLY HILLS, CA  90212                 
FOR: LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  FOR: NEIGHBORS FOR SMART RAIL            
                                                                                   
CHRISTOPHER E. PRINCE                     FREDERICK H. KRANZ                       
LESNICK PRINCE LLP                        COX CASTLE & NICHOLSON LLP               
185 PIER AVENUE, SUITE 103                19800 MCARTHUR BOULEVARD, STE 500        
SANTA MONICA, CA  90405                   IRVINE, CA  92612                        
FOR: UNITED COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS, INC.  FOR: EXPOSITION METRO LINE 
CONSTRUCTION  
                                          AUTHORITY                                
                                                                                   
PATRICK S. BERDGE                         IVOR E. SAMSON                           
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         SONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL LLP        
LEGAL DIVISION                            525 MARKET STREET, 26TH FLOOR            
ROOM 4300                                 SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94105                 
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                       FOR: UNITED COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS 
INC.  
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214                                                      
FOR: CONSUMER PROTECTION SAFETY DIVISION                                           
                                                                                   
MARTIN A. MATTES                          JAMES P. JONES                           
ATTORNEY AT LAW                           UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION              
NOSSAMAN, LLC                             1005 12TH STREET, SUITE 4                
50 CALIFORNIA STREET, 34TH FLOOR          SACRAMENTO, CA  95814                    
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94111-4799             FOR: UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION         
FOR: EXPOSITION METRO LINE CONSTRUCTION                                            
AUTHORITY                                                                          
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State Service  

DAIN PANKRATZ                             GEORGETTA GREGORY                        
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION        
SAFETY & RELIABILITY BRANCH               RAIL TRANSIT AND CROSSINGS BRANCH        
320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500             320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500            
LOS ANGELES, CA  90013                    LOS ANGELES, CA  90013                   
                                          FOR: CPSD                                
                                                                                   
JOSE PEREYRA                              JENNY PUNSALAN WOOD                      
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         ASSISTANT                                
RAIL SAFETY & CROSSING BRANCH             OFFICE OF KAREN BASS, ASSEMBY MAJ. 
LEADE 
320 WEST 4TH STREET SUITE 500             5750 WILSHIRE BLVD. SUITE 565            
LOS ANGELES, CA  90013                    LOS ANGELES, CA  90036                   
FOR: CPSD                                                                          
                                                                                   
MARIA L. BONDONNO                         MARIBETH A. BUSHEY                       
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION        
LEGAL DIVISION                            DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
JUDGES    
ROOM 4300                                 ROOM 5018                                
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                       505 VAN NESS AVENUE                      
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214             SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214            
                                                                                   
NATALIE WALES                             VIRGINIA LAYA                            
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION         CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION        
LEGAL DIVISION                            RAIL SAFETY & CROSSING BRANCH            
ROOM 5141                                 AREA 2-B                                 
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                       505 VAN NESS AVENUE                      
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214             SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3214            
                                                                                   
DAREN S. GILBERT                         
CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION        
RAIL SAFETY & CROSSING BRANCH            
515 L STREET, SUITE 1119                 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95814                    
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