California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PRESS RELEASE
Media Contact: Terrie Prosper, 415.703.1366, news@cpuc.ca.gov Docket #: Res E-4286

CPUC TAKESANOTHER STEP TOWARD STATE'SRENEWABLE
ENERGY GOAL WITH APPROVAL OF PG& E CONTRACT

SAN FRANCISCO, December 3, 2009 - The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) today
approved arenewable energy contract for Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), furthering the

state’' s progress towards its renewable energy goals.

Through its power purchase agreement with Solaren Corporation, PG&E is entitled to generation
from afirst-of-its kind space-based solar project. The experimental technology uses orbiting
satellites equipped with solar cellsto convert the sun’s energy into electricity, which isthen
converted into radio frequency energy that can be transmitted to alocal receiver station. Space-
based solar power has been researched in the U.S. for several decades and this summer the Japanese

government announced plans to pursue a space-based solar program.

California-based Solaren Corporation anticipates 1,700 gigawatt-hours of energy per year
throughout the 15-year contract term beginning in 2016 at afacility in Fresno County. While an
experimental project is unique for the state’ s Renewables Portfolio Standard program, the CPUC
approved the agreement because it is consistent with the state’ s objective of increasing its reliance
on adiverse supply of renewable energy resources and of supporting renewable technologies at

reasonabl e costs and risks to ratepayers.

The proposal voted on by the CPUC is available at
http://docs.cpuc.cagov/PUBLISHED/AGENDA RESOLUTION/110216.htm.

The CPUC’ s Renewables Portfolio Standard program requires investor-owned utilities, energy

service providers, and community choice aggregators operating in Californiato obtain 20 percent of
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their retail sales from renewable energy sources by 2010. On September 15, 2009, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed an Executive Order (S-21-09) increasing the state’ s Renewables Portfolio
Standard goal to 33 percent by 2020.

For more information on the CPUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov.
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